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CHAPTER 1

BIRTHIAND BOYHOOD

FEEEEEE

north, one comes presently to a beautiful hilly and wooded district

T ravelling from Vienna on a small branch line of the railway tending
EEOOI EwUT DuDéE @BV bwa

The foothills and mountains are covered with forest, only broken here and there by
the fields and patches of cultivation which have been cleared by Bavarian peasants

who with toil and hardihood have wru ng a frugal living from the soil in this region

for over a thousand years. It has, indeed, bred a sturdy and dogged race, used
generations long to a fierce fight with the forces of nature. Every clod of soil, every foot

of arable land had to be wrested from the forest at the cost of human sweat and sinew.

The country folk of the Waldviertel have gone back no whit today from the toughness
of their ancestors, neither in physique nor character.

One observes in the rugged weather-beaten face of a man of theseparts, bright
defiant eyes like those of a falcon under a rugged forehead, and finds himself in the

xUl Ul OETl woOi wEwWUaAxXxPEEOW? &I UBGEDOO> wbUOUT T UL

stoutest, finest steel. The realizaton forces itself upon one what it is that has enabled
these people to resist the hardships of a thousand years. They have isolated themselves

here in the recesses of the forest from easy access, and the race has been kept absolutely

clear of any Slavonian admixture. In the Waldviertel today, albeit a part of the racial
20D-0OEUT » wli-time Adstriad® BEnhpire, the Bavarian dialect is spoken, and life

is wholly German still.

In the Lower Austrian Waldviertel, utterly lost to the world, lies a tiny villag e

called Walterschlag.

In one of the white wooden houses in the recesses of this forest, and to a father

EQEwWOOUT T Uwkl EUDPOT wUOT 1T wOOYI O0a wob adlewpigtures &E O
baby was born in 1672 who bore the name of Stephan Hitler. He grew up in the

Waldviertel, and came in time to possess the cottage and the clearing which had been

i PUOwi EVUI T UzUOwPT 1 Owli 1 wOEUUT UwEDPI ESd w201 x
Uncle Martin -EOOw?! EUT UBO2 wUOEOOwW x 1 E UE @valdviertgl O x

peasant farmers at that.

, EUUDPOwW' PUOI UzUwUOOw&I OUT Owi Op1 YI UOWEI

living he made, very toilsome, and with little result. When he grew too old to carry on

any more, he had not enough put by to prevent his becoming a charge on the little
community in general.
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This Georg, however, possessed a son, Alois, with a streak of originality and

5[5 (o

ambition in him. Something marked him out among the village children. At the age of
thirteen Alois Hitler had made up his mind to clear out of the still and lo nely forest

and see something of life outside and the big world for himself. He bundled his few

OPUUOI wxOUUI UUPOOUWUOTT UT 1T UOWEOGEWUI Qwoi i
gulden in his pocket from his mother.

This was in the year 1850. We se a sturdy youngster clad in short leathern breeks,
curiously laced at the knee, with green suspenders and an embroidered band across

5| &

the breast over a linen shirt, low thick heavy nail -UU UEET EwUT Ol U Qauttad E
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Ui T wxDOl wi OUT UOUwWEUwWT UOEUI EVUWEOEwWI UOEUI E
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have trudged to the great city with dreams all about their heads.

Vienna in 1850 was a very different place from what it is today. The young

Emperor Francis Joseph, then only about twenty years of age, had not long acceded to

the throne abdicated by his uncle. There had been, in this big outside world, a short-
lived revolutiongo D OT wOOOWE OE w* OU U U U1 myarwuawady Gad Gireddyu U

> U |

EEOOI EWEOPOwWUxOO0wUTT w$Ox1 UOUzUwadbUUTT UO
Karolyi which was to pursue him, and the strange Habsburg House, relentlessly for

nearly seventy years, and who knows - perhaps to this very day.

Vienna in 1850 was the brilliant capital of an extraordinary Empire which was

never a nation at all in the same sense as geographical and national characteristics and

aspirations made a nation of the French or of the English. Austria-Hungary was just a
medley of races which chiefly detested each other, bound loosely together for the

convenience of the rest of Europe as Napoleon left it, and unified only by the fact that

the Habsburgs everywhere, were dominant. The Vienna to which young Alois Hitler
came in 1850 was the Vienna so soon to be graced by that strange figure of imperial

beauty, moodiness and tragedy, the Empress Elizabeth. He, however, cannot be

presumed to have had much to do with the great world of the Ballhaus platz and the
Ringstrasse. At that time @O E wP OwUT E0wx OEE]l wi UOEOPUA wbE

TR

EEUOOG > w3T 1 wxl EUEQUWEOGawi UOOwWUTT w+OPI Uw
common folk living in the old picturesque but ever windy Gassen, of the working -class

parts of the city.

He bound himself apprentice for a couple of years to a shoemaker, but when his

time was out, resolved to try, yet again, for something better. Nothing but poverty and

struggle seemed to offer him as a handworker in imperial Vie nna.

371 wEdaz UwE OE b U b Csrisfiedby thi& AwapiAck & hdm® id the

[ OUT U0wPUOwl EEwWUT T Ol EwUOwWI POwWUT ECwUT 1T wypoO
now he saw that to become a State official offered still more distinction. Such then
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officer of the Austrian Customs. With all the purpose and tenacity born in a boy of the
Waldviertel he struggled forward to this end, and indeed he did succeed at last in

qualifying for and obtaining a post in t his force.

Years ago, as he left Walterschlag, Hitler had sworn never to turn up there again

until he had made something of himself - got somewhere - but now, when this really

seemed to have been accomplished the pung fellow was proud and free to recall the
girl he had left behind him! So now he said goodbye to Vienna, returned home,

EEEEEEEO

OEUUDPI Ew* OEUEwW/ 0gaoowUli 1 wEEUT T UIl UwoOi wEW

playmates, and found himself appointed as Customs Officer to the small Austrian
frontier town of Braunau on the Inn.

A daughter was born to the couple, and then, a good many years later, came a

boy.

Barely two months before, mysterious and shocking tragedy had overtaken the
Crown Prince Rudolph at his hunting -box at Meyerling in the forest not many miles

north of Vienna. The whole German world was still ringing with the scandal and
wrought up to a fever pitch of curiosity about it.

To recall it, and in connection with the absolutely obscure and unimportant bi rth
of a child to an equally obscure and unimportant functionary in the Customs Service

is to contrast the world into which Adolf Hitler came on April 20th, 1889, with the

world as he was to refashion it forty -four years later. An heir had appeared, but it was
not such an heir as had disappeared! The consequences of the death of Rudolph were

to be as nothing compared to the consequences of the birth of Adolf!

This little Adolf was a likely youngster, true to stock and type, who throve lustily

under hismotl 1 Uz UWEEUI &

But few particulars, really, EUT WEYEDOEEOI wEEOUUwWI PUWET

DE T

has made only the scantiest reference to matters of purely family or biographical
interest in Mein Kampf and obviously attaches little importance to them. The

RI DET UOEO&OI Uz Uwi OE kdptunauBelfds hitd Ountany dars in e 1 G

famous retreat Berghof (of which more later). His mother, Frau Glara Hitler, had a
sister who married a farmer somewhere near Linz, and it is her children, among them

Herr Ludwig Schwatz, farmers also, who are the cousins and relations in Austria

today.

We know this much, that in the course of a few years, Alois Hitler was posted to

a more important town, Passau, at the junction of the Inn and the Danube. Foreseeing,
however, that he might constantly be shifted fro m pillar to post, and being unwilling

_7-
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to incur the expense of removing his household every time, Hitler bought a small

I OOEDPOT OwEw?! EVUI UOT UUO? uPOWEWYDOOET | wWEE
modest comfort. For himself he remained in Passau, perbrce contenting him- self from

m:

time to time with such visits to Hafeld as time and duty permitted.

Here, then, in Hafeld, near Passau, young Adolf grew to boyhood. His mother

looked after the little farm, and no do ubt the child ran wild about the lovely

countryside, played in the meadows and paddled in the brook with others of his age.
Hafeld is one of those villages which appear to be bigger than they really are, owing

to the houses being widely separated from each other by fields or fruit gardens. The

Hitler house stands on a little elevation. It is a pretty, small, one-story house absolutely
hidden in an orchard. Another orchard runs up by the side. Like all the other dwellings

in Hafeld it has stabling built on t o it for one or two horses or cows, and over this is
the hayloft - always a happy hunting -ground where children are concerned.

When Alois Hitler reached the age of sixty he was pensioned off. Doffing the two -
peaked hat of officialdom, he reverted to the country and betook himself to his little

place at Hafeld in Upper Austria, there to revert to the life and occupations of the

L) {153 1531 {5 s =y {5y (253 53 L s s =y [1S3)

PIEUT UB82>w' 1 OET wi PUwUOOwWPUOUT woi wi POWOE D
long life of work and duty, my fatherrev 1 UUT EwUOwl pUwOUDT POEO

g
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Previous to this, however, the family had spent two years in Lambach, a small
town between Linz and Salzburg with some important -looking buildings. Adolf, now

eight or nine years old, was sent to school at the eleventhcentury Benedictine

Monastery there. Here it was that he learnt the rudiments of music. He figured as a
chorister on occasions of festive or of religious solemnity, and naturally aspired to

become a prior. Hitler, senior, need not have disturbed himself so much about this

notion as he seems to have doneNew ideas new contacts, new experiences soon drove
EOOwUT OUTT Owlil wiOTl PUwUOUOwOU0wWOI w EOOI z UW

EE

It is interesting to recall these singing practices of his at Lambach, though, in view

Of wUOT T w1l b EdIUon@assin forzmusicbA good sketcher, indeed, he did

become, and a man of immensely wide and deep reading, but the monastery probably
represents all the technical instruction he ever had the opportunity of receiving in

music. The modern monastery is a widespread picturesque building in simple and

restrained Renaissance style, with a deep roof and a weltpro- portioned clock tower
and belfry rising in the midst over an ornate main entrance. It consists of three stories,

with rows of eight plainwindo PUwUT T wpki 001 woil 01 U1 wdi wlOi 1

En

In the courtyard of this institution there is a well with a massively built stone

archway over it, the keystone of which displays a shield with a date, 1860, on the upper

half, and a swastika below. The swastika figured else- where at Lambach, noticeably
as the cental device in a coat of arms surmounting an elaborately carved priedieu The

8-
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Superior here in 1859 had adopted the swastika, and it may be that the force of this

boyhood association had something to do with the %L T Ul Uz Uw UT OUT 1
designing the flag for his Party, later. But it is well known that his final decision to

Oi

adopt the swastika for the symbol of his movement resulted chiefly from his intensive

study of racial development in the history of the wo rld.

57) || 53] | L57] | L) | =

The house in which the Hitlers livedin + EOQEEE | LUDEUUJEUOUJELUU['E

the school. It was a solidly built, well -designed block of buildings on the corner of the
Linzerstrasse and the Kirchengasse, facing an irregular picturesque square.

The next milestone was reached for Adolf when, rumma ging one day through

I PUwi EVUI T UZUWEOOOI EUPOOWOI weOOOUOWI I weEOD

newspaper of the time of the Franco-Prussian War. He seized upon these with avidity
and made off into the fields, to lie upon his stomach in the sun by the singing brook,

as was his wont, there to pore over the fascinating pages undisturbed.

3T T wUUOUawl Ubxx1 EwUI 1 wEGazUwbOET DOEUDC

to this encounter may be ascribl EwUT 1 wEI T DOODOT woi w' WithOI
UUUOUPESwW3T 1 wi PUUOWUT POT wUT ECWOEEUUUI Ewd
PEUwbPl awl EEw&!I UOEQawUOwi PT T UWEOOOI ywei a

=

they not also Germans?

The figure of Bismarck claimed a passionate heroe worship , and then it dawned

upon this little Austrian Adolf that not every German could pride himself on

belonging to the Reich! Disturbing as this was, the problem proved far too abstruse at
that period for him to un ravel. But it stayed with him, and occupied hi s thoughts and

worried him, for there seemed no jot of difference to him between an Austrian and a

German, or rather between one German and another German - with just a frontier
between.

With the idea of sending Adolf to the Realschule in Linz, Hitler mov ed to a village
called Leonding, in the neighbourhood of that place. Linz was already at this period

the chief town of Upper Austria, very beautifully situated on an open plain on both
sides of the Danube. Ambitious as he was for the boy, he judged it better to send him

to the Realschule than to the Gymnasium, deeming it waste of time to spend years

OYIl UwUT 1 wEl EEWOEOT UET 1 UOWEOEWPOET PODPOT wU
would be better fostered in the more practical type of school. He had set his heart on
I DUWUOOWOEUEDPODOT WEWET UOwWOT wUOOT wudbuUwhC

as he himself had become, and considered everything to that end.
(Qwll YI Uwl OUI Ul Ewb O U O wdwhibdinhtiors. Awdy Ofunis O O

age was not ertitled to have anything at all to say in the matter, but just to do as he

was bid, and allow his father to know best. Alois Hitler belonged to the old school of

e EEE]E]
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authoritative martinet parents, and like many ano ther, was destined to encounter

fierce, tenacious opposition.

It suddenly appeared that Adolf had no intention whatever of embracing the

career designed for him. He was going to be an artist! At eleven he decided that, and
launched himself with characteri stic impetus into a terrific, if tacit, strugg le on the

guestion. It was a case of will against will, neither ready to yield one inch. Adolf was

lightning quick at school, and learned with astonishing facility. This fact afforded him
ample leisure to spend his time otherwise than at his desk. He was for ever running

about in the woods, glorying in fresh air and freedom, and hardening his resolve never

to shut himself up in a stuffy office all day, say what his father might!

EEEEEEEEEE

s oA N N~ AN

UOWET wEwxEPOUI Un~>» w! U0OwPUwWPEUWUUT 01 UUwUOwW

of authority in my own house O2? WEOUOQUI Ul EwUIl T wi E Y helgdd WastU O
28 0UwWNUUUWPEDPUWEOEWUI 1 =2

Here, then, was where the mother stepped in to heal the breach. These
altercations, as obstinate on the one side as on the other, somewhat disturbed the peace

of the family for more than a year. It was only because he hated to see his mother

EPUUUI UUwi 1T UUI Of wOT E0wadulol w EOOI whOUOE U
devised another means of bringing it home to his father that his mind was set on

painting and on no thing else. Purposely he neglected his schoolwork in order that the

everr-Ul EVUUDOT wxOEPOUUWOI w?HDOUUI | PEDI CoBaks w
might convince his parent that he meant what he said - he would never become an

office quill -driver. But for all this young Adolf could not help co ming out top of the

class always in the three subjects which did happen to interest him, in drawing, in
geography, and above all, in history.

He seems to have had a teacher in the latter subject with a singula and original
gift for lifting it right out o f the dreary atmosphere of the schoolroom. At this time

Austrian boys were trained to take an interest in dynastic history by way of stimulating
their allegiance to the Habsburg idea. Hitler writes, many years after- wards, in Mein

Kampf of his history master with the greatest possible appreciation and gratitude. This

/ UOI 1T UUOUOwW#UBw+1 OxOOEw/ gUUET OwUI T OUwUOW
Mr. H.G. Wells has always claimed for it in any modern sche me of education.

History for Adolf Hitler was by no means a story of the past, of very dead and
gone people, and of happenings long since finished. History was made for him the

very basis of the present, with living relationships reaching forward to the future.

EOOI ZUWUET 0060w b U éntaldand Bar -tedcking PrépBratianiinUh@ E E
mind which was to issue later in no less portentous a guise than the
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demonstrably, a very thoughtful boy. And here again at this p oint in his development
we find the beginnings of that militant nationalism which latterly has so astounded
our post-war world.

He has already been cracking his brains over obstructions which are merely
territorial and not racial, as between Austrian Germ ans and German Germans, and
now we find him distinguishing between the national feeling of an entire people and
a mere dynastic patriotism. As has been already remarked, Austria was never at any
tiOl WEwW? OEUDOOO? wOIl U i-gbokund Ofia dywdstl reaching badkCrditBed 1
seventh century.

Austria existed only for the Habsburgs, as Vienna existed for the Court. All this
EQOEUDPI Pl EwDUUI Of wbOwUT T wEOaz Uwob Ol endughu a
that there could be no question of an Austrian n ationality to become enthusiastic about
in a great sprawling country inhabited by Czechs, Slavs, Ruthenians, Serbs, Croatians,
Rumanians, Poles, Magyars, Italians and Gypsies, all in various stagesof culture and
civilisation some way behind that of the fo rtieth part of this numerical whole, the
German Austrians just across the borders of the Reich.

It belongs to the history of the period to show how the Hungarians and the non -
German races in the utnwieldy Dual Monarchy were restive under the administrative ly
Germanising tendencies of the Government. While the idea of nationality and any
inclusion in the German Reich was obnoxious to the Austrian Government, which
itself did not repose upon a natonaQW EEUDUOwWOI YI UUT T Ol UUOuw
every effort was made to Germanise the Croats and Hungarians most unacceptably to
themselves.

The steady opposing growth of non -German feeling and tendency waxed ever
stronger and stronger until, indeed, it w as this which, together with the growing pan -
Slavistic propaganda of Romanoff Russia, set the spark to the gunpowder in Europe
in 1914. The heirapparent to the throne of Austria, the Archduke Francis Ferdinand,
a nephew of the childish old Emperor, was hated by dominant cliques in Government
circles on account of his alleged pro-Czech and pro-Croatian sympathies, and his
suspected intention of admitting Slavs to a greater share of political power when he
should attain the throne.

All this, of course, is common property and past history, but to recall it here and
now serves to show what were the formative influences brought to bear upon the mind
of that singularly receptive boy, young Adolf Hitler. He brought the test of his history
Ol UUOOU WU O E tobearupod thé eydnyday évents and current talk of his own
world, and unconsciously laid the groundwork for future activities in the political

sphere as yet undreamed of.
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The thing, of course, only came home to him then in concrete example.

First of all in the village school, when it came to singing the Austr ian National
Anthem, this Waldviertel youngster and other intrepid spirits of like mind would
substitute a German hymn. Whereupon, instant castigation followed, with the
inevitable result of toughe ning their youthful defiance. And then again in Linz in the
Realschule: were a boy to dare to turn up with a cornflower stuck behind his ear - the
symbol of Germanic sympathies - the Herr Direktor was down upon him at once like
a cartload of bricks, and he was sure of a couple of hours detention.

If on the occasion of some local junketings a few poor German acrobats from
across the border were to make a bid for popular favour, the schoolboys had to use
every precaution not to get found out if they hobnobbe d with them. If anybody
PxT EETT E2wUT 1 wEl e dsgrack & baving B & Knadel agaiost their

EEEEEEEEEEEO

OEOI Uwi OUW?EEEWEI T EYDPOUUB>w3i 1l WEEEWET I
1 OOUT T OwPEUWOI PUT T Uwi T Ul wOOUWUT T Bluwd Wkl E
and thus early was one point of departure for his universal Kampf.

EOOI zUwOI I Ow U U PissianONawadd HisuntéllgEnDitérest in
history made him even at this age thoroughly conversant with the politics of Middle
Europe throu ghout the preceding century. This fact must be well realised if we are to
UOEI UUUEOGEwWUT T wUET OOOEOGazUwi T ECwOOwlT DU
EEOQUUwW? OEUDPOOEODPUAG>»w. UT T UPPUI wil wEOOI U
and precocious youngster. He was not that, in the least, but a boy of flaming
enthusiasms and all-devouring intelligence.

(UDwOEa wOOUWET wETl UPET wUOT T wxOPOUWEUDPI I O
an involved period of continental politics.

The question of the inclusion of Austria with Germany had been a more or less
burni ng subject of mid-European debate from the time of the German Federation in
1815 (when the Austrian Ambassador occupied the chair of the great Assembly in
Frankfurt), right until spring 1938. This loose German Federation of Central European
States centredmore and more upon Prussia, especially after the PrussianAustrian
War of 1866, ending in victory for Prussia. This and the outcome of the Franco-Prussian
War altered the position and the outlook o f affairs. In 1879 Austria and Prussia pledged
themselves to build up a common future, much after the type foreshadowed by
Naumann in his classic work Mitteleuropg written in 1916.

How strange it is, in the light of today, to read such a passage as the bllowing.
?2%OUwWET OUUUDPT UwUT T w$ Ox b UL haed inandtisténtu NekherO O
Imperial Austria nor Royal Prussia, when separated from each other, were quite in a
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position to carry on the imperial tradition because each only possessed a part of the

5[5 (o

original power. This will be so until it (the Empire) is born again out of the union of
Ul w EEUEUUT UWEOSEWUT 1T w' 011 640001 UOU? mpn A

In 1916 the old Emperor Francis Joseph died, and the succession devolved upon
an unfortunate man who himself died miserably i n exile only two years later,

execrated for his efforts to desert Germany, and to make a separate peace with the

Allied Powers on behalf of a demoralised and exhausted Austria. These pitiable
royalties, and the musty old concepts they stood for, constitute d the political world in

which a boy, and then a young man, was growing up who was to sweep them into

such limbo of the forgotten as has never yet been known. Nothing at first but a
schoolboy at Linz, and then yet but an individual bit of cannon fodder, fi ghting

shoulder to shoulder in the trenches with comrades as indistinguishable as himself,
Adolf Hitler was as yet -to come!

