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THE CONSEQUENCES OF VERSAILLES

N the course of history no people has ever been made a
M present of freedom, and if freedom did cost nothing no people
would ever keep it! Freedom has a high price, and men must

ever struggle to preserve it.
National-Socialist Party Congress, 1935

As regards foreign policy, the National
: ¥
: nation., Their determin-
ation to brmg to an end the ¢ chaot1c state of aﬂan‘s in Germany will

aSSISt in restpriilg g to the commumty of naLngL@ L state of equal
value to the othwe'rs and above all a state which has - 'the same
rights. They fully realize the importance of ‘their duty to use this
nation of equal rights as an instrument for securing and
maintaining that peace which the world today requires more

than ever before.

May the good will of all others assist in the fulfilment of this
our earnest wish for the welfare of Europe and, indeed, of the

whole world.
February 1, 1933

The peace which was made was concluded without any
consideration of reality, without even any consideration of the
simplest dictates of common sense} it was a peace that was
governed by but one thought, viz., how could the vanquished be
suppressed, how could they be deprived of every particle of
honour, how could they be branded for all time as the guilty
party. It was a peace which was no peace, one which could have
no other effect than to perpetuate hatred among the nations)

We knew that history has always granted the victors the right
to fix the terms of peace. But the victors cannot regard this right
as giving them a moral claim to declare the nation that has the
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the end of the war would lead to the end of hatred and enmity.
The object of the Treaty of Versailles did not, however, seem to
( be to give mankind a lasting peace, but rather to perpetuate
hatred for ever.

The results were inevitable. When right definitely yields to
to might, a permanent state of uncertainty must be the conse-
quence and can but hamperand interferewith all normal functions
in the life of nations. In making this treaty men forgot that the
world could not be reconstructed by the slave-work of a violated
nation, but only by the trustful cooperation .of all, and that for
this end the primary necessity was the destruction of the war
psychosis. It is clear that the problematical question of war-guilt
cannot be settled for ever by the victors compelling the van-
quished to sign a confession of their guilt. The ultimate war-guilt
can surely best be seen from the contents of such a dictated
treaty itself.

October 14, 1933

As it was, through ignorance, passion and hatred, decisions
were taken which, in their injustice and lack of logic, contained
the seeds of fresh conflicts.

The main characteristics of the present economic situation of
Europe are the overcrowding of the west of Europe and the
poverty of its soil in certain raw materials which are essential to
the standard of life which has grown up in those territories with
their ancient culture. If the statesmen at Versailles wanted to
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It is not wise to deprive a people of the economic resources
necessary for its existence, without taking into consideration the
fact that the population dependent on these resources is bound
to the soil and will have to be fed. The idea that the economic
extermination of a nation of sixty-five millions would be of
service to other nations is absurdg Any people inclined to follow
such a line of thought would, by the law of cause and effect, soon
experience the doom which they were preparing for another
nation. The very idea of reparations and the way in which they
were enforced will become a classical example in the history of
the nations of how seriously international welfare can be damaged
by hasty and unconsidered action.

As a matter of fact, the policy of reparations could only be
financed by German exports. The export of the creditor nations
was bound to suffer to the same extent as Germany for the
sake of reparations was regarded in the light of an international
exporting concern. The economic benefit accruing from the
reparation payments could therefore never make good the damage
which the system itself inflicted upon the individual national
economic systems,

The attempt to prevent such a development by compensating
for a limitation of German exports by the grant of credits in order
to render payments possible, proved in the end no less short-
sighted and mistaken. For the conversion of political debts into
private obligations led to an interest service which was bound to
have the same results. The worst feature, however, was that the































































































