No one foresaw Hitler. If anyone had told Francis Joseph in 1916 that the

Habsburgs were even then petering out and that it did not matter in the least; if anyone
had told the Kaiser Willi am hesitating at Spa in November, 1918, whether or not to

flee, that the destinies of the Vaterland were to pass from his incapable hands to those
infinitely stronger of one of his soldiers of the line of whom nobody more important

than his company officer had as yet ever heard; if anyone a few years ago had told the

venerated President of the German Republic that the exservice man from Munich who
had founded such a tiresome and noisy Party was to be the last hope of a country

tottering to its final collap se - Emperor, Kaiser, and President alike would have

exploded with incredulous and aristocratic scorn.

If anyone, indeed, in 1903 had told the Herr Direktor of the Realschule in Linz

that the boy who had just incurred reproof and punishment for appearing in school
with a cornflower stuck in his hair - that this boy was to rule the German world, leader

andsE YPOUUOwWI | wUOOOWEOUOEwWOOUwWT EYT wWEI ODI YI E

But so it was to be. And in consequence of all this historical reading and

EOT PUEUDOT wEEOT wUU B ww BLWUBDEOHOQENT VOEOI w(
strong national roots and ardent pride. Adolf felt himsel f German through and

through: German to the core. He felt about that cornflower as a British youngster

would feel about the Union Jack.

It is a very remarkable thing, in view of the more recent developments in Austria,

that the proclamation made at three Oz EQOOEQwOOwUT 1 weEl Ul UBOO
18th, 1918, when the Austro-German National Assembly met in the Herrenhaus on the

Franzenring in Vienna, should have confirmed to the letter all this passionate

nationalistic feeling on the part of theyouth | UOw' PUOI Ud w? UOwUT DU
(the man who drew up a Constitution for Austria after the collapse of the Habsburgs),

w
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The German Government there was grappling with the hydra of immediate

internal problems. Since then the European kaleidoscope has taken on anothepattern,
but all this brings out for foreigners the force of the impressions and convictions which

went 0OwUT | wOEOPOT woOi w' PUOT Uz UwOPOEWEUWEWE

service man.
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In order to obtain a little first -hand information about Hit O1 Uz UWUET OO(

E?Ez

writer took a trip to Linz, where Hitler attended the Realschule *, and had a cha with
some of his former school comrades. It was no easy matter hunting these up, for most

of them are by now scattered to the four corners of the earth.

2(wlOl Owl POO>» wUEPEW' 1 UUw) OUIT xT w*1 xODPOT |
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1901, here in the Realschule. We were thirty-two boys all told, all from the same class

of life. There was no private school in Linz at that time.

?2' DUOI UwE b Ei®ing, lud jpsy dutsidéepet d place called Leonding. He
ate his midday meal somewhere roundabouts, and was generally off home in the

Ei UTUDOOOWEUWUOOOWEUWUET OOOWPEUWOYT U w3l

much of him, except during school ho urs, and playing Indians, when he was always
on hand.
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amenable than a good many. He exhbited two extremes of character, which are not

often seen in unison, he was a quiet fanatic. The wholeclass acknowledged this boy as
the leader.

5757
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teacher for German. He always picked on Hitler for Repeater, that is, something would
be read aloud to us and then one of the boys had to get up and tell it again in his own

words. As a rule Hitler made the Repeat a jolly sight more interesting than the original.

?2' 1 wPEUWI OOEwWE U wl a 0 9nudla&ss lang dsudm@as at dchoaol U |

?2' PUOI UWEPEOZzZUWEOUT T UwYl UawOUET wWEEOUUU
wanted to learn! Whenthingswere UEUT T Owbi DET wEDEwWOOUwWHPOUI

1 QwUT T w? 1 IhiefGtkess is (i@ brliving languages and sciences.
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Leather Stocking or something of that sort; subjects which he liked, such as history,

however, he followed with close attention.

&

2?31 1 WEEEOUOUUWOI wEEUUOI Uwbkbl wxOEal EsgOU

down by the Danube meadows. Hitler loved this sort of thing. He gloried in a scrum,
and always made for the most redoubtable enemy, when the two would have a first -

class wrestle. Hitler got all het up over this.

G|
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stricter the measures taken by the Government to suppress this feelng about

nationality the more dogged we became. Bismarck was for us a national hero. The
Austrian authorities, of course, held his memory in the utmost d etestation. The

Bismarck song, and lots more German hymns and songs of the same character, were
forbidd en to be sung. It was a crime even to possess a sketch of Bismarck. Although,

privately, our teachers felt well enough that we boys were in the right of it, they had

to punish us severely for singing these songs and brandishing our German loyalties.

?' PUOI UwWEUUI OEl EwOUUwW1l EOQUET UOT wi 1l Ul w

Oddly enough I never heard any more of him until | chanced on his name in the paper
one day years and years afterwards. It said he was busying himself with politics in

Munich.

2(wUEPwW!I POWET EPOwWPOwWhNI + w( wbpl OUwUOwWT ¢

hear of old Linz again, and told me not to fail to look him up now and again 6 w2 O O w

EOOI wUOwWEwi 1 PwUDOI UOWEOEWEOPEaUWI- B O0EWEB

Hl UUw* 1 xOPOT 1 UwPEUWODPOEWI OOUT T wlOOwhOU

Linz Realschule, Herr Werner, who had pretty much the same account to give of Adolf
Hitler. One particular stands out.

?. OEl O wWUEPEwW' 1 UUw61 UOI UOw? Edd beadittlediined U

with an old lady in Linz. This old lady herself told the tale of how the boy was always

EUaDOT wEEOEOI UOWEOE wWUT | wakhs bicddindys to inehEedingua O U
light at night. She surprised him on one occasion, and found him doubled up over
OExUOwYIl UAawWwEUUaAwWEOPOT wUOOI UT POT wlOOwWUT T O
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Herr Werner showed me quite a treasure, a little water-colour he himself had
once begun, as a boy at school, and which Hitler had finished for him. The subject was

a picturesque little mill among the mountai ns. It was quite obvious where one artist
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painted things so lifelike we were all astonishl E 6 2
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We traversed the same road that he had trudged to and fro for four years, a green

steeply hilly, for Linz lies on the Danube plain. Then we came to fields and meadows

555555

set here and there with low but massy towers, relics of a Napoleonic day when watch
PEUWOI xOwi UOOwUT T Ul wOYT UwUI | wubYl UwEIT 00

crowned by the famouUw* LUOET UT wp" E UNIb@lunganlBds sdrditcenBvie w

been composed.

We had been walking about an hour when we came upon the outlying houses of
Leonding. It is a typical little highland village, only to be found in Bavaria and Upper

Austri a. In the middle stands the village church, and a few steps further along, just

across the street, lies the grasgjrown cemetery. Here one discovers the grave of

' PDUOI UzUwxEUI O0UB

In the immediate neighbourhood stands the peasant house in which the Hitler
family lived. It has often changed hands since, hence the present occupant could tell

me nothing of the former owners. Here, however, | came across yet a third school

EOOXxEODPDOOwWOl wadUOTl w EOOI 6w 1 UUw' UET Uwl EE
after applestoge T 1 UO? wi | WUEPEOwW? OPOI wUIl T wUl U0wOI
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began munching his before everybody else had got one. Otherwise he tossed his over.

2001 UPOT Uwl 1 zEwUPUwWOOwWUT I wET UUET AaEUE wb E(
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But to revert.

3T 1T wUI OUPOOWE O WT OO61 woOYI UwUT 1T waUli uobpoOOU

tragic suddenness. Returning home one afternoon after a visit to a neighbour the father
was seized in the street with a heart attack and died in the arms of a passerby. This

was on January 5th, 1903; Adolf was thirteen years old.

The shock had a characteristic reaction on Frau Clara Hitler. She felt herself

EEEEEEE ) EEEEEE ]

EOQUOEwWUOwWI UUUT 1T Uwl 1 Uwi UUE E Odbtikuedgbing Bisobaal O
for another three years with officialdom as the goal still before his eyes.

Then Adolf fell ill and was confined to bed for some considerable time with lung
trouble. After that the doctor persuaded Frau Hitler that a sedentary | ife in an office

was not going to be the best thing for the boy: in fact, he must not even go back to

school for a year. The poor mother had another characteristic reaction, and now
promised he should be taught drawing and painting instead.
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But even now his hopes were to be frustrated. After a protracted illness Frau
Hitler herself died on December 2, 1908; not before the modest savings amassed by the

I OUEEOQOEwWT EEwWEIT T Owi RT EVVUUI EGw- OUT DOT wUl-OF

x1 OUDOOO? wb keeplbbdiy &ané& il Ogetody. Dhe home was sold up, and at
eighteen Adolf Hitler came face to face with the problem of earning his livelihood.

He does not seem to have been in any two minds about what he meant to do.

He was going to Vienna to study art - to join the picturesque and adventurous

ranks of those who have been content in every age and centre to live on a crust in a
garret, upborne by flowering genius and the glorious comradeship of fellow -students,

miserable and enthusiastic as himself.

That he turned his steps to Vienna instead of to Munich, the art capital of

Germany, can be accounted for in two ways. During the latter half of the nineteenth

century there had been a great flowering of painting and archite cture in Vienna. All
sorts of princely palaces had recently been erected in that city. It abounded in art

galleries and in magnificent collections of pictures from the masterpieces of almost
every school in the world, to the works of contemporary men. Vien na was a much

bigger capital than Muni ch, and Hitler had gathered every bit of information he could

EEOUUwWUT T wi Ul ECWEEEE] OQAawUET 6600U0wWUT 1T Ul wod
wonderful Hofgarten and the Opernring.
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CHAPRTER 2

VIENNA

unusual combination, an artist and a keen man of practical affairs. His

passion for music is well known, especially for Wagner. But, indeed, his
highest and most persistent aspiration as a young man was for painting. He had, as a
OEUUT Uw Ol wi EEVUOwWUT I wEUET PUI EUzZUwIi al dw &
planned elevations, the fine light and shade of dome, architrave, column, lintel,
inspired him, as landscape or portraiture inspires others.

T 1T wwl T VietheénBddlaimed as an artist. In him we have that very

It does not appear that young Adolf had ever been in Vienna before the fateful
day, when with fifteen gulden in a bag slung round his neck, his sketches clipped
under his arm, and all his worldly goods in a small case in his hand, he arrived at the
Westbahnhof full of the highest boyish hopes and purpose. Undismayed by the
magnificence of one of the most beautiful cities of Europe - perhaps intoxicated by it -
or by the stir and traffic in the streets, he made a bee line down the Mariahilferstrasse
to the Schillerplatz and the heart of imperial Vienna.

His idea was to apply for entrance to the schools of the Academy of Art.

As he entered the beautiful square, dominated by one of those public statues than
which nothing more fittingly artistic is to be seen in any other city, and confronted the
POxOUDPOl WEEEE] OAwWEUWOEUUOQWUT T wadUOl wOEOD7
Here were tens - scores- perhaps hundreds of aspirants like himself swarming up the
steps between the two great bronze Centaurs which flanked the entrance to the
vestibule. How would his work stand comparison or competition with so many
others? Everybody else seemed full of confidence and energy.

Bracing himself for more of an ordeal than he had quite expected, Adolf joined
the throng and presently found himself but a unit of the long queue of candidates
awaiting admission to the schools. Everything depended on his sketches now! He
thought of them with a fresh access of hope and confidence, and clipped the humble
portfolio containin g them more closely to his side. With the pride of utter inexperience
he could not but reassure himself the examiners would be suitably impressed.

* % k% %

The writer of these pages has been very kindly favoured by the present Director
of the Viennese Art Academy with the names of the professors who directed its various
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activities about this time. It might have been Herr Professor Christian Gripenkerl, l@
Franz Rumpler, Julius Schmidt or another who at length ruffled over the young

" DUOI Uz UwU Opidand notkuoe BeadilyuatteBted hand. The youth himself l@

PEUwOOUwWOI EIl UUEUDPOAa WEPEUI-wiidicandd br theselci@ehO |

occasions for who the examiner may be? All Adolf knew was that the hand summarily
clapped his portfolio to, and pu shed it back to him.

2- O0wOawEO®aAO? WEEODI wUT T wYT UEPEUWEUDPUx O3

EOOI wOOwWUT 1T whpUOOT wx OEET wi I Ul 82

Hitler could hardly believe his hears. But this was incredible!

5|5 (S| S5
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architecture. | should advise you to apply to the School of Building. The porter will

Ul ObpwadUwli |l whEAGB -~

Speechless, Adolf had no option but to make way for the next candidate for
summary extinction. Not quite extinguished, though; b ewildered, incredulous,

GEETE]

UOEI OP1 YEEOQa w@UIlI OETIT EGwW6 EVUwWUT 1 Ul wui EGOaw
the pains and hopes and all the fond delight he had taken over it? Had there been any

S
X

pause, the blow might have sent him stunned and irresolute aw ay, but then and there

Adolf found himself being ushered elsewhere down a long, imposing corridor lined
with Greek statuary, only to be brought forthwith into the presence of another Herr

Professor.

Again the portfolio was lugged forth, and Professor Wagn er or Professor Oliman

(whichever it might have been), claimed possession.

5 5 o o o
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A scrutiny, a pause- more sketches turned over - then came a sharp bespectacled
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The examiner seemed loath to credit it. Turning over yet more sketches with an

approving eye, he insisted:
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The professor shrugged his shoulders disappointedly.

?31T E0zUwUOI OUUUGBGEUT O wi l wWUEPEOwW? ( ZOwEI
This is no place for beginners. You must try elsewhere - get some ground- work in
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And again the portfolio, clapped to, came back to him rejected.

Adolf realised, dully, there was nothing for it but to go. Presumably he suffered

EOOwUT I wel OOPI UwET EUEEUI UPUUPEwWOI wUT T wEI

His pictures had proved no Open Sesame to the career for which he had put up so

strenuous afight at home.

At a total and sudden loss, Adolf came out again into the gay Viennese sunshine,
into the proud white and green of the squares and boulevards, nothing now but a

s AN N A~ oA~

He made his way, somehow, to the humbler parts of the city and found some sort

of a cheap lodging. Then in a few days his money was gone and he came face to fade

with the fact that to eat he must work and earn.

Adolf wandered about Vienna before he found a job, as indeed he was often b

EEEEEEEEEEEEE ]

wander about it hungry and workless during the next two years, with nothing but the

= OOEWEOOI OUOwWOl woil WEPDaz Uwi T0BUBEDUAw =
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courage. His talent, they said, lay in the direction of architecture - here, indeed, was E
architecture enough to stare at all day long, and wonderful gardens to sit in, and great
galleries to visit. E
* k k k% E
]
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designates its modern post-War tendencies. This fact may certainly be ascribed to the
impressions he received at this period in Vienna from his wanderings at a loose end E
through the great collections there. In the Historical Museum of Art he could follow l@
-21 - l@
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all that is finest in painting from the Italian Primitives down to the great Dutch

landscapists of the seventeenth century, and at las to Velasquez.

5] |[=] | =] (o]

It would requirem OUT wUxEET wOl EQwPUWEUwWUT T whUDUI

on the reaction of German and Austrian art over the turn of the century to the influence
of the various new schools in Paris which were already developed far ahead of those

in any other country, and which had already laid the foundations for those wildest

departures from the accepted (the academic), which only really soared into complete
incomprehensibility after the Great War.

Had Adolf succeeded in passing the august Renaissance portals ¢ the Art
Academy in Vienna, it is possible he might have viewed some of the expressions of

con-temporary art with the insight which only comes of technical artistic training, and
of interest in technical artistic problem s. For although the first decade of the twentieth

El OUUUAWPEUWOEUOI EWEaAawOOwWxEUUPEUOEUW?DHDUD

were yet quite free to follow the dictates of their own inspiration, to make their own

incursions into the unknown and as yet unattempted.

As it was, AdOOI w' PUOT Uw Ui OEPOI Ew OUUUDPEIT Ouw
2T UOUBEODPDOT 6> w3T 1 wxUBEOI OUwWwOI WEUOWEUI wbd

the ingenuity of the critics today as they exercised both perhaps a decade ago.The

%L T Ul MeinEK@rapf has delivered himself of an indictment of extravagance,
decadence and insanity in painting, not so much as an artist as a moralist. He does not

like the type of mentality expressed by that art which has thrown overboard all the

aspiration and the technique of the painting he saw as a boy in Vienna. He hopes little
from modernism in art as an educative factor in the life of the sound nation. There will

be hundreds of people who can endorse his forceful pages on painting, who cannot,

perhaps, see eye to eye with him onall other matters.

As we shall have occasion to relate later on, Adolf by no means abandoned his

drawing after the rebuff he received on his arrival in Vienna. He persevered with his
pencil, confining himself almost exclusively to architectural subjects, and attained

sufficient proficiency to fall back upon this sort of work for a living when all else failed.
During the War he had done some sketching in the trenches. Some of his things are

likely to be seen in the Brown House at Munich today.

The late Professor Troost designed the Brown House after a rough design and

x OEOQwWOl wUT T w%llT Ul UBw( UwPEUwWUOwWUT T w2UUED(

himself in later years when affairs of State permitted. Hi tler personally drew the plans
for the variou s alterations which became necessary at the Berghof (his country place

near Munich) after his assumption of office. He is still keen about architecture and

building, notwithstanding the immense press of affairs which otherwise occupy his
time and attention . His artistic talent lies chiefly in this direction. Instead of becoming

| W
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an architect in bricks and mortar, however, he has become the architect of rebuilt
Germany.

* k k% %

Wandering about Vienna, wondering what on earth he was to do, penniless and
alone, Adolf noticed that everywhere building seemed to be going on. Enormous
palaces were in course of construction all over the city. It occurred to him one day in
some such busy spot to beard the foreman and a& to be taken on, bricklayer, mortar
mixer, hod carrier - anything - for a daily wage. The foreman eyed him over, bethought
himself a moment, then with a nod assented.

There could not have been much unemployment in Vienna at that date. Adolf, at
any rate, was fixed up for a while. They took him on a s a day labourer, liable any time
to dismissal, and paid him scarcely enough to keep body and soul together. It was a
mere pittance. He found a lodging, but a pretty wretched one, in a dim, damp, sunless
hovel, shared with a work -mate at the back of a celar used as a dwelling-place. The
work was hard, and for five solid years Hitler never knew what it was not to go
hungry, daily.

The story of these years in Vienna has been more fully and more biographically
recounted in the Kampf than anything precedingt i 1 08 w3 OwOEOa wUUUE
life they are the most significant of all. It was in Vienna, in constant need and poverty,
losing a job as soon as finding it, rubbing shoulders with want and vice and misery in
every form, having endless political wrangle s with fellow -workmen, none too friendly
disposed towards one, somewhat hard of persuasion, tramping the streets, observant
of all who passed - that Adolf Hitler sensibly or insensibly laid the foundations for a |l
his future thinking, study, and activity.

Still a lad in his teens, he had these hard times to pass in the school of adversity.
As a result he laid it down afterwards in one of the stressed passages in his book that
the Social Problem must be tackled fom below and not from above. That is the dic tum
of the man who has been through the mill, not of the theoretical economist.

His mind was acutely busy, taking in every problem that presented itself, from
the problem of the despairing woman who on pay day fails to wring a coin from the
still more despairing and therefore drunken father of her starving children, to the most
philosophical problems of impossible political expediencies. The Vienna of that time
furnished an extraordinarily strong and analyti cal young mind with an amazing
human phantasmagoria upon which to exercise itself Hitler confronted, as a boy of
UBRUT 1T OWEOGEwWUI YI OUT 1 OOwUT 1 w&OUEPEOwWOOOU
without further ado. But it was as that boy under twenty that h is decisions were
reached how these things were each and severally to be dealt with.
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He came face to face with Communism, Marxism, Jewdom, with Capital and
Labour, with problems of race deterioration, immorality and disease, and instead of

accepting the proffered panacea of any already existing theories of betterment, he

smashed, as it were, every one of these hard stones to powder in the powerful machine
of his own thought, and began afresh, from the very beginning and with very far -

reaching vision, to build up in his own mind the entire State afresh as a State fit for

decent human beings to live in.

He tells of a discussion, one day, on a scaffolding high up on one of the palaces
of Vienna, between himself and some Communist fellow -workmen. The young Hit ler

had not yet made up his mind as to his own po litical creed. The Communists were

impatient and offered him the alternative of joining their lot or of being summarily
stood off the job. It was in the midday pause: they had been arguing and munching

bread on the scaffolding.

EEEEEEEEEEEO

When the hour struck fortu UOD OT wOOWET EPOwaodudl w' pUO
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Marxist mates of his were in the right of it. Merely, so far, from observation , it seemed
to him that the Marxist theory offere d a paradise quite impractical in reality; he had

no sympathy with its anti -religious side, and no faith in its message to the working

man.

So things went from worse to worse. Presently he could no longer afford to share

the hovel behind the cellar. He crept at night into some more or less sheltered corner
of a courtyard or alley in any one of the narrow streets in the older quarter of the city,

Dl WEOAwWUUET wUxOUWEOUOEWE]l WEE®QBBWODE®Y

there, on the cold hard ground, was broken by the noises of the town and by the sound
of distant military music in the cafes and the parks.

By day the gorgeous panorama of the gay and polished life of the great Viennese
thoroughfares of pleasure offered itself to his moody contempl ation. He contrasted not

only his own wretched lot and hopeless outlook with that of the bespangled men and
women of the Graben, the Kaerntnerstrasse, the Ring, but the lot of the hundreds, nay,

thousands of others in like cases with himself. Instead of driving Hitler into the ranks

of the Reds, the spectacle had the opposite effect upon him. He believed that the

A 2 oA~ A N N s A

radical (and later on he came to believe it was a purposeful) misdirecting of the

proletariat.

From time to time he got a job. But sooner or later the question was sure to crop

Uxwbhbli TUOITTUwll whOUOEWNODPOWE w6 OUOT UUz wa 0D
conscientiousness, that in spite of the inevitable consequerce of refusal, he was
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immensely chary of committing himself. He always got involved in the lunch hour in

hot political discussion with his mates. He braced himself to refute such postulates as
Ul EQwlO0wupPEOROOUT DOT wE UU wE w kéiade ofthd @ Y |
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opiate for the common folk.

It was all new and strange to him, since hitherto he had heard nothing of Karl
Marx and his theories, or of the system of Trade Unions. These debates helped him to

hammer out his own ideas on the hard anvil of theses utterly repugnant to his per sonal

sense and feeling. He began now to distinguish between the different party
programmes of the time, but viewed them each and every one with reserve and

criticism. For one thing, he distrusted the universal vote of the Social Democrats to
better the state of things just as profoundly as he distrusted Communism.

We get the impression of a fearfully serious and responsible-minded young man

debating these things as youths of his age in England might debate the chances of the
cup-tie. Undernourished and wr etchedly clothed, there was nothing he could afford

by way of interest in life except these wordy arguments - no fun, no recreation, no
friendships, - no girls. As soon as it appeared to him demonstrable that the Trade
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them. It was no use bothering him to join any such thing.
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Once an older man, sorry for the youth, mumbled in his ear as he turned to go:
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Out on the streets again. Adolf found a queer shelter in the lamproom of a sort

PN ~ P N

lumber, and, sleepless in the dirt and fetid air breathed over and over again by a

number of wretched companions in the night, cudgel his brains as to the outlook. Not
the least of his misery came from neighbouring sounds of children cryi ng and of a wife

being beaten by her drunken husband.

Everything around him, especially this screaming and these blows, convinced

him that these were the consequences and the victims of a teaching criminally false in

essence. Inthe reek and dirtof thatx OEET w' DPUOI Uz Uwa OuUT i UOwU
2, EURPUOUU» wUOOUT wEOEWOEDOG
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But, meanwhile, for himself something else must be tried. Two years of th ese
experiences had sufficed to make if clear that there was no place for him as arunskilled

workman and a political free thinker in the ranks of Viennese labour.

He harked back to his old love - drawing. In spite of the death blow to his artistic

ambiti ons with which he had been greeted on arrival in the capital, Adolf felt that this

FEEEEEE

after all offered the only way out of his difficulties. He scraped together somehow or
OUTT UwUI | wil pPw&UOUET | OwOl El UUEUawUOwEUVa u

trade, and hit on a fourth -story attic in a third -class lodging house by way of a gudio.

%OUwWUT 1 wOl ROwWUT UI 1 wUOUUTT ODPOT OWUEYDOT ¢

took on a strange complexion. His was not the picturesque and harrowing story of the
garret artist living on the flame of his own unrecognised genius with which we a re so

familiar. What sketches he made, he sold, and so managed to live, but neither his talent

nor his market led to much. His interest in politics, so rudely awakened, rea lly

coloured all this period. Now that he had time to read, he read, he studied! He laid
hands on every pamphlet, paper, book or manifesto going which might throw light for

him on the theories and principles by which the working lives of his former associa tes
were determined, and to whose ruthlessness his own experience bore witness.

HitOl Uz UwUl UPOUUwx OOPUPEEOWUUUEaAWEITI T EQuw

And then something else attracted his attention, infinitely far -reaching in its

consequences

Prior to his arrival in Vienna Adolf Hitler had never seen a Jew. In Vienna at th at

time, however, out of a population of some 1,364,500 inhabitants, 118,000 were Jews.
One of their synagogues, a brick building in Moorish style, stood in the Tempelgasse,

not far from the great Praterstrasse, and in the same Bezirk or quarter of the city,

Leopoldstadt, was to be found the synagogue of the Turkish Jews.

It was the odd appearance of a passerby in his gaberdine caftan which arrested
UT 1 wEOUOUUa uHa tasiardiogudoking in a bookshop window at the

moment. Was this tall black fi gure with the sharp black eyes and queer locks pendant

on either side of the face a Jew? Well, then, what was a Jew? Was a Jew a German?

In Linz there had been but few, and these so indistinguishable from the rest of

the townsfolk that Adolf knew no other distinction than that they professed a different
religion. That they had often been oppressed and persecuted on account of this was

also within his knowledge, and the fact was capable of calling up his sympathies. He

thought such a thing as Jew-baiting wa s barbarous. The sudden encounter with this
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Rabbi gave a new turn to his all-devouring political curiosity, and he determined, next,

5[5 (o

to study some of the anti-Jewish literature disseminated by the anti-Semite Party.

All the time it hardly satisfied him. H e saw in it mere propaganda. Only later

pi 1 OwUOl 1 w?) UET OT UET 1T » wEEOI wOOwWET wbEI OUDI
which it was already fully made up, did he devel op that attitude towards the Jews

which it has been so particularly hard for English people to understand.

Those who have had no occasion to study the long-standing question of anti-

Semitism in Europe, and to whom the Jewish question as it may present itself in

England presents no particularly urgent or dangerous features, must turn to t he pages

in Germany. As a youth he had opportunity enough for observations on this he ad in
Vienna.

The first unpleasant discovery he made was that most of the pornography to be

observed in the book shops, photo-shops, films, etc. etc. (And Vienna could rival Paris
in this respect), in nine cases out of ten issued from Jewish sources. Heurned his

attention to the Viennese press, and from respect and admiration passed to contempt
for the venality and partisanship. He pursued his solitary and brooding studies and

enquiries, as the questions arising out of these observations assumed ever moe and

more importance for his comprehension of the Social-Democratic system which
appeared to be responsible for much that struck him as politically iniquitous. He traced

everything ultimately to Marxismus, and Marxismus itself to Jewish support and

sponsorship.

The National-Socialist case against the Jews has been set forth ligly enough

over and over again. It has received much attention abroad at the hands of friendly or
unfriendly exponents of the Third Reich. It would serve little purpose to cover th e

ground again here, especially as we have only to do with those interests of the young

Hitler in Vienna, which had so great a share in the formation of his political ideas. It
was in these years of bitterness and poverty he came to hate the Jew for his fiancial

stranglehold on all classes of the population, and for the cosmopolitan and
materialistic influence he exercised, fatal to the existence of a healthy national growth

and sentiment.

Even after the drastic steps recently taken to reduce the number d Jews in

Germany and to curtail the disproportionate activity in every sph ere of German life, a

high percentage of the Jewish population of the Reich still remain.
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orthod ox Hebrew. But | have all the rights of a German because | fought in the War.
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The idea of the present book is far more to offer a human picture of the %L I Ul {

than to make any further contributions (from the Nazi standpoint or any other) on

matters which are looked upon outside the Reich as highly contentious. But should the
reader, especially the English reader, desire to arrive at some real under-standing of

the grounds upon which Adolf Hitler as a young open -minded man, new to the
?) UEI OT UET T 2 uwbOWEOOwWPUUWEUxI EUUOWEOOEI BY

do better than spend the inside of five minutes over a statement of the case againsthe

Jews in Austria and in Vienna which precedes Nazi sources altogether.

It was written, in fact, just about the very time Hitler first turned his attention to

the question. In The Modern Jeywby Arnold White (Heinemann, 1899), two works are

guoted whic h put the matter in a nutshell, and put it beyond dispute, the Antisemiten
Katechismu®f Theodor Fritsch, and Die Judenfrage in Oesterrejdy Gremieux.

It was not Hitler who discoveredthat 2 UT T w) I PU6 wi OUOwWPOwUI

EOOOI UE b E O unkhidiOsinis 1 $hé subjugation and exploitation of non -Jewish

x] OxOl Ubw! awUl I wxUEEUPE]l woOi wUOUUUawOi 1 a
dishonourable means and secret cooperation have so undernined established trades

and industries, and have got so many branches of business into their own hands that

PV NN NN
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pornography and prostitution were not wrongfully ascribed. The contemporary

majority of unfortunate girls who form the prostitutes of the larger towns have fallen
UT UOUT T w) il PPUT WET xUEYDPUaA-EOBPOUO&EU z 16 @O0y
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the time is not far distant when Jewish ascendency in Austria will bring new forces of

s AN o~ AN

* *k * k%

On the western side of the Ring in Vienna, facing the Volksgarten, itself part of

the gardens of the Imperial Palace, stand the Houses of Parliament. The curving sweep
of a broad approach leads to a fine Greek portico, with fluted columns and majestic

- 28 -
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tymp anum above. The Chamber of Deputies on the left and the Upper House on the

right form two independent buildings adorned with marble  statuary and basreliefs
and great bronze quadrigae.

Adolf Hitler, out of a job, came here, pencil in hand, to distract his thoughts with
the problem of these classic and dignified perspectives. It was a great change of subject

5] || 5] | =] |7 (] (o]

from the wonderful Gothico | w2 U8 w2 Ul xT 1 Oz UwOUwUT 1T wel I

Period represented in the old Rathhaus in the Wipplingerstrasse. But as the young
OEOzUwxUI OEEUxXxEUDPOOwWPPUT wxOOPUPEEOWDEI E

time, he found himself rather concerned with what might be going on within the
Parliament House than with its exterior attractions.

One day, in fact, he essaye to enter the peristyle. A functionary enquired his
business.
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So that was that! Hitler departed, bought his ticket and turned up promptly on

the morrow, full of interest respect and anticipation . This was a tremendous occasion
for him, actually to be going to witness some thing of history in the making.

2800z GOl EEABEUD OwUT T w21 EOOEW&EOOI Ua O~ wl
Along a corridor with endless doors, on the one side he went. Opening one of these

with noiseless care, he peeped within. Yes this seemed to be it, all right- this was the

Second Galley. Hitler went down a steep little gangway and insinuated himself into
the first vacant seat which offered itself without inconveni | OET wUOwWEDOAEODE

But, after all, was this the right place? Things seemed rather odd. Down there in
the Chamber people were jostling each other in the most unruly sort of groups,

P SN

inattention and confusion. It took the astonished young man quite a few moments

before he was able to distinguish that somebody actually seemed to be addressing the

House! A Member occupied the Rostrum and was short-sightedly reading from a
paper held close to his face, while his right arm made sundry gestures by way of

emphasis and accompaniment. Only by this token, however, could it possibly be

supposed that he was speaking! No one took the remotest notice.
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The universal uproar around suggested noth ing so much as an annual fair. Then

suddenly the Member finished: stuck his speech in a case, and came down the few
steps which led from the Presidium to the floor. A few of his partisans, apparently,

chancing to notice the fact, applauded perfunctorily. W hereupon an extraordinary

individual, half -hidden behind stacks of books and papers, rose up behind the
Rostrum and rang a delirious little bell for silence.

For the space of a moment the universal cachinnation died down; a few heads
were turned in the di rection whence the new noise came. A second Member sprang

EEEEEEEO

up the steps, two at a time, and burst into a flood of extemp ore speech. Hitler could

not understand a word of it. Then it suddenly occurred to him -UT PUwpPEUOz U
This was some Slavonictongu nw? 6 T EVwUOT T wETl UET wbhUwbUWE {
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Hitler had scarcely been sitting in the Second Gallery an hour before he

discovered that here in the Austrian Parliament were represented four or five
nationalities, no Member of which understood a word of what the others in turn might

chance to orate about. Now it was a Czech speakirg, now a Ruthenian, now a Serb,

now a Croatian, and none but the Czechs, Ruthenians, Serbs or Croatians in the House
understood each orator in turn.

The speeches were punctuated by wild outcries of approval or disapproval as the
case might be from the parties concerned. Not infrequently a hand-to-hand fight

seemed imminent, when the piercing clamour of the little bell did what it could to call

the House to order. Whereupon the speaker would resume, and again work himself
up to oratorical frenzy, when the ¢ hance passing of a German Member across the floor

would provide an opportune diversion.

( OEPUI EwUOwi Uvaowl YI U aamyOnodddEpretipitiatel him&elf 1 w

upon the offender, and the next instant the whole Chamber would be involved in a

ding -dong fight. A bundle of papers, accurately flung, landed bang in the honourable
EQOEwl EOOEOUwW, 1 OET UzUwi EE]I Ow bl dédUThe) c&rdam |

delegates got together and hung together, and made common cause against the rest of
the heterogeneous asembly. Whatever could be seized and used as a weapon was

snatched up and flung or banged or whacked or transformed into some wildly

launched projectile.
311 WEDOWPERI EwDOEI UEUPEEEOI 6w. O wEOUOE

hear the frenzied bell however desperately it was plied by the man behind the

Rostrum. This individual suddenly gave up - grabbed his portfolio - and shot off out
of a side door. Next thing the astonished onlooker knew was that the various

international scrums going on all over the floor of the House seemed to come unstuck,

and a general rush ensued towards the exits.
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Horrified and amazed Hitler turned to a nei ghbour in the gallery and ventured
to enquire if this was the conclusion of the sitting.

2
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consider things quite in order.
gsq E
Presently, to be sure, the Members came trooping jak, heralded by the President E
who himself, this time, vas busy with the bell, very self -assured and bland. Few ofthe
Deputies came down into the Chamber and duly seated themselves. Then one of them, E
EWUEOOOQwWUT POWOE Owbk PUT wE w dighityvasténdedl théRostrunh. E E E w U
Here and there the Members prepared to listen, many individuals dotted about in
singular isolation. E
The speech had to do with Agriculture - mainly. It dragged its length along all E
pretence was gradually abandoned of paying it any sort of attention. The Deputies E
onr.egatheted i‘n lfn(?t?. tq taIK, or \sa_t. rfea}dir‘]g‘ thf: newspaper, or scripk.).le‘d IettF:r?. OP'Y - E
Ull wUxIl EOl UzZUwEEI 1 Ul OUUWOEEI wUIl | wuobl I Ul J w |
the House had departed to the restaurant and was refreshing itself after the previous E
| BEPUDOI wxEUUEI | o
]
Adolf Hitler, up in the second gallery, had had enough! E
To the seriousminded young man who had come here, full of respect, for a sort E
of object lesson at first hand in the working of that grand id ea, the parliamentary E
system, the scene he had witnessed was neither Laughable nor despicable. It was
tragic. Hitl er had already read everything upon which he could lay his hands about E
the English parliamentary system, and he had come to the Houses of Parlament that E
day with his head full of fine political theory. What he saw seemed to bear it out in no
single jot or tittle. E
'l WEOUOEOZzZUwWOEUT T nwlEUT T Uwll wki OVwWEOP EE)CN)
sick with incredulous dis -appointment. He retreated to his studious attic and turned E
to his books again, and wrestled week after week with the tough problem of the wide E
discrepancy between theory and practice. He took to haunting the Parliament, massing
PT OO01 wi OUUUwWPOwWUT T wOPUUI d&h@s’hchﬁgﬁrfbrésisiohaw@wcﬁz Ol
had at first received; here was anything but transitory and accidental. Such a E
conclusion, however, could not be sustained. The Austrian Parliament continually
displayed itself to him in the light of an irrational beer garden. E
Hitler has said of himself that his impression one strongly recorded, his judgment E
once clearly formed he never went back on it. This chaotic and ridiculous Austrian E
assembly certainly had a decisive and fail reaching effect upon his earnest and
searching mine It did much at its own date and in its own way to help Hitler to form lﬁ
-31- [G]
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the idea of the responsible individuals as Leader as contrasted with a contradictory,
irresponsible and incapable majority.

In such adventures, such hardships, and such studies fve years went by for
Hitler in Vienna, two years a casual labourer, and three years as starveling painter
They had been years of grinding poverty, but of rich experience. He had come thither
as a mere youth He was to leave the city a graveminded man. These years in Vienna
are looked upon as the formative year in his life, the most significant for all that was
to come.

+000PO0OT WEEEOQWUxOOwUT T OOwOEUI UOwUT T ww
changing conclusions arrived a during that time. He left Vienna at last in despair of
making good there, and turned his face to Munich instead. A confirmed enemy of
Marxism, and of the Jews, he had as yet no idea of politics as a career. He does not
seem to have considered himself in such a role at all. He was devotedto his pencil and
dependent on it He came to Munich seeking nothing but some sort of studio, and some
fresh opportunity to dispose of hi unassuming artistic wares.
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CHAPRPTER 3

MUNICH

in Munich. He came down the steps of the Central Station with a

O ne sunny day, then, in the spring of the year 1912, Adolf Hitler arrived

delighted sense of having left Vienna. Here, rather, was the city of his

choice, where everything German in him could expand and flourish! The speech of the

EEEEEEEEE

streets sounded familiar to his ear; it was glorious to have got away from the hotch -
potch of Vienna and to find himself among the friendly cordial Bavarians. From that

EEAwUOwUT PUOWDPOEI | EOQw, UOPET wi EVWET 1 OQwi DU

On that bright morning, the young man turned left at the Karlsplatz and
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On the one hand stood the column of the Glyptothek and on the other those of the

Staatsgalerie, whilethe PUOx a O&41 OQOWEOOUI EwUT 1 wOENIT UUDE W

After a moment or two of absorbed admiration, he pursued his way up the broad

Briennerstrasse, glancing about him right and left taking in every detail of the

handsome street. At last, however, he found himself in th e Shleissheimerstrasse. At
that time this was an unpretentious thoroughfare, somewhat narrow and without

much traffic. On either side were rows of long grey lodging -houses with smallish

shops on the ground floor. Hitler fetched up in front of one of these little windows on
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for him! He glanced again at the shop window. It was that of a master t ailor rejoicing

SEEEEEEEEE]

in the name of Popp. Quickly making up his mind, Hitler opened the door of the house

and clambered his way up the dark and narrow staircase until he came to the third
floor, where, apparently, was this room to let.

Frau Popp herself lovesto tell the tale to this day.
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springtime, 1912, when somebody knocked and | went to open the door. A young man
UUOOEwWUIT I Ul wECEWUEDPE wI 1 z E wOsodshaweddituothiml 1t U T
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sofa and a chair. But those two oleographs still hanging on the wall were there then.
The young man and | soon came to terms. He said it would do him all right, and paid

a deposit.
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easel he had picked up somewhere. He began his painting straight away and stuck to
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his work for hours. In a couple of days | saw two lovely pictures finished and lying on

the table, one of the Cathedral, and the other of the Theatinerkirche. After that my
lodger used to go out early of a morning with his portfolio under his arm in search of

customers. He generally visited the same set of people who got interested in his work
and sometimes purchased his sketches.
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look, too, what sort they were - all political stuf f and that, and how to go on in
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he bothered his head over them.
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a week or two, he began bringing home a bit of sausage for dinner or a Nuss-Zopf(small

white loaf). | supposed he had a bit of money put by somewhere. | know he must have
pinched and scraped all that first year he was with us, and often got up hungry from

table. He was very well behaved, and never thought of coming into my kitchen wh en
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any time, but he was always like that. | never in all my life knew such a good -mannered
young man!

2, awl UUEEQEWPEUWUOUUaA wiméel sohdddDand reoveBhan w
once asked him to sit down and have a bite with us. But he never would, he never did.

U

| liked that in him very much.
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house. He just camped in his room like a hermit with his nose stuck in those thick,

heavy books and worked and studied from morning to night.
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ever had a visitor. Only once in a while did he ever get a letter - from his sister who
was married and lived in Vienna. Anyhow | imagined that was who it was from. He

never spoke of: having any relatives.

261 wOi Ul OWEUO!I Ewl POWUOWEOOT wbOwUIT 1 wob!

bit. But he always excused himself veUa wOPE]l OAawEOEWUEDPEwWI 1 7

Ul 01 OETl UOw( wUEPEwWUDT T OwOUUoOws"' 1 UUw' DUOI U
DPOOwPDPUIl wUOT OUI wWEOOOUWEOEwWOI 1 xBOT wOOwUI E

Ul EEPOT wi OUwUOwE O wHe gbt up and Emiled FabdGdo©rde by theu '

arOOws #1 EVUWBUEUwW/ OxxOzwi 1l wWUEPEOws EOI UwEODa
Ol wOUT wOOwl pOwWbOwWODbIi T V7

261 A0uEUz UwROUOwW! Obpbwli T wOBYT Ewl 1 Ul whpbUI

his ways, painting all day, and studying, studying, studying all ev ening and night.

Things seemed to look up a bit for him as time went on; he found a better market for

his pictures.

? OEwUI T OWEEOI w UT UUUOWhNNKOWEOEWUT 1 w6
standing showin g me the card he got from the Kabinettskanzlei letting him join the

&1 UOEOQw UOad2wmp PUOI UWEUwWEOwWw UUUUPEOwU

permission to enlist in a Bavarian regiment.)

26T 1 Owll whPEUwWPOWUUEDODOT wi T wUUIlek gidd 6fia E ¢

rest from drill and exercises. My husband used to send young Peppi out to get him a
T OEUU WOl wET T UBw' PUOT UZ EWEUPOOwWPUOwWNUUUOWU

SOEEEEEEEE]

IT WEPEOzUwl OCEwWPPUT WEOEOT OODPE whnat® -hewould 1 G

pay for it himselfl We didn 7z UwbP EOU Wl POwWUOOWEU U WD wkl wi E
UEUw/ OxxOwUT |1 Ow( wEOOZ OWEOOPwWPOWET EDONn ws

2' 1T WEEOI wUOT | wEgnent feft Mubichl tawsalyl gbodbye. He gripp ed
Oawl UUEEQCEWEaAwWUT | wi O BHWOHNE u WEBUE @ur s< (Olwea (Ouil

POOZUwaOUOwWPOWEEUT wUT 1 zZ EwODPOI wdiOwk EHIT Quda

20U0U0awlOwl YT wadUwUT T wOUOBUEOTI dzw' T wUIndO(

cried - we were all that fondof him!'He T UT 1T 1 Ew/ | xxDwWEOEwW+ DI Ui

such favourites of his, and turned tail and ran.

N oA~ A =

parcel at Christmas he was downright angry. He wrote back he had quite enough to
ea, EOEwPI wbl Ul Oz OwUOWET xUDPYIT wOUUUI OYI1 Uwd(

point, was Hitler.
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281 UOwpkPl OOwUT 1 OOwbki 1 OwUT 1 w6eEUWPEUWOYI l@n'l‘ |
would have come back to us, but that the boy and girl were growing up now and we
OOwoOOO0T T Uwl EEWUT E0wUOOOwWwUOwWOl U6w. Ui T upbU l@ =N
So he bundled his things together and hunted round for somewhere else to go. He left E
| BPUwl EUI OWEOE wl EY | EutBOUuwx UEEGPUQ Ul uxxxDEEQUUUSU | | EDLuI

? ' 1 w Odartel taddsee us, though, after that, and my husband went on making E
his clothes until 1928 when we gave up the shop. Yes, indeed- the Herr Hitler - he was
UT 1T wUOUUOwOOT wEOGO7Z7 UWEOOT WwEEUOUU WD OWE wl UUUIE ?

So much for Frau Popp. What a picture she draws in her own homely fashion, of E
this lonely ascetic young lodger, engrossed in his painting and in great big dry and E
dusty books from the State Library! There is no suggestion in the naive recital of any E
recreations, any youthful gaieties or follies. But a very pleasant impression is derived
[ UOOWPOwWO! wii 1 WUOEI UODOET EwgUDI O unedténdikwi [[Fjoo
in the hospitable little kitchen, and of his affection for the - doubtless - radaw children. E

* k k k% E

| thanked Frau Popp for all she had been so good as to tell me and asked her if E
she had ever seen her lodger again since he had become Chancellor of Germany. E

281 UOWPOEI T EO2 wUT 1 wEOUPI UI EOQOwWEI EODPOIT & LE wi
on a visit to his architect, Professor Troost, so | put on my Sunday best and went there E
to see him. Only two S.S. men (Picked Guards) stood in the doorway of the house and
WOulE Oz OwOl UwOlOl wxEUUBw( WUEPEwW( wOOOawbpEAQUI E E w
had known him so long. They asked how long, and when | said over twenty years, E
they changed their tune at once. They took me into the courtyard of the house and
asked me to wait a couple of minutes. | did so, standing near his automobile. Then E
I:Iitler came, af:corrlpgnigd by twq other ge\ntINeme,n. He cauAgr,lt §|ght 01: me apd strode E o
UOPEUEUwWOI OWEOUIl wl EOEUwWOUUUUUI UEIT I EQuwI b | E
[ Oxxzwl 1l wi RRAUENDGD EOus®uWwud | wa OUwWET EPOnw' C'EIIT C
was all of a flutter like and ha If-forgot all Id been planning to say to him. | managed to E
stammer out a few words, calling him, of course, Herr Reichskanzler, but he cut me
short at that. E

2s.0@OwWUT T wOOEwbPEaz UwE(l VQOWEDO EW' 10Wlaw E E?)i(")l
waivingtheri U0Ouws - ObpwUl OOwO! weOOWEEOUUw+bHI UI O E()E

?2' 1 WPEUwxUUUDOT wOl wEUwOawl EUI wEUODOT w Ef’)L'Jl
all of a dither. E
3 Tomboy. lﬁ
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Liesel at The Hague in Holland.

5] |{=T]

2s#1 EUwWOl nzwi | wWUEPEQuwsUT T azUl wEOUT WE wx

alone now with your husband? How are you two getting EOOOT y z

?2-001 POT wPOUOEWEOWEUUwW( wOUUUwUI 60wT b

between sinceheld JwUU8 w UwWOEUUwWI | wEl EQOEUI EwOOET U
Ol OWEOE WOEET wlOl wxUOOPUI w(zEWEOOI wel EPOBJ w

EOQwi Uxl EPEOCOCawOOw+HI Ul OWEOE W/ I xxDb?

* k% k% %

In Munich, of course, the art centre of Germany, the young man had greatly

extended facilities for the study of painting. In the innumerable Bierhallen, too, he had

opportunities for forgathering with many a discursive chance acquaintance only too

ready to argue with him upon politics. In  Mein KampfU T 1 w % [ed¢otds athuntber of
these sittings. Overhearing a remark made one day of that pre-War time to the effect

that Germany had nothing to fear so long as she could count on the friendship of
Austria and Italy, the new -comer from Vienna was obliged to throw his n ewspaper

aside, and give the speaker the benefit of his firsthand better knowledge of the subject.

)U0U00wiT T OwUO0T PUO> wi 1 w OE Bermad pau »f Qe EHAWShurg B C
conglomeration we can reckon on: the other element is dead against us everywheae!

Uwi OUw( UEGaOwUT 1 wi EVwWOI YI Uwal Dwi 66Ul 6001

The Bierhallen in Munich are by no means mere drinking resorts. They serve a

variety of public purposes, and offer spacious accommodation for every sort of

festivity or gathering. They are frequented by all classes. Everyone has its own
particular patrons, and every table serves as a nucleus for one of a dozen informal

clubs and groups of like-minded acquaintances. Hitler brought the same powers of
observation to bearupon UT 1 w, LOET 1 Ol UUwWEUwWT 1 wi EEWEUO
in Vienna.

:

In the course of a month or two it amazed him to discover how blind or how

indiff erent many of them appeared to be to the signs of the times, the menace of

Marxismus, for instance, and the need for another sort of national expansion than that
merely brought about by trade. He had many an opportunity of sharpening his

dialecticinthe VEUD OU U W5 OOOUW" ETl 1T UwOUwbOwUT 1T w' OI E

spurred him on to further and protract ed study in the public libraries. Hence Frau
| OxxzZ UWEOOETI UOwWOYIT Uwli 1T wEOCOUOUWOI wOPEODI

the Schleissheimerstiasse.

e EEEEEEE| G5

5 5 o o o

Os
ey

DU |

£
-

L U1

w C

EEEEEEEEE]

EEEEEE T EEEEEE O EEEEE e EEEEE o)

E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
C
C
C
C
C
g
g
g
g
g
g
=

o)



2 EEEEEEEEEREEEEERE) [ [E

31T wOPOwail EVUwWOT EQwl OExUI EwEI UPT 1 OQw' P

Cl

of the Great War saw him making strides, indeed, both as an artist and as a student.
His mind, fed by such a persevering course of solid reading, was inwardly shaping

itself for the work of the future. It is possible that his self -education owes as much to

this period as to that of his preceding precarious existence in Vienna. One thing is

certain. Adolf Hitler was happier and more comfortably circumstanced under Frau

Poppz UwODPOEQa wUOO! wlUTl EQwi 1 wi EEwWETI T QwUDPOEIT (
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CHAPTER 4

WITHIHITLEI R IN THE WAR

2
5] || 5] | =] |7 (] (o]

%L T Ul UOwUIT EI BYIT EwUT Jroent &) Bé) offidas Bf Ghes U T

I I err Ignaz Westenkirchner, ex-Service man, and war-time comrade of the
59g OODPUET I UnuNuhich EBuEWeUréphired immediately to a

quieter room where we could talk in comfort.

2#1 EUwWOI Owal UO?2 wUEDPE wl 1 Ogocd@dmradediiatihé&was! w U

They published that story of how he brought me home from America at his own
I Rx1 OUI OWEUUOwW( zOOwUI OOwhPUwhbOwi UOGOwUOwaobd

N s oA~ A o

A somewhat small-built man, this Ign az Westenkirchner, thin, with a clean-

UT EYIl Owi EEl wOUET wODPOI EWEOEwWPOUOOWEOEOQWOI

age. He wore a simple blue suit and had a regular galaxy of various-coloured pencils
sticking out of the pocket in his jacket. He had a job in the dispatching department of

the paper, hence the multi-coloured pencils.

?2 Ul UwUT EQwT PET OUUwOPTT UwbHDOw %OEDEIT U
61 UUI OOPUET O1 UOw P (agaifst Hitlertagath Urdilxwe Ea dtross each
other here in MunichOw P OwUT 1 w2 Ul UOI EOI UEU&AUBw3T EU
belonged to the Green Police just then- ( z Ewl QU OO OI1 E wN U U-UpwoiheU |

SEEEEE ]

Revolution. We old comrades of the List Regimenti OUT EUT I Ul EwEUOwUI

Hitler used the place regularly.

21 U0wbhbOwUT T w, EVUET woOil wiUOTl ECwal EVw( wol i U
not far from Munich. Hitler was against it. He did all he could to persuade me to stop

where | was. He said he was dead certain he would himself succeed over his own plans

5] [ [

and poOPUPEEOwWPEI EUOWEOEwWUT E0wDi w( ZEwWwOOOA w
l UOUw( wPhEUOZUwUOWET wOUUOI EWEUPEIT 8 w- BHAUAEG
make a go of it - and found myself among the workless and the unemployed.

2 (wEl PUEICE H0 wOUU0Owi EODOAWEOEWEOOOwWUOwW

Uil DOT Uwpkl Ul wOOOT wUOOWET T 1T Ul UOwi YI OwlYIl UL

poorly fixed as ever, and out of a job.

?2 Oal Obpw( ZEwWOl xOwUxwhpbUT wU ddih thelalitwmd bfl w

5| 55)E SIS

UT EQwal EUwWOOT woOi wOT 1T OwUll OUwO! whpOUEwWUT EVUw
| wrote straightaway to him in Berlin, but got no answer. So | had another shot at it
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and wrote to his sister at Obersalzberg. And she sent him my news. Not particularly l@
good news - mine!

]

27311 OOwWUUEETI 00aOwoO0l weEawEUw1l EEDPOT wb

O~
——

living, | got a telegram from a German shipping officein | OUOD O1T wdIl wUI E
Adolf Hitler himself, had defrayed all the expenses of my return with my family to

Germany, and that | could set out to come home just as soon as | liked.

?. YT UNOGal EOQwUI T wpi 001 wOOU wOI wU U weamblrguU E

D wi I

and went on straight to Berlin. | just longed to see my old comrade again -

Reichskanzler though he be- and thank him from the bottom of my grateful heart for
having come so splendidly to our rescue.

2(wl OUwWUOwWUT 1T w" T EOEIT O®dardedamidvd.tHis hrérting was |

as warm as man could wish. He spoke, too, inour OOEEQWEDEOI EUOQuws)

EEEOOw61 UUI OOPUET Ol Unw2UxxOUIl wadbUwNUUUOwU
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23T EOWPEUWEOOwWUDT T U O wOimunig Kids! Bitldr via &viaysw (L

fond of the kiddies. We had a good old talk, as you may imagine, and he wound up
EawUEaAaDOT wil zEwl OVUWEWNOEwWI OUwOl wOOwUT T w

word of thanks. | just tried to tell him what | felt and what | thought of him, but

OEUT T POT Gawil whpEPYI EwbUwWE OB Wk bERI@ang 80H O
I EEWUOG »

Here, then, we have the full text of the Westenkirchner story which everyone so
liked.

3T 1T w%wli Ul Uwi POUT Of wi E tendedirbMeid Kahpf Gt iti$ & U
contribution to the rapidly growing Hitler lit 1T UEUUUIT wOOwl EYI w' 1 U

SEEEEE S]]

verbatim story.

In the few pages in which Hitler describes the atmosphere of Europe just prior to

the outbreak of the Great War, using the oncoming of thunderstorm as his metaphor,
he attains great impressive dignity. . O1 wi 1 T OUwUOT T wOxx Ul UUDOO

o

Hitler went through the War, on the Western Front.

He was wounded in October, 1916. He went into hospital near Berlin and w as

returned later to his battalion at Munich. Then, two years afterwards, in the same
month, he was gassed at Ypres and blinded.

4 WUEUT T Uwi Uil wOUEBGBUOEUDOOWI OUwW?2ET OOwi UOOWUET 66
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It was in hospital at Pasewalk, in Pomerania, that Adolf Hitler heard of the l@
Revolution, the flight of the Kaiser, and the col lapse of the Fatherland. He writes that
he had not wept since he stood by hismotl | Uz Uwl UEYIT UPEIT 6 w- OPO l@ )P |
UOPOOwW?RUEYI OPOT 2 wOOwWT PUwl al UOWEOGEwWUT UI EUE 1200
He stumbles away, falls down on his hospit al cot, and cries out in anguish all the
UEEUDI PET wil EEwWEIT 1 Ouhd Graves bEed of wlRtbehindrEds: &né U E
thousands of those who had left the Fatherland full of high belief and hope, never to E
Ui O0u0o6 2 E
It was at this moment, at this heart-breaking crisis, Adolf Hitler made his great E
decision. He would devote himself to th e rehabilitation of his country. E
]
* k% * % % E
281 Uowal Vo> wUEAUW 1 O0w(T 6Eawei UOT 60D UHFHI
us up when we got down - hearted: he kept us going when things were at their worst - E
EUOQOwl I wEOQUOEOZ UWEOOONRwW3T ECwWwPEUWUT T woOoI wUE o]
]
2. 01l wUI DOT whk1 wE O UBdérésy df us U OV QIVWW IOIEE w E EE a
EIT UUET wxEUEEI Owl YI OwUOPEUEUWUT T wi OEQwPT I 00
5]
Anot her comrade, Herr Max Amann, formerly regimental clerk, adds that Hitler E
Ol YI UwPEOUI EWEWEOOODPUUDOOG W' 1 2 £ w i Oenited w L8] o ¢
UOwUIl OEPOSwW?. 1 U1 002 wil wUEaUOw?"' b U(pieferablywU Ei w
afamilymg OzBOQE wY OOUOUT | Uwi OUwWUT T wi RUUEWEEOT If=p UL
]
On September 17th, 1917, they gave him the Military Service Gross with swords; E
on May 9th, 1918, he got theregimental diploma for signal bravery in attack; and on
August 4th, 1918, he receiwed the Iron Gross, first class. E
(UwPEUwWPOwWI DBUwWwOOEI POl UWEUW%UEUw/ Ox xz U EI E
of the shot at Sarajevo. There wa a tremendous babble going on suddenly outside; in E
the street below people came running together; a word flo ated up to his ears, and on E
I DPUwl ODPOT WwEOPOwxUI Ul OUO0awUOwi pOEwWOUUwPI EE Ui
]
3T UUwW®UEUwW/ OxxOwEUI EUT OwgUwkpBOUI mE'BEE')GEiu@
$Ual 1 UaAaOT wWHUEO& wwl UEPOEOEwWPUUwWI UOOUEI tkwp El
Ferdinand, has been assassinated!) E
Hitler pushed past her into the street. Thrusting his way into a press of people, E
staring open-mouthed at a placard, he read the announcement of the crime for himself. E
The perpetrators, it seemed, had already been arested.
[y
42 [y
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The whole world gasped at the news. No one in Munich required to be
particularly well posted as to the political situation just then to rea lize that this must
mean an explosion in the Balkans. The Bavarian royalties themselves, to whom the
unfortun ate Archduke and his wife had paid a visit only so recently as the previous
March, certainly foresaw great political consequences in Austria and Russia, but never
dreamed of an imminent World War. The city seethed with indignation.

In Vienna, too, the populace were furious: mobs threatened the Serbian Legation.
This murder was understood there as the overt act of a conspiracy which Austria -
Hungary suspected to have its origin in Serbia. The bomb throwers at Sarajevo, and
Princip, the man who shot the Archd uke, were the emissaries of certain secret societies
whose aim was a dissolution of the Dual Monarchy and the setting up of a Pan-Serb
State with the assistance of France and Englant

A well -posted man like Hitler could grasp the fearful impending conseq uences
better than most people. There followed a few days of high tension, then, on August
1st, in view of the Russian mobilisation, came the reluctant Imperial order for the
OOEPOPUEUPOOWOI w&l UOEOazUwl Ul ECwPEUWOEE
Army. Munich got marching orders from Berlin. The aged prince -regent, Ludwig,
remained at the Residenz; his son, Grown Prince Rupprecht, however, departed for
the Front, Prince Ludwig Ferdinand at once presented himself for a military surgeon,
and his sister, Princess Pilar, became a nurse.

Munich was filled with field -grey uniforms, and an immense military activity.
Youth everywhere was sanguine and high-spirited. The sense of war flew to
Il YIUAEOEazUwi T EEWODPOl wbbOI 6 w3l I nyl lyppdsdits w
called to the colours from the Bayerischer Wald, the mountains and the Franconian
plains scarcely knew what it was all about, they only needed to learn that the
Fatherland was threatened, to become as conspicuous for their enthusiasm at ths
moment as later they were to become conspicuous for bravery.

Every day troops were moving off. There were enormous parades. The
companies massed in great open spaces swore their oath of allegiance anew; the priests
and bishops of the Protestant and Catholic churches blessed their departure; the
trumpeters sounded the Zum Gebet; and to the accompaniment of blood-stirring
martial music, and the tumultuous leave -taking of the townsfolk, masses of men
entrained for the Front.

5 Amazing details about the background of Pan-Serb conspiracies may be faind in the interesting novel
xDUWEOEwWSUUI wpEaw! UUOOwW! Ul T OAKOwWwxUEODPUT I EwbOws$ O
Patriotism.
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Day after day crowds assembled in dense thousands before the Feldherrnhalle

PR TEEEN s A

painter from Vienna sang with them as lustily as the rest. No sooner had the war bomb

PPN s oA ~ .

EOUUOQwWUT EQwi T wUUUT | @ww® O W Bdppatieténéne tiaBhedotf 2

an application to the Kabinettskanzlei of the King for permission to enlist in a Bavarian
Regiment and to fight with the German Army ©.

Immensely to his astonishment and jubilation the very next day brought the
answer! The Herr Kabinettschef of the Prince-Regent Ludwig accepted the young

UUUOUDPEOZ Uwx UOI iditettad Girh to tepout Yildelt i0meHiddey at the

PIRNEN N~ N s oA N P

passionate erthusiasm of those first few weeks of the War; typical of high -spirited,

patriotic, untried youth debouching on every Front.

On the Exerzierplatz of Munich he went through a period of intensive training,

of drilling, forming fours, evolutions, then route m arching and bayonet practice, such

as was claiming the energies of young men all over the world, to fall upon his cot night
after night drunk with fatigue.

Not for long, however, was he to remain in the Munich Barracks. The regiment

was to put in a few we eks at Lechfeld, a spot at the confluence of the Lech and the

Danube about seventy miles west, for further training. The men were all glad of the
change, and left the city, after a tremendous sendoff from the populace, only eager to

come to grips with the enemy before the War should be over!

They had not long to fret on the leash at Lechfeld.

On the 21st of Ocbber the Regiment List entrained for the Front.

(UwPUWEUwWUT PUwxOPOUwW/ UPYEUI wei U0UI OODU

tale.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE|E]E

261 WPH@WOwWDOwWUOx xDOT wUxPUDPUUwWUT EVWEEA O»
of war nonsense, sure as eggs is egs the glorious fighting would be all over by

e

Christmas or the New Year at latest. We reached the Rhine that night. Lots of us south

Bavarian chaps had never seen the Rhine before, and then in the dawn, | remember as
if it were yesterday, how it just struc k us all to see the sun drawing up the mist from

E[EE[E]

6. Ol wOi wOT 1 wi PEI Uwol YI 001 EwEawl DUwOx x 6 Qi QOOwB D b Wi
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Army, other wise how came it that he volunteered in Bavaria? The sufficient answer to this calumny is
contained in a document issuing from Austria itself. It states that Adolf Hitler duly reported himself to

the military authorities at S alzburg, on February 5th, 1914 E U U wP EU wi OUOE wUOOwWET w? U

>
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military service.
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the river and unveiling before our dazzled eyes that splendid statue of Germania

5[5 (o

which looks down | UOQwUT T w- DI ET UPEOEJd w' Obwbk I uhel
whole lot of us for the first time going out to watr!

2(0wlOOO0OwlUwUPOWEEaAaUwWUOWUI EET w+DHOOI w
onward. Across war -ravaged Belgium we poured reinforcements for the 6th Bavarian

Division of the Army of the Grown Prince Rupprecht. The great battles of the Marne

and the Aisne were over by this time; Antwerp had fallen; the first phase of the battle
of Ypres in which the Allied enemy had made every effort to effect a great turning

movement round our right flank, clearing the Belgian coast line, and forcing us out of

Bruges and Ghent, had failed. We had established a line to the sea, and we Bavarians
amongst the rest coming up in time for the great offensive of the 31st of October and

the 1st of November, when for forty -eight hours two and a half German Army Corps
stormed the Wytschaete Messines Ridge, saw the beginning of the second phase of that

enormous struggle.

2%UO00w+DOOT whi T Ul whki wx U UracBebad ki train dfainttau |
a place called Ledeghem, but after that it was all marching. Now we were within

earshot of the guns: the thunder on the Front became even nearer. The country seemed
awfully flat and monotonous; the only villages we passed were no thing but heaps of

gaping ruins. Dead horses blown up like balloons lay in the ditches. We got the stench

55 EEEEEEEEE S

of them. We went through places called Dadizeele and Terhan, and approached
Becelaeré, ahalf-E1 OOOPUT I EwYDOOET | OwUIT 1 wikidnHere thauO |

fire was intensely hot. We advanced in the face of a bombardment. It was already

night, cold and wet. We came well within range, scrambling over the muddy broken
ground, taking whatever shelter we could behind hedges, in ditches and in shel I-holes,

our way lit by the glare of houses burning like torches in the lurid blackness, - and fell

at last upon the enemy, in a hand-to-hand fight, man to man, fiercely thrusting with
our bayonets and blindly stumbling over fallen friend and foe alike. It was our baptism

of fire. Four days we had of this at Becelaere and Polygon Wood and Gheluvelt, four

days and nights - sheer hell! Of the three thousand men of the Regiment List, only five
hundred came safely out of it. The rest were killed, or wounded, or had vanished. We

had gone into battle as youngsters, we came out of it worn, scarred, exhausted men.
No longer recruits, we were soldiers of the fighting line.

261 whl OUWPOUOWUI UDWEDPOOT UVUwi OUWEWEOU x
found ourselve s in the thick of it again at Wytschaete. We broke through the enemy

line north of Messines and turned the left flank of the trenches held by the London

7 This was on November 11th, 1914, when the Sixth Army, under the Crown Prince Rupprecht of
| EYEUPEOQWEOEWUT T wll PwuOUUUT w UO-Oa O valldd Eréirtoweésfodd thiurd O E

great attempt upon Ypres. It was recorded by Headquarters how the young reinforcements from home
I EEwl UUOT EwlOT 1 OUI OYI UwPbOUOwWUT T wi 61 GazUwoPOI UwubO
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Scottish. But what ground or advantage we gained at one moment was lost the next.

5[5 (o

The enemy was forced to retire; but he came on again a few hours later. The List
withdrew, decimated and exhausted, to Commin es.

231 1T whpl EOT T Uwl O0wl YT UWEOOET UWEOEWEOOEI
established itself and the fighting was no longer so fierce until the turn of the year.

61T 1 Ow( wUEawUT PUw( wOl EOQwPUwP EUOz Uwtbdeddted I UJ

+000POT WEEEOWOOPOWEOOWUT EVWEUUDPOT UUWE Uw!
the fighting still ahead. For the most part all that first wint er we occupied trenches

between Messines and Wulverghem. Our line was consolidated by then and it held

like steel for four years.

? ( wb EUWE w, 9 likeRAdolf Kit@éd. Thése were eight or ten of us altogether.
We were very pally and made a mob by ourselves. There were even times when things

EOUOEOz UwEIT wU EvineEnue goupéartels B dinthante Erifl letters. We shared

EEEEEEEEE

OUUOwWOI WEOUUUI w2001 UPOI UOwI YI OOwPIl wi EEuW

the point of a bayonet and shoved it above the parapet, when it would be sure to draw
immediate fire. Even Hitler, who was usually so serious, saw the fun of this. He used

to double himself up with laughter.

2%0U0w0T 1T wOOUUwWxEUUWI | uwPEUWEOPEaAUWODOWEE

goat - what the papers were saying at home about the War and all, and the way the
Government, and particularl y the Kaiser, were hampered by the Marxists and the

Jews.

5 5 o o o

?s(UwpPEUwWxUI U0aw x OEDOOZ w dlasses Utoimyk Gibowg b 1

22 0EDPEODPUO? wbdké ddimbdy jusu éhickediiEdiean overboard, and joined

Ux wWOOWEWOEOS w3 T I Ce0 allfhat SH@iyunBHe pebdstrdendyen @d
gained a victory: it stood to reason that the German Army was equal to its job. Nor did

G

the folk at home needtol EYIl wUT I PUWEOUUET | WwEEOx1 EwbT 1

Going on like that would sooner or la ter only lead to public indifference about the War
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initiative at several points along our Front in trying to establish some form of
fraternisation. It began by individual unarmed men running from the German

G

8 Messenger, trench runner, whose duty was to keep up communication between Company and
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Regimental Headquarters.
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harder and harder. On the night of the 25th our position was pretty precarious; it

seemed as if something decisive one way or the other must at last come off. The air
was full of the screaming of shells and of the hideous hissing and crashing of the

=i [EIEEIEIE]EIEEE]E R E R E R R E R EE
]
trenchesacross to ours holding Xmas trees above their heads. These overtures were in l@
some places favourably received and fraternisation of a limited kind took place during
the day. It appeared that a little feasting went on, and junior officers, non -coms, and l@
menOOwi PUT I UwUPET wEOOYI UUI EwUOT T OT 1 ULUDOLUQE)UJ,
261 1 OwUT PUwWwPEUWUT xOUUT EwUOOwWOI w( LUDUUCE w
Ul ECUUI OET wOil wUUET WEOOEUEUGOG » E’
In England, however, the public liked this, and credited the Christian gesture, to E
OT 1T w?T 1 OuwedE uw! EYEwWUT T w&l UOEOw UOasd E’
* *k *k k% E
? Ul UWwEwWUDOI O2 wEOGOUDOUI Uragimerd foundliisali 11 U EC)C‘)-
Tourcoing, and then, in the spring, when the British offensive hurled itself against E
Neuve Ghapelle, we moved up in that direction, and o ccupied trenches in the E
neighbourhood of Fromelles. Here we remained, more or less, until the following
autumn. E
? Uw(wUEPEOw' PUOI UwE OE w (edub hrind excedt Odmill & Ei U
revolver, for the sake of mobility. Our despatch wallets were atta ched to our belts. E
Generally two of us were sent out together, each bearing the same despatches, in case E
anything happened to the one or the other. The despatches were always sealed and o]
marked with one, two or three crosses, according as they required time, haste, or E
express speed. It was no joke this despatch bearing, especially as Fromelles stood on a
bit of a height, and to reach it from the troops in the plains a nd valleys below we had E
OOwUOPOwWwUxwlUOOxiT UWwUEOT EwEa wli | uhe ®dy.Océag sdeud ET b
Hitler before my eyes now, as he used to tumble down back into the dug -out after just
UUETu@wUEEiwbDUTmEiEUTBw'Hhﬁmwﬁﬁﬂﬂwiﬁq@mEZﬁy
he looked a sketch- thin as a rake, hollow-eyed and waxy white . E
2(OwbEUwWx Ul 004 wEdul ditnasumng u Sralcébriotsétit. |G
-O0UT POT wi OUWOOWEWOEOZUwOI UYT UwbOOUI wU'I'hEC)uIE wl
feet. You never knew whether or not you were sitting bang on top of a powder
OET E4ADOI w2 UEET 00awlii Ul z EwEoOl woii woouo|Hlee
EOQOEwWUT I wOl ROwUT POT waObOUzZEwWOOOPwWPEUWUT EVw Ef)w
ET E x Uuw bderOat four elbow only a minute before, were flying around in ten
thousand bloody bits. That wanted some sticking, | can tell you! E
2l aw2l xUl OEl UwophNk AwUT T w$ O OBUT whki UI EUI
]
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whizz -bangs. Suddenly our Company Officer discovered that telephonic

communication with the next section had broken down, and Hitler and another man
got the order to go and find out wh at was wrong. They made it somehow, but only got

back by the skin of their teeth utterly done in. The wire had been cut: an attack in force

was imminent. Warnings must be sent further afield. Hitler received the order a second
time. It was nothing less than a miracle how he escaped with his life as he came out on

the road between Fromelles and Aubers. It was literally raining shells.

FEEEEEE

myself at the time how lucky our English a nd Indian prisoners ought to think
themselves to be out of such a hell.

G

23T 1T wUI EOOEwWPDOUI UwWEE Ol wetie@Giempgave Qg thed |1
PEUI UWEOQCEwWUT 1 wOUEwWT EYI wOUWEWUEUT wUBT T Ow
We lived waterlogged. Who le sections of the trenches had to be evacuated altogether.

3T T wxUOXxUwWEOUOEOZ UwOEOI wE Oa wb anetlallithe an@O w

611 OQwbl wbpl Ul Oz OwEEUUaHOT wOl UUETT UOw' PUOI
on the duck- boards baling wiOT wEUEOI UUBw' I zEWEEUUawO(

everyone else was fed up with it, and had given it up in despair. There was no snow,
but ceaseless rain filled all the shelkholes around with water so that the whole expanse

Ol w- Ow, EOz Uw+ E Ot hideotd)akes Brid IbbkEdulike Rything on earth

rather than a battlefield.

2.0l wOl wOUUwi 1l 0006PUw I Hopeufdr lalsieludf Bav® i w

ED

December that year things were a bit quiet on our sector, so he put in for his pass. They
said he could go on leave for a fortnight if he could get anyone to work double tides

EOEwWUEOI wi PUwx OEET d w' IYUHRBOPELGIW E wd@uw liul
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parcels from home. Everyone, that is, except Hitler. Somehow Hitler never got a letter
even!( UOwPEUOZ UwEwWUT POT wUT EVWEEOOI Ewi OGUwUI O

wanted him to share and share alike with us. But he never would! Never accepted so

OUET wWEUWEwW* UET T OnwpEEOI ASw( UwPEUWOOWUUIT uf
handed enough when he had anything of his own to share, a cigarette or bit of sausage.

3171 wOl EUOa wx Ea wpk 1 jarh. @ Was Jam frdf and butite Oaftand@suthat

is whenever the two things did happen both to be within reach at the same time. It w as
bread and scrape anyhow, but Hitler, he was a rare one for jam!

21 wOPOl EwUx wUOOwOl wUudOoi UbOI aduchad, heuddueiO O
Il EEWEWE] OUnw( wEOUUUI EwPUwUPT T OwOUUWODET o
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?2( Uwb E Uuné ofd915 thei/tbe enemy began to drop bundles of leaflets

into our trenches and behind our lines. This was their idea of making pr opaganda,
sowing seeds of discontent and doubt in our minds as to what the fighting was about

and how the Kaiser and not the German people was responsible for the War. At first
Pl WEPEOzUwxEaAawOUET weUUI OUPOOwWUOwWUT T OwE
something to do. Mostly we chucked them away. They dropped leaflets against the

| &
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/ UUUUDPEOUwWOOwWUUw! E ¥rew\EnatGheytriedht<by thati HOrdad the) w

things seriously and thought a lot about it all. He seemed to think the English
understood propaganda better than we did, and this leaflet dropping certainly did

have its effect. Arguments got up. Grousing increased all along the line. The wet and
the mud and the weariness, the filth, and the wretched grub were all bad enough,

without the men for ever scrapping about what the enemy thought fit to tell them.

Hitler seemed to expect H.Q. would contradict it. But H.Q. n ever did. Nothing was

done to counteract the bad effect among us of those enemy leaflets.

GGG E) e ]!

?2 OOUT T UwUT DOT whi 1 Ul w kb wuthe®imbdrus pabersthadl O
EOPEaUwl YT OwUUWUOWUOBET UUUEOBGEwWUT T Uil wpEUAE
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or British soldier. Now we had to meet them, face to face, we knew a jolly sight better.

They were men, and tremendous fighters. We knew, too, how it was all the other way
about in France and England. The War propaganda there, making out we Germans

Pl Ul ws' Udavwges,) EaPableuof every sort of crime, just stiffened the people up

to go on. Hitler was bitter over this. The enemy was much clever er than we were about
propaganda. He only wished he could have a say himself! But Hitler then was a

nobody like the rest of us, nothing but a man in the trenches.

23T 1T wal EUwWwbPbOUT wOOWUOPEUEUWUxUDOT 6w3i 1 W

hOL

up here and there like splintered posts in the mud actually began to put out leaves:

sometimes a gleam of sun dried the morass a bit Then the fighting renewed itself: new
and terrific offensives developed all along the line. This was when the gas attacks

began. The battle of the Somme went on right through July without the enemy
breaking our line anywhere. | shall never forget the nig ht of the 15th or the 16th as

long as I live. It was an inferno of fire. All our field telephones were out of action and

EEEEEEEEE ]
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time we were opposed to Australians. They came on over and over again only to be

wo

mowed down by our machinegun fire.

-1 PUWEEOI wOl EQwOT | wi Ol Gawpkli Ul wE & PRIEO

w

Infantry Regiment: word had to be sent along to the 17th and then on to the threatened

sector. Hitler and another trench runner got the order. They set off in the face of almost
certain death, peppered with shot and shell every yard of the way. Half the time they
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were cowering for shelter in shell -holes and ditches. They were wet through and
T EOI T UOaTl OB6 w'iob ghdel olt.zBUCks Gighixul, Qnable to stick it another
step! Hitler hoisted him along somehow, rather than leave him to his fate, and the two
of them came at last, God only knows how, back to the dug-out.

2. 0wl0T 1T w YUT wbkil witaékand ivigstel haek adaid theFdMyards
of trenches gained previously by the enemy. There came a bit of a lull after that and
we runners did what we could to repair damage to our dug -out. Presently with over
one hundred dead we marched into rest billets at Fournes.

23T 1T Ul whl Ul wOl UUI UU wE O E all exedptidr BitléwiEelustd U
looked the other way and busied himself knocki ng the mud off his boots and doing
what he could to clean his shirt.

P3TEUwWw20001 w! EVCUOIT OwE w b bdfiel ahdibeath Brend GhE U
i OUwPT 1 OUG w2001 wUDPOI wET | OUT whl ZEWEOOWEI |
25th of September, we were marched off to Haubourdin, there to entrain next day for
Longwy. From there we marched endlessly it seemed to us through Cambrai to
Fremicourt, where we set to work at top speed to dig ourselves in, constructing
trenches, traverses and dugouts day and night. We took part in the battle on the 2nd
of October and found ourselves in the sector between Bapaume and La Barque. ltwas
all new ground to us, and we messengers were lost half the time.

261 wUI OBl Y1 KEeginéntl Thel rheb @dame straggling back scarcely
recognisable in their mud, blood and rags.

?2. 0El WEWUT T OOWEUOx x1 E wx OU GeutuBodthednarddntl w
the lot of us were too stunned to know what had happened. The four of us lay dead,
and seven others lay hideously wounded spouting blood on the ground. That was the
i PUUUDWUDOI w' PUOT UWEEUT T OwoOOl 6w wUxOBPOUI U

2. OwUT 1 wtBeEsthiattustd bf ctober he was on the go with messages
between our lot and the 17th the whole time. For the most part he and his comrade
were dodging high explosive in the open, just waiting between earthquakes and
volcanoes to make the next bit there and back. The enemy was doing his utmost to
smash the German line, but in spite of unprecedented ferocity, the attack was
EOOxOI Ul Gawi 6POI E6w6el WwEPEOz Owi DYl whEawEOD
we could. Otherwise, the slightest sign of life on our part brought the enemy
aeroplanes into play and bombs were dropped right from overhead. Of an evening, as
a rule, Hitler was despatched to Brigade Headquarters at Bapaume. To get there he
ran such a gauntlet between exploding mines and burning houses, that for the most
part his own clothes singed on his back. Over and over again the company was only
saved by our artillery from the English onslaughts.
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trench runners got no sleep and nothing but snatch grub to eat. Our numbers grew

ever fewer and fewer. The stunning din in the air neve r let up for one moment. All was

the wildest uproar of death by shot and shell and cannonade. The thing grew
unendurable, not to be believed. It took six runners now to get a message through,

three pairs of them set out on the off chance that one man, pertaps, might succeed.

Our Lieutenant called for volunteers - only Hitler responded, and a chap named Ernst
Schmidt.

The thing was rank suicid e. This time only Schmidt got back. Hitler had been hit
in the left leg. Later on the regimental stretcher-E1 EUUWEUOUT T Owil PO wH

23T T awlOOOwWlUwWOUUWOT wUTT wobpdl wodwUUT 1

apathetic with shock and exhaustion, stumbled off, making our way as best we could

OYI UwUT T wEOUxUI UwOi wOUUWEOOUEET UB -~
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drawn -out affair. It lasted, in fact, some three and a half months, from July well on into
the autumn. The Allied o ffensive was planned on a single front of about twenty -five

miles and was preceded by immense preparations and reinforcements in men and

material. It failed to break our line, in any sense that the enemy, public or military,
hoped to break it, and this for the reason that our line was an entire belt of territory

scored with lines behind lines, every one of whic h must be taken and cleared and held

before the enemy could be said to have broken through. They failed most signally and
at frightful cost. Over two months were spent in trying to secure objectives marked

down for the first day or two of the battle: it to ok weeks upon weeks to decide the

possession of a single patch of woodland; prolonged struggles waged backwards and
forwards over a few metres of contested ground. Verdun was balanced by Bapaume.

23T 1T WEOOXxEOPI UO? wxUUUUI Uw/ UPD ¥t smafier; U C
hardly thirty men went to a company now. And in this shape we awaited new

[

onslaughts. The bombardment was incessant. At length, however, we went into rest
billets at Sancourt.

?2' PUOI Uz UwPOUOEWPEUWOOU w U OO w thimUier Gding O w
OOOUT Udw' 1 wPEUWUTI OUwUOWUT T wUT EVUWwUOOWUT 1T w

he had been at the Front: here, for the first time in all that while, he heard a German

POOEOzZ UwYOPETI wEl EPOS w( UwPEUWUT maveutnd quite b 1 u
shock. But he went on in the Ambulance Train, through Belgium, back home to

Germany - after two years! It was amazing at last to find himself, clean, and lying in a

soft white bed in hospital at Beelitz near Berlin. He had become so unusedto all this
refinement! It took him quite a while to get accustomed to these new surroundings.
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demoralisation that seemed to have got hold of the men. There were chaps thee

PETUERN s oA s

line, and, what was a jolly sight worse, no one in authority to ok notice of it, no one
Ul T Ol EwUOOwWUT POOWUT T woOl UUwWOI wiOT 1T Qwi OUad U8

i OUWEwWODPOUU! wUi EOwWUOOWET wel EEwi OUwi U1 UODPU

of the Front, and the uselessness of the war in generalHitler could hardly believe his
ears. It might have been true, but it was unworthy and unsoldierly.

? 3 1 bor@ way, when he was fairly convalescent, he got leave to go to Berlin.
Everything there looked baddish, he thought; poverty and hunger and anxiety w ere

chaps there much in the same frame of mind as in the hospital, only worse. The
TUOUUT UUwWUI T Ol EwOOwWl EYT wPUWEOOwWUT 1 PUwWOP

UUEOxT EwOOuwi YI Uawi EET 6w 1 wbi QUwbOUOWODI uJI
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Lance-Corporal Adolf Hitler (as he was now) had, indeed, come back from the
Front (as he was to emerge fromthe War at the end), with all his ideals and loyalties

intact. He had gone from the high untried courage of the beginning through shock and
horror and exhaustion to admitted cowardice and fear, but this in turn he had

conquered and steeled to dogged endurance. It had never yet entered his head to start

malingering; or to question the obvious Tightness of the War. He was utterly disgusted
by all this, back in Berlin.

611 Owil whpEUwWI PUwi OUWEDPUET EUT T OwlT 1T w? U
him to his Reserve Battalion in Munich. Here things were no better than in Berlin.

Glowering faces, grumbling speech, and incessant invective against Prussians and
OPOPUEUDPUOwWPI Ul wUOOWET wOOUI EwOOwI YI Uawl E
seemed to have gt up, and got up so suddenly. He found out, however, that a lot of

SEEEEEE]E]

newspaper men having gone to the Front, their places had been taken by Jews, and

that these men were using their opportunity to foment discouragement and disunion.
Everything tracked to a nicety with the enemy propaganda in the trenches. If the

Bavarians and the Prussians could be brought to loggerheads, so much the better for
those who would like to see both go under. The upshot of it all was Hitler put in to

return to the Front. Anything to escape the state of affairs at home: to be still fighting

for Germany!

261 WETExUwbOwWUT T woODOI wbi Ul wi OEE wU Gewnf E

the best comrades we ever had. The company cook excelled himself that night and
turned out an extra special mess in his honour, Kartoffelpuffer, bread and jam and tea.

Hitler was cheery, too. Long after the rest of us had turned in, he was still fool ing about

with a flashlight in the dark spitting the rats on his bayonet. Then somebody chucked
a boot at his head, and we got a little peace.
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Canal. Things were gingering up and we were preparing for the big spring offensive

T
c

at Arras. By April 28th we were in position at Biache. There was nothing to see but a

waste of water-logged shell-holes. On May 3rd we were in action at Roeux; and five
days later we relieved the 20th, in the middle of a gas attack from the English. The

effect of it was appalling. We messengers had a gvere time of it, continually under

fire, rain in our faces cutting like knives, mud up to our knees. The earth was going up
in cascades all about us; we continudly fell headlong into shell - holes old and new.

The company got scattered anyhow; many of them never turned up again. Hitler and

the rest were kept hard at it all night. At one time they were within an inch of capture
by the English.

21 U0w 8 x Ul U wrst Experidnde iofwalk Fifteen hundred strong the List

Regiment was moved up into the salient on July 13th. We had come by night from

Roulers to Ledeghem; from there we marched via Terhand to Gheluveld. All this was

covering old ground for us, but it was no longer recognisable. We saw nothing but
ruined villages, whole towns lying in masses of rub ble, the very configuration of the

streets all gone, here and there a gaunt and jagged gable still gaped to the sky. Then
for ten days and nights on end we were bombarded without pause or slackening.

There was the sound underground of mining and boring, an d fleets of war planes

rained bombs from overhead. For twenty -four hours at a stretch we suffocated in our
gas masks.

23T 1T OwUT Ul T wEEaUwOI te.Urhead thuhé $nd @dait) betwe&e® w
Gheluveld and Becelaire.

2. 0w) UO0awt UU w UT thein Bidd$tedsbol) thnksEriibCattibrl over a
frontage miles long. They were accompanied overhead by planes, and heralded by

intense machine-gun fire. Our artillery checked their advance. The rain foiled them

still worse. It came down the whole time as if th e heavens had opened. The field of
battle was turned into one vast flooded area in which the enemy tanks were useless,

and men and horses on either side were in & much danger of being drowned as shot.
It went on, like a second deluge, for four days and nights, and was succeeded by

weather black as winter.

2 Oal Qdygident List was sent southward for a spell, to Hochstadt, near

Muhlhausen in Alsace. After Flander s this was a foretaste of paradise! We only had a

lﬁl@I@I@I@I@I@I@@ﬂﬁl@l@l@l@l@l@l@l@l@l@l@l@l@l@ 5|[=] ()
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on the Aisne. The fighting here was dogged and obstinate and lasted practically all

that winter. Only at the end of January, 1918, were we withdrawn to Gommines for

another spell of rest.
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nothing more than what the day brought forth. That winter the Russian Front buckled
up, which was an immense thing for us, and so did the Italian; but then came the

5] |[=] | =] (o]

munitions strike at home. For three OO OT wal EUUwPIT z Ewil 1 OEwUOT | E
the east. Endless columns of Russian prisoners swarmed over the high roads in
Germany and yet there seemed to beillimitable numbers yet to come. It seemed almost E
laughable to us that the German Army, strun g out on half a dozen fronts, should hope E
to resist this perennial flood. It held out successfully until the events of this winter
allowed us to concentrate on the west. E
S U U (o
?%O0UwUIl I wil PUUUWUDOI wbUWEOOOUUWOOOOI! Euwk=
of defence to one of attack. The spirits of the men went up, and one even heard snatches E
of song again in the trenches. We got the idea that the enemy was losing heartit could E
only now be a matter of one last terrific effort, before they, too, collapsed lik e Russia.
As the spring advanced it was pretty plain they were jumpy and uneasy in those E
opposite trenches. E

2371 OWEEOI wUOT T wOUODPUDOOU WU ible bitof tredctibny | Of

and knavery the world has ever seen. The German Army was knifed in th e back. The
lives of hundreds and thousands of our men yet to be slaughtered were to lie at the

doors of those who fomented and engineered this monstrous treason. Although the

strike was called off too soon for the effects of it, as far as armaments were oncerned,
to be much felt at the Front, the consequences on our morale were deadly. Everyone

began to ask what was the good of our carrying on out here if the people at home had

thrown up the sponge? The Army began to be divided against itself. The enemywE U O 7
slow to take advantage of all this. They peppered our lines again with propaganda

Ol Ei Ol UUow s &l UOECawDPOwUT T wUT UOI Uw O ubiz uf

Nevertheless, somehow, we fought on.

?2(Ow, EUET OwhNWOwP I w+ b U Pasifioh €@ BiseuAisneE E

sector, and pushed forward on a four-EEa Uz wWOEUET whkPi PET w( wUl
miles covered, every day of it, and this over roads yoU wE OUOE Oz UWEE OO wV

they were so ploughed and shot to pieces. We had to makeway all along the march
for endless trains of munition waggons, and the incessant struggling forward of heavy

artillery.

P$YI UawOOPwWEOEWET EDP Ow Wibk hel udly isame Ee¥viy O B

trench mortar having got stuck in a shell -hole. Horses had to betaken from the limbers

of the other guns to try and haul it out, and masses of men turned to lend a hand. A
dozen or so gunners hauling on long ropes, a grey coil of exhausted men, would bow

| OUPEUEWEUOwWUT T whOUE wWOIi wE 00O E CafEpoures dawiktheir O z

powder -blackened faces, while the horses floundered up to their bellies in the mud. If
at last the monster at which they pulled reared itself by degrees out of the hole, there
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might be some chance of getting forward again. In silence and haste we struggled

forward, our wide coats flapping and waving, with the belts unfastened, the covers of
our helmets all in rags.

2lawl YI ODOT Owb @ Fawdrgid Wewarpedtirde gdhts in the open
air and did fifty miles at a stretch. The h orses of the batteries ahead went down literally

in dozens, and had to be summarily put out of their misery.

FEEEEEE
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third day we came to Lassigny and Amy. The farther ahead we pushed the more
cumbered grew the way with the corpses of shot horses and the wreckage of heary

ordinance.

2371 1T wwUl OET WwOEET wUIl UUDI PEwI I 1T GUUU wted wl

troops into the battle here. After indescribable struggles on March 28th we reached

Fontaine, about five kilometres west of that place. Here we went into the li ne again for
about three weeks. The whole Front was in an unceasing uproar day and night. It

blazed and roared and quivered with incessant explosions.

2371 WEPUwWPEUwWI OUwl YT Uwi DOOT EwpDUT wlT 1 w

flash and thunder ol wi R x OOUDYI UWEOEwWUT I PUWUDPEOOa wU
on starvation rations n ow, and suffered agonies from thirst. The baggage waggons and

the field kitchens got held up and hopelessly stuck in the wrecked roads to the rear, or

came within range of the enemy guns, so that we were cut off even from such supplies
as there were. One whole week we got practically nothing. | remember how Hitler and

| sometimes, on an extra black night, would crawl out of the trench to scrounge round

for somethingtOwl EU6 w' | Z Ewl EYT wEOwI OxUawx]l UUOOuw
UOUOE wb T I Ulenuslaiightéringfthe Bdrses, and if we could hit on some poor
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this booty to the cook!

261 whpl Ul WEWEUI pwOi WUEEUI EUOPUOW( WEEOuU

haf-UUEUYI EWEOEwPDUT wUOT I wUOUI OwUI Ewl aidcaloi

one decent sleep for nearly a fortnight! We were nothing but a handful of tramps, mud
from top to toe, not a whole tunic amongst us. We came out of the line over twelve

hundred fewer than we went in.

2311 awOEUET 1 EwUOUWEOOUI Isthilldiskat3héyUes Bdulty.l |

%OUwbI I OUwbkI z EwOI YI {haw, firdf to Sldép) anl e Goledt! Nited [ |

that we had a clean-up, if out bits of once-upon-a-time shirts, or remnants of once-
upon-a-time boots were yet worth the time and trouble . In the middle of it, though,
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the alarm was sounded; we were to be rushed to a ctor, Anizy -Lizy. Grousing and

swearing we limped off again towards the trenches.

5] |[=] | =] (o]
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hundred strong no w, and were sent to hold a line some four miles long, for ten days
and nights. We spent hours sheltering in shell-holes. Battered with flying clods of earth

- when not directly hit by shot and shell -PT DET wl PUOUwODOI wi PUOU

breath out of his bellows.

23T 1T OWEUWOEUUOwWOOwW, Eawhk U7 OQOwb T isttengthiofi w

the List Regiment had dwindled to that of a single company. Many of the chaps had
UOwWET wEEUUDPI EwOOwWUUUI UET T UUOwWOUWT 1 Ox ItHe wE

retreat. Two of us messengers were senseless, and the rest were ghosts rathehan
men. We filed out of the trenches, as usual, before the greying of the dawn. Muddy

and sunken-eyed came the pitiable line of stumbling figures, lots of them with flappi ng

empty sleeves, unbuttoned tunics, and blood-soaked rags bound round head or arm
or hand. Others came two by two, leaning on each other, dragging, limping. The

stretchers got knocked about over the broken ground. Single figures brought up the

rear laden with rifles and equipment, packs, buckets, and gear of every indescribable
description.

2. 0w, Eawlt Ul wOUUWEUUDPOOTI UAWET T EOQOWEWI
followed. The enemy was completely overborne on the SoissonsFismes sector. We List

EEEEEEEEE 5]

I

found ourselves in Juvigny. Then we marched without pause to Epagny. We remained

a good long time in trenches between Vezaponin and Nouvron, and spent the first part
of June reconnoitring in that region.

5|55

23171 OWEwW@UI 1 Uwl0i POT wi Ex x| &laatier(offactpaad) w
the firing had died down for the nonce. The sun was hot. Men were sitting about, silent,

weary, unsociable, sleepy, reading letters writing home. Hitler had gone off by himself

and must have been half a mile away. He had just surmounted a slight rise in the
apparently vacant landscape when suddenly he heard the whirring of a machine -gun

and bullets peppered all the air about him. He flung himself face downwards on the
ground. The gun ceased fire. Gingerly Hitler essayed to move. Instantly it spat again,

lead and fire.
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ten minutes or so, at least half a dozen of them, fully armed, appeared climbing over

UT T wOOxwOil wOT T wUUI -Gigel -Gight - Domné@wetien @ G U Wil |
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not, they understood what he meant and promptly fell into lineas oUET Ul E& ws
OawxUPUOOI UUnw, EUETl nzw' PUOI UwUbBT OEOOI Euw
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twelve of them began to wonder where the rest of the German detail might be wh ich
had captured them. Another hundred metres they plodded silently forward without a

UDOT O wi 01 OawoOOUl wUl 6pPPOT wUxwUOl EOwUT BU Y

O«

exclaimed one of them - but got no farther. He found himself directly menaced by that
shining barrel. Forwards! Half a mile farther and they came to the German trenches,

PT 1 Ow' PUOT UwUOUUDBT EwUT T woOOUwWOYI UwlOOwWUT 1T weE
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description. Step by step we were forced back by overwhelming numbers. We made a

stand along the line Aisne-Marne, however, from July 1st to the 14th, from w hich the

enemy failed to dislodge us.

EEEEEEEEE ]

2. 0wl T whkUT wOUUWEDPT woOi i1 O0UPYT wOx1 OI
retaking a good slice of the country from the enemy. The battle was waged without

(@}

cessation day or night; from a huge defensive action between Sogssons and Reims it

gradually involved the whole Front from the Marne to the Aisne. The barrage was
unintermittent. For fourteen days shot and shell rained on the trenches. We crouched

in a veritable hell of fire and flying iron.

261 wbl Ul wUil O8bth.YThel uddightu)s auoh the line to go through a
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somewhat to the semblance of ordinary mortals. By the middle of August we entrained
to a point whence we could take part in the defence between Arras and Albert. We

stuck fast to our trenches in a line Monchy-Bapaume, and the most savage onslaughts

failed to dislodge us. We remained there until the end of August, and then marched
east towards the frontier between Belgium and Holland. Not far from Bruges we put

in a spell of guard work on the frontier. Once we touched Ostend. By September,
however, this interlude was over, and we found ourselves, Hitler and |, in the middle

of the last of the fighting we were to see together.

2%O0OUw0T 1 wOi PUEWUDOIT wbhi wbl Ul WEEEOWOOWUIT
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had to defend it, inch by inch, all over again. We were in the neighbourhood of

Gommines; dazed and bewildered with the ceaseless flash and thunder of explosives.
Fiercer andfiercer grew the firing. On the night of October 13th -14th the crashing and

howling and roaring of the guns was accompanied by something still more deadly

than usual. Our company lay on a little hill near Werwick, a bit to the south of Ypres.
All of a sudd en the bombardment slackened off and in place of shells came a queer
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pungent smell. Word flew through the trenches that the English were attacking with

ET OOUDPOI wi EVBw' PUTTUUOWUT T w+PUUOwi EEOCz Uwli
thorough dose of it. As | stuck my head outside the dug-out for a quick look round |

found myself confronted by a hideous lot of bogies. In the place of men were creatures

with visages of sheer horror.

?2 UOwll E0w( wUT Olhask! Gdy Aourvee uad) thePeumthihis foul stuff

poisoning every gulp of air outside. Suddenly one of the chaps could stand it no
longer. He sprang up, wrenched the mask from his head and face, gasping, only to

encounter a waft of the white -green poison. It caught him by the throat and flung h im

back choking, gurgling, suffocating, dying. The gas let off by morning and the shelling
began again, to our unbounded relief. Better the deadliest bombardment than that

poisoned drowning stifling. How we tore off those masks, and gulped in the air! Itw as
still stinking of the stuff, and reeked again of high explosive, but to us it was the very

breath of Heaven. Every now and then the enemy still sent a gas bomb over together

with the rest.

?2 WOEOQwWPOUOEwWUT UPT OOwUT U O paoross hisleyes dere O |

was nothing for it but to clap the filthy masks over our heads again. The ferocity of the
attack increased. Hour after hour of this inferno went by. It seemed as though that

paling in the east which heralded the longed -for dawn would never come again. We

chaps just hugged the ravaged and shattered ground, lying, indistinguishable lumps
of filth and earth ourselves, within the sheltering lip of the water -filled craters torn up

by previous shelling. We were practically finished. Only a handful of us yet remained.

Most of us lay there, black bundles, never to move again. As for me, | was at my last
gasp. | began vomiting into my own face - wrenched the gas-mask off - and knew no

maore.

? EOUUCwWUI YI OwlOl BRUwOOUODOT uan briedtb buwreat U ul

Dropping with exhaustion, he staggered off. It was useless by now to count up how
OEQAawWEEAUWEOEwWODPT T UUwPI zEwWT OO1T wbbDUT OUOwW

smarting - gas- he supposed, or dog weariness. Anyhow, they rapidly got worse. The

pain was hideous; presently he could see nothing but a fog. Stumbling, and falling
over and over again, he made what feeble progress he could. Every time he went down

crash, it was harder and harder to drag himself to his feet again. The last time, all his

I EDODPOT wUUUI O1T UT whpEUwI BRT EVUUUI EwbOuwi UI 1T DQ
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231 1 a wE U Oib, thbughudt BLD and took him to the dressing-station. This

was on the morning of October 14th, 1918- just before the end.
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himself, if he is to get on with the job of governing Germany at all, is that which accuses

I POwW?2 O wUOUOODPOT » WEUUDOT wUT 1T w6eEUBS w' 1 LuDUuJIE

to have kept well out of the firing line. A substantial array of well - authenticated
official military testimony goes to contradict any such supposition. Many of Private

" PDUOI UZUWEOOOEOQEDPOT woOI I PET UUWTEYT wbUDUU

soldierly qualities.
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in order to make some observations, Hitler and an orderly from the Regimental Staff,

%I .

planted themselves bang in front of me to shield me with their own bodies from

machine-l UOwi DUI 6 »
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CHAPRTER 5

HITLER:RETURNS: TO MUNICH ARTERITHE WAR:

HERR ERNST SCHMID»)3'z 21w23 . 18

political chaos into which Germany fell after the revolt of the marines at

I t would be a superfluous task in this place again to describe the state of

Kiel, the flight of the Emperor and the proclamat ion of the Republic in

Berlin. The tale has often been told.

But if we are to arrive at any idea of the state of things obtaining at this period in

EEEEEEEEEEO

Bavaria, in order to form some picture of the despair and hopelessness in Munich
during the first monthsaf U1 Uw EOOI w' PUOI Uz UwUI OOUOwUT

to Herr Ernst Schmidt for our history.

It is a highly confusing interlude for the English reader to grasp. The whole

x UUxQOQUUOwWO!l w T UUw2ET OPEUZ UwU U OU a wbBavadaithand wi

to show how Adolf Hitler reacted to the situation . It was a period of internecine
violence, and of acute crisis.

About a hundred and twenty miles east of Munich lies the little village of
Garching, on the Alz. | took a trip to this spot to me et a former war comrade of Adolf

" DUOI Uz UOw E w O%chmidE &né Ofl his wriginalittitdates. Herr Schmidt,

indeed, met me at the little station, and was delighted to receive me. He is a man of
EEQUUOwWUT T wwlT Ul UzUwOPOWET | @mead) ledOausBrieihatU U

lonely life. He is a painter by trade, and works with two mates in Garching and its

neighbourhood.

He rents a room of his own in an inn here, and has furnished it with his own
things, very simply but effectively. The most outstand ing piece of furniture is a large

bookcase well filled with su ch works as those of Goethe, Schiller and Shakespeare.

Herr Schmidt noticed my interest in all this, and immediately reached down a couple
of volumes to show me. One was Bavaria in the Warand the other Mein Kampf He

showed me an inscription onthe flyle E1 wOi wUIl T wOEUUIT Uow?3O0wdy

EOOUEE] w$UOUUwW2ET OPEUOwWDPOwWUI Ol OEUEOGEIT Ouw
well -known handwriting.

We sat down at a table and Herr Schmidt began his story.
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began by being a journey- man, and travelled all over France, Switzerland and Italy.
When war broke out | returned home, and by the middle of November, 1914, | was l@
already at the Front. That was at Messines. | beloged to the trench runners. And E
because of that, | came across Hitler. We messengers were a chummy crowd generally,
but three of us in particular seemed to hang together, Hitler, Bachmann and I. E
Personally | was very much attracted to Hitler, and not the | ess as | had so often E
occasion to notice how he risked his life for somebody else, and never said a syllable
EEOUU0wPUB w211 Ol EwUOwWUT POOWEwWUT DOT wOP @idwU E 0w
make a song about, anyhow. They used to call for volunteers when any particularly E
nasty job was on hand, and Hitler always answered. When | saw him step forward, |
stepped forward, too, and so did Bachmann. We sort of belonged together, especially E
facing death. E
231 PUWPEVUWI OpwbOwi Exx1 Ol & thashrmekibecandpiads,| 1 |G| © o
in October, 1916. Hitler and Bachmann made it, somehow, to the first field dressing- E
station, whence they got sent down to Beelitz. But | collapsed on the way, and was
picked up later and shunted to hospital in Brandenburg. E
2(Ow#l E1 OEl UwbP]l WEOOWOOOEOI EwUx wET EDC)UIEI E
presently, one by one re-joined our regiment. Bachmann got sent toRomania where E
he was killed. In October, 1918, | got keave and went home, but by the beginning of
November | was on my way back to the Front. | got no further than Cologne. It was E
OT1T wt OT wOl wOT T wOOOUT WwEOEwWI YI Ua OOl wpk EUwUEE)OT
the right -about-face, and fetched up again in barracks at Munich where | heard all
about what Hitler called the greatest crime a people ever suffered, the November E
Revolt. E
2(wlUxxOUl waObUlwoOOpbwhklT E0wl Exxi O] EwbOuw! E o}
at Kiel. The mutiny reached its climax on the 4th. Next day the whole town was in the E
hands of the mutineers, and the Red Flag was everywhere hoisted aboard the ships.
Very soon Ham- burg, Bremen and other ports were in the hands of the E
revolutionaries. On the 8th the Social Democrats EPeEt and\S'(.:h\eiQemanrJ hai an E
interview in Berlin with the Chancellor, Prince Maxv OOw! EEl OOwUI | ws 1 w/
persuaded him that the people were behind them, that there was nothing for it but that E
the Kaiser must abdicate. Without consulting Wilhelm I, who was at Army E
Headquarters at Spa, Prince Max fell in with this, and Scheidemann declared the
11 xUEOPEwWi UOOWUT T wUUT xUwoOi wlOi 1 w1l PET UUEI Eng 3
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| repaired to the Luisenschule where our regiment was quartered, and reported. The

w

place was swarming with young fellows loafing about with their hands in their

pockets, anyhow. They had never been at the Front, they were doing nothing but
waiting for something to hap pen. And sure enough something did happen!

? Uw( wUUDBE sfreetCabaih i $aw a mob of people coming along with

xOEEEUEUVUWEDPUxOEal EwPbOwi UOOUOws " OO01T wOOwUT

"ExPDUEODPUOn w4 xwkpbUT wlT truaskme @hatithis was Dteeigjarity ( U

Socialists and the Independent Socialists were making common cause against the
, OOEUET a6 w( whEUOZUWOUET wbOEOPOI EwUOwWODPR U

of a certain amount of curiosity.

?2 31 OUUE OE U asddmblediordthelrieadow. Kurt Eisner harangued them

EEEEEEEEEE

and worked them up to a tremendous pitch of excitement. Loud speakers were
EEPODPOT ws#0POwpkPPUT wUOT T w*EPUI UOzZws#OPOuw
6 DUUI O UE&doivdlseethed like a cauldron. And the cauldron boiled over. Like

an all-devouring stream of m olten lava pouring from a volcano, the mass came surging
back into Munich; yelling and exulting it poured into the streets and made for the

prison. The doors were locked and guarded. But in a trice they were beaten down, keys

were torn from the warders, and every murderer and criminal in the place set
immediately at large to join the triumphant rioters without. Meantime over a thousand

mutineer sailors had come into Munich, and these now swelled the throng. The uproar

was terrific. Shops were universally pl undered.

23171 w* DOT O w héxbad, Hi€lEhe kity hfter nightfall that same wild

November day. The military had been forbidden to fire on the crowds so that the
mutineers could have thing s all their own way.
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Bavaria was declared a Free State. Kurt Eisner, an old man and a Jew, an erstwhile

journalist and ever a firebrand, was nominated President. All night long there was
fighting in the streets as the shopkeepers tried to defend their goods and property from

the mob. Hand-grenades were thrown, and the shooting never let up until dawn.

2$DUOT UwxUOEIT T ET EwUOwWI T OwUOOT wUudbUuUOwoIi
of the next few hours the tumult was allayed and comparative o rder restored. He
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enjoyed at first a certain prestige and had an undoubted following, but he quickly
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9 The reigning family in Bavaria.
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Jews noreover out of Poland and Galicia who could scarcely speak German. The l@
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cemented our old friendship. This was the first | heard o f his being gassed and in
I OUxDUEOGS w' 1 wl E E O zhe Rebdlukon, bl iDwas) fain wriokyHto ke

how bitter he felt. | too saw red over the way things were going, especially over the

demoralisation in barracks. The laziest and most impudent among the men were,
naturally, those who had never been anywhere near the trenches. The place was full

of laggards and cowards.

23711 O0wOO0l WEEaAaOwYOOUOUI 1 UUwbkI Ul WEEOOI §

Traunstein, a little town not far from the forme r Austrian frontier. Hitler said to me,
s2EaOw2ET O AW WrwiaH @ Uowa OUWEOE wol 6 w(

- OUWEOUOGEwW( nw2Owpki WEEOI wi OUPEUES w+ O0UwOI

just been speaking of - make-E1 OPI YI wUOOEDPI UUOwWOOWEI EI

December when we went to Traunstein. They were mostly Russian prisoners there,
and a few English. An officer met us at the station and saw us detrain. When he went

o

to fall us in, the Revolution mengrinn I Ewb Owl DUwi EET wEOEWEUOI
had been done away with? He made no reply, but packed them off to barracks. Then

I'T wWEUU]I OEOTI EwUU WOl OQwi U6OwliT 1 wwUOOUWEODE wb ¢

to be too much regarded, or all the prisoners would get away. He merely returned the
whole company to Munich by th e next train, retaining only we Front soldiers, Hitler

among the rest.

261 wi EEOZUwWE Wl Ul ECDWET EOQOWUOWEOB w61l wOOU(

and incomings, for twenty -four hours at a stretch. The next twenty-four hours were

off duty. At the end o f January they broke up the camp, and sent most of the prisoners
back home. So we, too, returned to barracks at Munich. There, there was absolutely

nothing to do. We got perfectly sick of it, especially Hitler. So one day we reported,

and asked to be put on a job. We must have work of some kind! They hunted up
something for us to do - old gas-masks to test. There were whole mountains of these

things. We had only the mouthpiece to un screw and examine, and if anything was
wrong, to put it on one side. The wor k was easy, and to our joy, we got three marks a

day for it. At this rate we could manage sometimes to go to the Opera. Hitler was a

Ul TUOEUwW. xI UEws i EO6 z w6l wid O @uda)d U G OF 0wl
was lost in the music to the very last note; blind and deaf to all else around him.

2,1 EOPI POl w* UUOw$PUOTI UwOOUUwWT UOUBEWE
tottering. Bolshevik ideas were rapidly gaining in every di rection, and every day

witnessed mass demonstrations in the streets. On Febuary 21st, 1919, the members of
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the Landtag!® were assembled in session and awaiting the President. Suddenly the cry

5[5 (o
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subsided and Auer, the Leader of the Majority Socialists, could make his voice heard,

he was attempting to address the assembly when the doors were suddenly flung open,

a shot rang out, and he instantly collapsed. A panic stampeded the members. More
shots added to the terror and confusion, and two other deleg ates fell bleeding to the

ground.

city, and, although Eisner had practically lost the popular favour, the Communists

made capital out of his death and proclaimed a general strike to revenge it. Again
masses of excited demonstrators gathered in the streets. Again newspaper offices and

Ul Ox UWEOQGEwWPEUI T OUUI Uwpkil Ul wUEH O EIDEDg Eud E uy OO
marched to the spot where young Count Toni von Arco Valley had shot down Kurt

Eisner, erected a portrait of him there, and obliged every passer-by to uncover before

it. The late President was buried on February 26th, with almost royal pomp on the

, UOPET-wwgDIUBT OI 8z
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Governments all in power at once. A stop-gap ministry was formed to carry on, but

the working -classes came forward demanding the arming of the proletariat. They

sought to overthrow the Council. The Communist Central Office in Berlin sent the Jew
+1 YDOI OWEWOEOwWO! wOi I PUwWwOPOOWUOW, UOPET OQwl

assembly was held in the Wittelsbach Palace which inaugurated the briefs 1 | régigney

with yet another Jew, Ernst Toller, at its head.

?2- 001 pOT wb Ocedt®ay the dhidstuid Bthtd abd city. The peasants in

the country were losing all patience, and now threatened to withhold foodstuffs from
entering Munich. This menace was so serious that a new Social Democratiagegime

under Hoffmann was set up. Like all its predecessors, this also was destined quickly

to fail. Severe strikes in the Ruhr, inspired by the Communist leader, Karl Liebknecht,
the proclamation of a republic in Hungary by the Jew, Bela Kun, and the general unrest

everywhere, had their repercussions in Munich. Strife of every sort broke out among
the various parties in the city, all led, without exception, by Jews. By April, 1919, the

Hoffmann Government was obliged to betake itself to Bamberg, from whence it ruled

the northern half of Bavaria, leaving Munich and the southern half of the country in
the hands of the Bolshevists who sought to link it up with the Hungary of Bela Kun

and Russia of Lenin.

? 3 inlone day armoured cars were to be seen racing through the streets

distributing leaflets i n favour of the Hoffmann administration. Those who opposed
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10| andtag as distinguished from Reichstag. State as distinguished from Central Parliament.
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such propaganda were at once shot down by machine-guns. Next came armoured cars

advertising the Red regime in the same manner, with placards demanding the fall of
Hoffmann. Those who failed to comp ly with this new coercion were also at once shot

down by more machineguns. Hardly had both sets of armoured cars dis - appeared

5|55 (o]

than a force of Spartakists, three thousand strong, marched on the principal railway
UUDEUDPOOwPT PET whEUwWEOUI troBps. uFifing Gréke &ubh and Bd 1 ¢

Spartakists gave back, only to rally, and bombard the place in their turn for over half

an hour. The station was captured and its defenders all shot, to a man. This seemed to

immediately organised.

?2' DPUOTI UWEQCEW( wOOOOI EWwOOWEUWEOOWUT PUwbp

suppose. Hitler had alr eady come up against the Communists, for disobeying some of
their orders. They already had an eye on him. It seemed better, they thought, to get

him out of the way.

2.0l wOOUOPOT OwYl Vawi EUGaOwWUT UT T will Ewé&

him out in his room. He was already up and dressed. As they tramped up the stairs

Hitler guessed what was afoot, so grasped his revolver and prepared for the encounter.
They banged on the door which immediately opened to them:

?s(l waOUwWEOGOZz Uwb OU hB®I QOWEQIEDE®IH (A wA

i

? 3d Reds turned instantly, and tramped down - stairs again. The threat had been
far too real to face an instant longer.

?2)U0U00wUl POOWOT wbUnw3 T 1T w" U a-inChedd DeREE U 3
Army at this time, was one of the sailor mutineers, a man of no more than twenty -one,

who had already served terms of imprisonment, and who in 1917 had been
condemnedto death-U O OUUUOEUI OawUT 1 wUl 601 OEIl wil EE

2(UwPEUwWPBDOUI UwUDPOI OWEOEwWUOOPWOEAWET |
back into Munich still, from all the battle -fronts, weary, battered, disorientated men,

coming home to a foundered country where neither food nor peace nor work was to

be had. There were thirty thousand unemployed hanging about the streets. Food grew
ever scarce and more scarce. The people ate anythingthey could lay hands upon that

was remotely eatable. A fallen horse was a godsend. Such a carcass was immediately

pounced upon by the starving populace, and in quicker time than it takes to tell every
shred of flesh was stripped from the bones.

? # U U BlI@his wdafused and calamitous time Hitler remained with the Army
(which endeavoured to take up a neutral position among the warring factions), but |
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got demobbed, and sought work in Munich. | still met Hitler eve ry day, because we

UUT EwUOT 1 wU BEQ WiEsAbigve bud iedlslin. At that time soldiers were not
boarded in barracks as formerly, but drew ration money and could lay it out where

5] |[=] | =] (o]
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The grub was pretty poor, y ou may be sure, the place was dirty and crowded, the
tables bare, and one had to fetch and carry for oneself. We paid about thirty pfennige

for this. We used, often, to get through an evening here, too, drinking tea - Hitler

seldom drank coffee - and talked over things. Hitler used to get all worked up and hot
EOQOEWEOT UAOWEOEwW( woOi U1 OwlT OUT T UwlOwobaUl Oi
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without a pull anywhere.

? ( Geuniiddle of April, 1919, the Hoffmann Government decided to call upon
Berlin for help against the Bolshevists in Munich. Berlin sent help and the Reichswehr,

men consisting of old Front-line soldiers. These were glad enough to take up arms

against the Reds, not out of any love for the Republic, be sure, but for the sake of the

Fatherland. Independent bodies of men gathered together to the same end, especially
the Freikorps Epp which later on put in some particularly good work. Four groups of

these gradually approached Munich. Each group possessed artillery, cavalry, sappers
and armoured cars. The Red Army numbered some 20,000 men. On April 15th, 1919,

15,000 of these, fully armed, marched through the city to meetthes 6 | DPUT z wb O Y

237 1 w6l bUIxpeDancdd dffineks pgratiually closed in round Munich. On

April 29th they were at Dachau, a small town some ten miles to the north, which

formed a good strategical objective. It was quickly captured. Meantime the Reds in
Munich, feeling their ascendancy was at an end, gave themselves over to an orgy of

destruction. Again the shops were wrecked, streets were barricaded, machine-guns

OOUOUI EOQOWEOQEwWI YI UaUl pOT wi OVUwUI EEawi OUwWE
everyll EQuwi PYI wEDPUDPA&I CheBashetrssy wUT 1 wUOOT EQwO

C
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including the young Countess von Westarp, were arrested and brutally shot in the

\\\\\\

than ever against the Reds, and the news of it served to quicken the relieving troops.

On May 1st, battle was joined, and once again the streets of Munich were filled with

fighting men. The Whites had a hard task before them. They were fired upon from
every vantage point and corner, from every roof and window. They had, literally, to

take every single house on their way towards the centre of the city. The battle raged

I OUUT U0 wOT wEOOwWD O wé& b lert) BeddrabuworUBpp was il dorigandd U E

11 Emergency restaurant.
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quiet within. | had to get out and see things for myself. Everywhere there was firing.
It reminded me of Flanders! It was risking death to atte mpt certain crossings. Most of

the public buildings had first been stormed by artillery and then attacked by hand

T Ul OEET Uow3T 1 wi BT T Owbi OUWOOWEOOwWODT T U6 w!
as it were, in the Mathaser Brau in the centre of the city, from which place it would be

difficu It to dislodge them. But a severe bombardment did it at last, and their resistance

was practically broken. Desultory fighting went on for a day or two yet, but on May
3rd the Whites and the Free Companies entered the dy in triumph to the jubilation of

the population.

2371 wOl PWOEUUI UUwWOI wUT T wUDUUEUD OGDasd i E

them who had not already escaped - and imprisoned, or shot on the spot. Order was
soon restored. But the wresting of Munic h from the Red Terror was a costly business.

The Whites lost twenty -eight officers and one hundred and ninety -four men. The Reds

lost four hundred and fifty -one hundred and thirty -five of these were shot out of hand.

23T DUWOOT woOOOUT woHI W MdndrIdnde \arRi Bod all ofEalitance U U

with the Reds. Munich had had enough of Communism.

?. 0l wWEEAOwWUT OUUOawEl U1l UWEOOwWUT PUWEUUD

jUU

00001l EwxUl UUawxbOET 1 EWEQCEwWx] EOQAaOWEUUWI |
OUUwOi wei POOOW2ET OPEUOz wi 1 wi RxOEDPOI EB

E U L

P N

had held themselves a bit too much aloof. When the Whites entered a few stray shots

2 0

seemed to come from the barracks. No one could account br them, but the Whites

made short work of the business. They took every man in the place, including Hitler,
prisoner, and shut them up in the cellars of the Max Gymnasium. A few days later,

however, an officer who had been at the Front, happened to come dong and spotted

Hitler among the pri soners.

?2s6T awi ObpzUw Ul PUYyzw il wEI OEOEI EOQw s a ol
immediately set free.

J1 L
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Discipline was tightened up. Hitler remained a so Idier and was given the job of testing

1 YI UAwOEOZUwx OODPUDPEEOQWUOUOEODI UUBw( DwkPEUL

D w |

should now try and re -enlist in the Reichswehr. Hitler was specially fit for this job on
account of his political acumen, and because he was considered to be a god judge of

men.
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Instructor. Hitler had now to hold regular classes to instruct the men on political
matters, and in a true sense of patriotism. He had to eradicate the last fraces of the
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revolutionary measures of that sort. Hitler did all this extraordinarily well. He
discovered his own gift for public speaking and expos ition. He rather imagined he had

such a talent, but these classes in Barracks were useful enough to exercise and prove

It.

?2 UWEWOEUUI UwoOi wi EEJwUTl PUwOPOPUEUAaWEU

decided to leave the Army and go in for politics alto gether. After a few more months
he returned to civilian life. He would have had, perhaps, an easier time had he

remained with the Reichswehr, but by now he had conceived his great idea, and was
convinced that, whatever it might cost to realise it, he would bring it to fruition in the

end. He had already joined the Deutsche Arbeiterpartei 120

EEEEEEEEEE
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upon me to do so, but | was ready enough to follow his lead wherever it led. And that

he was filled with the noblest and most unselfish passion was never for one moment
to be questioned by anyone who really knew Hitler then.

5|55
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share of all the first ups and downs of the Party. But you know about those -O1 Uz U w

to Hitler himself.

23T T U1l zUwWOOT wUI POT w( wOUUUwWUT O6waduowl |
Party friends had the lucky idea of us giving him a dog?*for his birthday in 1920. He
UEUT T UwOT OUT T UwEwW#1 UUUET T Uw2ET 411 UT UOE w
and we bought one remarkable for size rather than for breed since funds were none
too flush - Hitler wa s awfully pleased with it. Bu t the dog was ill -PT wil EEOz U
that - and it went and died. So early next year somebody else sent him a young

Wolfhound. Hitler fell in love with him, and they became inseparable companions.
When, later on, he got more dogs (they are still living at h is country place), this one

remained his prime favourite. He kept him some ten years or more and then some

enemy managed to poison him - some Communist belike. He must have known that
UOwOPOOw' DUOI Uz UwE Ganakydlited evemyel GHOD O OiwE OE IC

how vile this enmity was - to wreak it on that sort of friend!

2] UOEOQw6 OUOI UUzw/ EUUAG

13 During the war a little dog des erted from the English lines and came over to us. Hitler adopted him

B
mE

Oi

| -
Qu
P

J w E

(-
S

Oop

S
c

EOEWEEOOI Ewi DOwW? %OR OB 2

EEEEEEEEE e

EEEEEE T EEEEEE O EEEEE e EEEEE o)

2l EEEEEE e e e e e e el e e e e

o)



=

2 EEEEEEEEEREEEEERE) [ [E

2(wWEEOI wi T Ul wOOW&EUET DOT wbOwhNI I-6neelat) U
Landsberg, when he was in prison in 1924, and afterwards on happier occasions.

2lawlUl | wPEaAaO? WEEETI Ew' l UUwW2ET OPEUOQWE Uw
Pl OOwUEa wUIl EQwUT 1 w6 EUWOOOEOI Ew, EURPEOWDE
to bring any political influence to bear on one at that time. But he certain ly did live up
to his convictions and the rest of us fellows saw it. He was a walking example of the
OOUUOQwI T wei Ul UPEUEUWI EYT wUT 1 w/ EUU HdkeghatO O
for vague international generalities. This is the reason why so few old ex-service men
PI OUwOYI UwOOwUTT wlil YOOUUDPOOG -

( Qw07 OUl wi PUUCWUT UUPEOT wOOOUT UwET U1 Uw
the German delegates to the Peace Conferece waited like prisoners behind wire and
partitions to be informed as to the terms of a Treaty which they had no option but to
sign. The soldiers in Munich and the people in the streets waited, too, for the news
from Versailles. Then it came - to such a cty, and to such people, at such a time! Seven
million Germans were to be lost to Germany by expatriation, and so inconceivable a
sum of money was to be paid by way of war indemnity that it exceeded the total wealth
of the Reich. The work of whole generations would not suffice to pay it.

Hitler as Bildungsoffizier ( Regimental Instruction Officer) in Munich watched
the course of events with closest attention. Of one thing he soon became fully
convinced and dangerously aware, so desperate was his anxiety forrational effective
creative effort in some promising direction, namely, that the last hour had struck for
Germany - was then striking at Versailles - unless this wild political welter could be
reduced to order, and a national unity, bigger far than a mere Bavarian unity,
powerful, purposeful and enthusiastic could be welded out of it. Something more must
come out of this endless talk around the tables in the Bierhallen than mere jeremiads,
sighs and theories, and hot air.

Hitler perceived that all politica | experimentation in Germany was beside the
point so long as no voice was raised against the crushing exactions of the Versailles
Treaty. No resurrection was even thinkable for the prostrate shattered country, unless
apathy could be overcome, despair could be counteracted, violence could be harnessed
and national feeling could be awakened to the one supreme creative end of rebutting
the exactions and denying the imputations of the Treaty under which, otherwise,
Germany was condemned to speedy death. He went everywhere; noted everything;
measured to a nicety the worth or worthlessness of the speakers and things spoken;
x OUOET EwUT T wxi Ox Ol zUwil Ox1 UO wkreadintss@®uasm@O |
when and if it should come, to some Trumpet Call to li fe! By February, 1920, within a
al EUWOl w* UUUw$ BUOIT Usolhdedl $uehlaire@eille idGebriany that © O L
rang through the entire German world.

He saw the road to take - the straight road, the only road.

-69 -

EEEEEE T EEEEEE O EEEEE e EEEEE o)

@
@

2l e EEE e e e e e e e el el e

O]
]

o)

|5 1 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 L [ [ [ T

ou

=
e



cl

2EEEEEEEEEEEEEER ) [

5] (O]

But how was he to pointit outnoton Oa wUOwUT T w, LOET T Ol UUC
but to the nation at large? How w as he to start the march, to lead the way, to form the

)6 C

vanguard, to draw all Germany along behind him until the goal should be in sight -

the goal that he reached indeed,for Germany, in March, 1933?

* k% k% %

Fate at this moment made use of three little mice.

Hitler went on frequenting the small clubs and groups of ineffectual men who

met here and there under that or the other rather high-sounding name to discuss the
political situation. To him they all seemed tragically laughable. None of them had the

slightest spark of life in it; no constructive idea; no programme; no policy. The

personnel of no single one seemed to furnish a man of any parts. They were all alike-
Ol Ul wUOEOOI UUOwWhOI I 11 kOBBO Ukearedabdiisjusted hitd.I E

He was actually driven back upon the question as to whether or not he himself should

i OUCEwWEwWxEUUadw! U0wWi 1T wEUOI Ewl & OLhh tnknownl O
soldier - without backing, or any sort of influence, succeed in such a step? It would

probably be better, willy -nilly, to associate himself with the least feeble and ridiculous

of the little groups he had already surveyed.

Three little mice, scampering about the barracks floor, one morning early, kept

Adolf Hitler awake. He found it impossi ble to drop off again to sleep. Idly he reached
out for something to read - anything that came within grasp. Somebody overnight, at

some little gathering or other, had t hrust a pamphlet into his hand as he went out. He

remembered an urgent word or two impr essing it upon his notice. All right then -O1 Uz
have a look at it now! In the early hours of the morning while the mice squeaked and

gambolled without let or hindrance , unwashed, unshaven, Hitler lay in a poor

tumbled bed - and found what he had sought so long, so vainly, found that of which

he had well-nigh despaired. This pamphlet thing, Mein politisches Erwache seemed

to hit things exactly on the dot! It sort of crystallised ideas of his own -' D U O-lput 7 U
them in a nutshell, suggested linesto hiOwO Owk i PET wUT DOT UwoODT |1

He read the slight thing from cover to cover, slapped it down with decision, and
promptly sprang up.

Hitler had found his starting -point.
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bring to it those qualities of energy, enthusiasm, vision to demand from e very member

5] (5]

of it that spirit of ready sacrifice and unbounded daring, without which neither t he

stillborn movement nor this little writing would ever have been heard of again. Drexler
had dreamed of such a man, but it had scarcely ever entered his head tahope that such

a one would actually materialise, and in the little Bierkeller where he and hi s friends

forgathered!

Who, then, was Anton Drexler?

To revert a little. Leading to the principal Bahnhof in Munich is a long street of

buildings entirely occup ied by the management of the Bavarian Railways. The largest
of them is the Reichsbahn Zentralamt. When the author of this book found his way

inside he had to traverse innumerable halls and corridors, to pass hundreds of doors

with all sorts of names and in scriptions on them, and came at last to room No. 553.
"TUT wOT T wol 11 OEWUE QENDQGUOOW# UI ROT UOwnOUI

| knocked and was bidden to enter.

| encountered a sharp bespectacled scrutiny from an individual seated behind an

enormous desk. I mentioned my name, whereupon he got up and stretched out a
cordial hand.

?. 7 Owal UOuw( LuC)C)ODC')uJE@diuul‘i’lﬁb@ﬁh@tﬂ)&b@(&&uw'z@@i:rﬁﬁg‘
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| liked the look of Anton Drexler. He is today a man in the early fifties; not a bit
the stereotyped official, but the craftsman and the worker.

2111 OUl w(wEI T DPOWEEOUUwW' PUOI UO? wi | wUEDE
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of leads up.

2, awi EUTT UWPEUWEWPOUODOT wOEAwWI 1 Ul Db

Democrats. | remember how he and my mother used to take me out into the woods on
the first Sunday in May and how lovely it was. It was a festival, a springtim e festival,

we all looked forward to the first of May so much. Then | went to school, and late r

NODOI EwE w, U OBekein (RXIE Clib)) hrent@mber how when strikes came
along there was no more wandering in the springtime woods for us. Politics knocked

all that sort of thing on the head.
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time. | found work there, but soon UUUUEOQWEwWUOET dw! 1 UOPOz U

leader of that time was Adolf Bebel, who was never tired of sp reading the unions

I YIUapPl 1T Ul Bws$Yl UaEOEawbPEUWEIT U1 Uwol LUUOLUNG’E"UJU

away, although | knew, of course, one had to join a union sooner or later. The trouble

was one got drawn into politics. Not only that - one got involved in communistic

UEUExUB w( wPEUOzUwWlI EYDPOT wEOGad w2 Ow( wi OOwUIT
PEUOZ UwEOQawUUI wi EOT tafted affthGe Bgaim, 'taking QvBadjabal U O §

could on the way. | worked on the farms. There was always something for a handy
man in the locksmith line to do about the farms and smithies.

I EEOwPOw, UOPET w( wi OUWEWNOEwWDPOwUIT dboauv E {
joining a union, but somehow | managed to keep my end up and hold on. | kept on in

the works for some years, in fact right up to 1914 when Europe burst into flames after

Sarajevo. With the outbreak of war came an enormous demand for railway material of

all sorts, and the pressure at the works was terrific. There was no question of my
NOPODOT wU et tostdypu antlfight {dnttie Fatherland, not in the trenches, but

at my vice.

21 00w( woOl xUwbOawl al Uwdx1 00 w( wéand Gomddwo w al
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began to get interested in politics. Why, right from the first those blessed Social
Democrats were kicking against spending the money necessary to keep the Army in

the field. But there were splits, too, in the camp. Half of them remained w here they

were (the Majority Socialist Party) and the other lot formed a sort of radical wing called
the Independent Socialists. They engineered a strike of 55,000 munition workers as

early as May, 1916% After that strikes were always happening. Then thi ngs were so

NOEOI al EwbOw/ EUOPEOI OUOWEUWUOWEUDPOT wEEOU
was responsible for the Revolution of the 9th of November, 1918, and culpable of

signing the Versailles Treaty.

23T 1T w20EPEOQw#1 OOE UE UU wibdy GéréEautBobabbtage el |

.

6EUGwW3T T awbkbi Ul OzOUOwWOI weEOUUUI OwEUwWOOiawte b U
realise their objects as though they had been. Both aimed at the overthrow of the

Monarchy, the destruction of the German Army, and the last ing disarmament of

Germany. The Marxists saw in all this the best possible augury for the realisation of
their own schemes. Hundreds and thousands of our men at the Front fell, victims of

the strife at home and of the rascality and treachery of those who fomented it, far more

than victims of the War itself. The whole thing was a hideous tragedy. There was

ak of War was evaporate#® And yet we so constantly encounter the objection that Hitler ascribes the

collapse of the German Front in 1918 to the wrong causes. The black) 1 Ew? 2 OEEwBDOwUT 1

main cause, despite a thousand others.
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another disastrous strike in the munitions industry in January, 1918. The spirit which

animated people and Army alike at the outbreak of War was evaporate d.¢ Even the
Socialists had marched in 1914 to the defence of Home, Hearth, Family and Fatherland,

at one with their fellow -EOUOUUa 01 O w' EEWEOa wOdI wEEUI E

Ul

that time, he would have been strung up on the nearest lamppost.

26T 1T Ul w(wEOOI wPDOOWPOWEOOwWUT, A DEWL BU W W

published an article of mine in which | had my say, hot and strong, about the
munitions strike, and a good lot of other things as well. | was all for carrying the War

on till we won it, and dead against profiteering and usury and all that dry -rot at home.
20wWPEUwWUT T wUOOI! Pl ElEBUDT DHODOWsSBEUX DO&ED

? UwWEwUI UU0OU0wW( wl OUwPUwPhOwWUT T wOl EOQwWEOO
me but hatred and scoffing. Some of them went and dug a grave near the place where
| worked, and stuck up a post and nailed the top of a box on it, on which they painted

2631 T Ul wbUwO QAIEWME UG TOWI @ WBEI3W | wol FEF W
ET EI OUwOIl Owi 60UT T Owl EEwOOwUl EOWPET Ewdi w
everything was boiling up to bursting point. Anyhow a tiny group of us workmen got
together somehow, among the workshops, and founded a sort of forerunner of the
&1 UOEOQw6 OUOOI OzUw/ EUVUadw( wPEUWET EPUOEOW
powerless, unOOOP O6 w6l WEPEOzZ UwWUUEEI T EOQwUI EOOaO

O U

(Gt

6 OUOOI Oz Uw" 660PUUI | z wE U wb | ngHbpowSiblyEdiffibull Brw 6 |

ourselves all round. Nevertheless we managed to get into touch with another like -
minded little group in  Bremen. We even got so far as to hold a small public meeting in

, UOPET OwPOw. EUOET UOwWE U U w( witrkedtipring: i Ended DpJ w

= w

with a row.

2371 OwdHI ROWOOOUT wUT 1T awbpl OUWEOBE WOl UwUIT B

Eisner, out of prison. Whatever induced them to do it passes my understanding to this
day. A friend of mine and | went to some of the meeting s of the Independent Socialists

and did what we could to protest against the speakers and the speeches. We only got

1637 7 wOUT wOl wOi PUwPOUEwW?1 Yi 02 wbphinky éhbughuiow deépdhiibifed b O
wastheEOT | UwUl xEUEUDPOT wxEUUVaAwi UOOwxEUVawbOwe&i UOEDaA
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slight length here by way of commentary upon what has been said above as to the political condition of
things in general, and of Bavaria in particular, by way of setting the stage for the entrance of the dramatic

i DT OUT woOi wOi T wwlLi Ui UB

17The mere translation of this epitaph entirely fails to convey its scorn and sarcasm. It represents the

German equivalent to the English offer of a white feather. It suggests that this self-conceited nobody, a

EEEEEE T EEEEEE O EEEEE e EEEEE o)

Ol Ul wpPOUOOEOQOWODPO! wUT 1 OUI OYI UOwkT Owal OwlOil pOOUWUO E T u
might die of hunger for his country (anybody could do that in Germany in 1918) but wo uld manage l@'
conveniently to evade the Front. lﬂ
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howled down for i t, and often barely escaped. On November 7th there was, a big
Ol 1 UPOT wOOwWUT 1T w3iT 1 Ul UPI OpPDI Ul ukkided, downlnitd a
Ul 1T w" uOpOw/ UDPOEI OWEOEWEOI EUwWOU0wWUT 1 webUU

city and broke open the gaols and let loose upon Munich all the criminal riff -raff

UOT T UTT UwkPPUT wUT 1 wxOODUDPEEOwWx UD UetnOrld wehtuT 1
mafficking through the streets with a murderer still in chains at the head of it! The riot

kept up for days - there was shooting when the tradespeople attempted to defend their

goods and shops- and in the middle of everything the King, Ludwig Ill, escaped from
the city. The only thing which might have quelled the Revolution would have been if

the troops had been called outagainst the mob-E U U wU T | a-dobféaddf iGciing w

it to further violence. Anyhow Eisner had got the upper hand. Yo u know the rest. What
sort of a government he set up, and what ultimately became of him and it.

?2 Uwi OUwOI wE OE w UAUsscitss] v Ih&lua mediirig BoUprotést

against the doings of December, 1918, in Berlin and Hamburg. It so happened just

when things were at their worst | had to go as the Bavarian representative of our little

group to a conference about Bolshevism in Berlin. It was held at a place in the
Potsdamerstrasse. | had no sooner put my nose inside the door than | was arrested by

a couple of heavily - armed Reds. They clapped me into a dark little room at the back
while they proceeded to break up the concern there, aneditorial office, where we had

proposed to have our meeting. In the end, though, | was allowed to communicate with

some rdatives living in Berlin, and found myself once more at liberty.

? 10Ul UwUT EVw( wE U O U-Adsddhussinio todshwitD anGther ltIE 1 £

group called the Politischer Arbeiter -Zirkel, run by a journalist of the name of Harrer.
He had got together all sorts of books and facts about the War, the Russian Revolution

- and our own Revolution - which we all set to work to study har d, by way of trying

to find some way out of the debacle. We discussed a new name for our combination,
and decided on a new departure. United, we numbered perhaps thirty -five members.

We agreed to meet on January 5th in a little eatinghouse in Munich called the
s %L UUOI Oi 1 OET Uw' Ol zwUOOwi OUOEwWUT 1 ws#1 UUUE

21 U0wWET 1 OUT wUOT 1 wEEaAwWEEOI wlidadyaakebed.Goni2 U a
of our would -be members were arrested and done to death: | myself only escaped the

same fate, one dark night wab UP OT wi OUw' EUVUUI UOwEa wEwl EP

Marxists, Jew-D OUx DUl EG w3 T EUZ UWEOOUIT I UwUIT EUOOwDPI

2/ 1T UTExUw( wOUT T OwUOwUE awlI Hé&t wdhe d partyE U U 4

only consisted of the committee of six men.BUU O wOi weOUUUI OQwbi wEQ
of headway. Our meetings were private because of this Red threat. We seemed to hae

got ourselves into a blind alley. We could do little but discuss and study. | embodied

my own ideas in a slight brochure called Mein politisches Erwachefrrom the diary of a
POUOPOT wOEDG »
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Here Drexler turns to a drawer in his writing -desk and brings a copy of it into
the light. A little affair, this, of some forty pages bound in a tattered blue cover. l@
2+1 OwoOl wuUl EE wadd U wEEwis O EE d Wwa Ow ? NULE O (
telling passages- EJ
2.7 OwOOOwi PUUUW( wOUT T OwUOWOEOT wbUWEOI Ewo
for a Party exactly. | only aimed really at setting down the views and tho ughts of a E
sAtqrrfad man OI t‘he'st,re‘et,‘ of theAV\(.arN, thg Fropt1 anAthe Revolution, and to draw out E
Ull wOl EIl UUEUAWEOOUI gUIl OEI U~
&
Then he reads, jumping from page to page (the book is evidently known to him E
by heart), and | gather the impression of a hefty inv ective against usury, profiteering,
EOPEUEDEI OwEOCEWEOEUUwW xUDYDOI T T ow3i 1 wpl Ei w
passionate conviction of hundreds and thousands of inarticulate workers here at home E
in Germany. It suggested, however, no solution for the probl ems so trenchantly
envisaged and presented. How could a group consisting of merely six men, with no E
following worth speaking of, and no representation in the Landtag, make its voice E
heard in the political world at that time?
No one was more aware of the futility of it all than Anton D rexler in 1919. E
]
(T wOOOawUuOOl 001 wPOUOGEWUUUOWUXx O wi 1 wE EIEO
2(wlUl EwOOwUT pOOwWDi wOOOawUOO! 6001 whOUOE w=D O
OEOI wUOOI U1 POT wOU UGB Kk @ik OEWW* BOOR @l UO E EC
driving force behind us. It would need to be an outstanding personality, anyhow, who E
could even attempt to do such a thing, a man of intense conviction, single-eyed, and
absolutely fearless. | never really hoped or dreamed that such an individual would E
evi UWEOOPWPOWEUWUT T w20l UOI EOI U Esuch Bsn@ermany | lEUUl
needed - only turns up once in a century! E
(1T whpl WEEUUDP]I EwOOOwWPUwWPEUWOOOAawWwbOwWUOO EUC)'
our little g roup might at least offer a starting -point - sooner or later - for greater and
more efficient things. E
?2 woObPUUOI WEPUWET T OUIl wUT PUwW( wl Exx1 OI EIEOLU
Dietrich Eckart. He had read my articles in the Munich paper, and was good en ough E
to say it was fine that at last a working man had expressed himself about all the E
corruption going on in high places. In fact we became good friends, Eckart and I, and E
]
[y
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| asked him to come and speak at one of our little gatherings. He would have done so

but that he fell ill. So | got Gottfried Feder instead:®

?2,awl OOEOI UUOWE U U whthandoly ofur 26 méxtih@d gntO O H
OZEOOEOWOO! wi YI OPOT wbOwUT T w2Ul UOI EOI UEU3
been a bit of a clash between our first speaker - who suggested a union between Austria

5] ||57] |L=3) | (=T

D w E

and Bavaria and the formation of a Danubian State - and a new-comer at the back of

the room. Then Feder seemed to grip the audience. He had something very interesting
to say about the difference between loan (or unproductive) capital, and industrial

capital which feeds productive industry.

EEEE]

w i

well, and used his arguments with force as telling as a flail. He seemed to know his
ground, too, better than most. | thought to Oa Ul Of ws' 1 UUw&OUUn w

TTOUDPOT wi OCEwWOI nzw( wOl xUwEOwI al wOOwi BewE

wbk

for him just as he was leaving. | gave him a copy of my pamphlet - asked him to come

again-1 Ox1 Ewl I gEwUIl EEwb U w
? -#w3' 3w, 2wwét. +%w' (3+$1062

B$EOEUUWEOE W%l ET UB wHEOOUUWOEOI UOwWUOEEaAOQWEUwWOT OUI

names which are household words in Germany. Eckart was a writer, and Feder an expert on financial

matters. With the introduction of these two names into # Ul ROl Uz UwOEUUEUDPYIT wUT |

Ul

Hitler.
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CHAPTER 6

HOBHRSLUL THE D23 IS wR#ES 4211 s w 1! $

Ul EEw# Ul BOT Uz UwOBPUUOI wxEOxT Ol Udyat2 U

quite like decision, led his steps once more in the direction of the
201 UBI EOI UEVUAUOwWOUwxIi Ul &ExBadwiud® e Wiw0wwow u
the queer folk he had unearthed there a few nights previously, seemed wont to
forgatheronaWedneUEEa wl YI OPOT 6 w31 1 Ul whEUWEI UUED
%l EIl Uwi EEwWETI 1 OwUEabpOl o

'_\ dolf Hitler himself tells the story better than anyone has told it since. He

"PDUOI UwUEa Uod w? (lighfed ébrddn EbanOwhéreutd Bré 6t all was
UOWET wUI | OOWEOCEwWUOUT T OwUT 1T wEOOUWOI EEDOT U
of a semi-broken gas-lamp four young men were sitting at a table, among whom was

| oG]
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PPl OWEUwWOOEI wEEOI wl OUPEUEWEOEwWI Ul 1 Ul EwOI Oow

welcome asanewOil OET UwOil wUT | w&l UOEOwW6 OUOI UUZ w/ EEJ&E
Hitler was a trifle nonplussed. However, he meant to see the evening through, E
and bit by bit got hold of the names of those present. They read the minutes of the last E
meeting, and then went into Party finances - a matter of some 7.50 marks- and read E
letters from absent members. E
]

Pl UET 01 UOBET Oui LUET 01 UODET femetamruiil w =]

Weise.( OwEDI Ul Ow* OUEWEOUOwWUOOOUI wbEIl wl DbOUUI Oy
]

@?#Ul EEIl UOOWEUI EEI UOn w31 DU wéeEdllasEsartrand U E‘l E

OPOEBWEEUW( wi OPOT wUOwI 6udOwdauil Of wbOwEwW" E E w
Yes, indeed. So it fell out, for want of an alternative. Hitler was not the founder E

Ol wOT PUwxEUUadw3l OUIl wxOOUwbhOl I11 EUUEOULUEEJUT

opportunBUa d w! U0wPUwUI T O EWEOCOQwWUOOwWOI 1 Ob1 DEOIE EO

asked himself was anything to be made of such a beginning? How was a miserable
little knot of pale people like this (he was the only soldier among them) to be welded E
into any decent sort of a going concern- club, or whatever it liked to call itself? How E
was any kick to be got into it How was such a club to be carried any farther, brought

to the semblance of some sort of a society? How was this society to become a significant E
movement? How would such a movement proceed to the uplifting of a prostrate, E
demoralised, humiliated country? For that and no le ss an aim from the first was in l@
_78.- [y
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The new associate was dutiful enough to attend the next little meeting of the

EE

2#1 UUUET T w EI BUI UxEUUI b.Olothit Geppeted. Numbdr! Qit) w E

not increase. The alkdevouring question still hammered in the brain that would not
despair. Hitler discovered three radical reasons why this little association should be so

feeble.

First of all it had no faith in itself, i ts purpose, or the possibility of its ever

amounting to anything Secondly, no remotest likelihood seemed to exist of any

increase d its membership. Various efforts to this end including a hand to hand
distribution of handwritten invitations to its meeting s, met with no sort of response

Thirdly, it was possessed of no funds. It could not afford the cheapest sort of leaflet
publicity.

' DPUOT Uwi 1 ODWEUWOOET wUI EVWOUET whEUwWOI |

was to constitute any sort of a starting-point for the energetic political campaign he
had in view. Instead of the mere little weekly committee meetings, it must embark on

frequent public assemblies, whence it might he hoped (and the event amply justified
the aspiration) that money for propaganda mig ht be forthcoming. Also the nucleus

El OEOEI Ewi Ul UT wabUOT wi O1 UT1 UPEWEOOOENRwW? 4

I 1 wU Ekadodmenérass a lot of sterling comrades, many of whom through my per-
UUEUDOOWET T EOwOOP wU OwN O b O erérgdtiaybudgidilows, wal T |

disciplined, and schooled through army life to the axiom that nothing is impossible,
everythingisaUUEDOEEOI wEa wUl | wOEOwWOI wUUUOOT wbb

oL EEEEEEEEE

The first few of the new series of meetings thus inaugurated were not particularly

UUEEI UUI UOOWEUUWEUWOEUUwW' PUOI Uz UwEUDYDOI

5|EE)|

?. UUwWEUEDI OEI UO? wi I wUE a UOowuduerURdmi eévery 1 §

hearers we went on to thirteen: presently to sixteen, three and twenty - perhaps even
tOwi OUUWEOEwWUT PUUan-?

Something more, obviously, had to be done about it.

Enough marks were scraped together to insert a small advertisement in a Munich
newspaper of an ambitious O1 1 UPOT w xUOxOUI Ew UOw ET w

'Ol EUAUOI 001 U O wapable 6f seatd@ somerhur@rédlancEthirty people.

This was to be the sort of meeting which, it was hoped, would really attract some
public attentio n. All depended upon Adolf Hitler himself. As he went down to the hall

that night his heart was in his mouth. He scarcely dared hope the place would be more

than a third, or at very most, half-i U006
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proceedings began. This was the first occasion (apart from his lectures tosoldiers)
UxOOwbi PET w' PUOTI UwPEUwWUOwWUxI EOwDOwx UEODE

5] (5]

was that both he and the audience made the discovery upon which the futu re of the

German nation was to turn. The moment this ex-service man, this energetic recruit to
Ul 1 wi OEEEawopPUUO!l wi UOUxwkbi PET WEEOOI EwbUU

to speak was the decisive moment for the Germany we see today. His tiny audience

was electrified - transported!

Amazed himself, Hitler perceived in an illuminating flash wherein the secret lay,

- in oratory, convinced and dynamic! He had not dreamed that he possessed such a
gift. He tried it out that night with staggering suc cess. The message he had to proclaim

PEUwWOOUWUT ECwPBPUT wUT T w&il U O&ndwesettibniy bad keen E
added to the existing political babel, but that the foundation stone had been well and

truly laid for the rebuilding of the shattered n ation. In the American phrase, Adolf

"PUOCT Uw?1T O0wUT EVCwOI UUET |1 wiewead . ONhenmplivgad dveu O §

the hall emptied to scatter Hitlerism broadcast throughout the city.

From now on big meeting followed big meeting, with ever mounting s uccess
until early in 1920 Hitler (who had, naturally, assumed the leadership of the group)

determined upon the first great mass meeting, despite the danger, by now grown to

appreciable proportions, of its being suppressed by the authorities, or broken up by
the opposition. It was held on February 24th, in the famous Festsaal, (not the Keller),

Of wOT 1T w' 61 EVAUT EUUOWEOEwWOUOETI Ul EwWEOWEUE

was to lay before it nothing less than the reasoned and detailed programme of the new
party.

?2 UwUIl 1T wUPOT whi OUwEaO?2 wil wUEaUOQOw?T OUUH
As one by one, point for point, | laid down the five and twenty planks in our platform,

w £

and submitted them to the judgment of the audience, there gradually arose an ever-

swelling jubilation in response, and as my last words made their way to the very heart
of the mass, the whole room surged before me unanimous in a new conviction, a new

Eil OPI I OWEOEwWEwWOI PwEI Ul UODPOEUDOOG »

3T 1T w?#1 UODUET T w UEIT PUI U *%ap¥ 10 drave updn Eddlfut@ O b

implacable enmity of the constituted authority, the Communists , the Marxists and
other political organisations whom its programme affronted or threatened. It had

become a force in Munich. It took to itself a flag and a symbol. Hitler himself, after

OEOQawEUUI OxUUOWET UBT O1 EwUT U wU U Eplrposelinddr w ?
flag. The red stands for our social programme, the white for our national, and in the

hooked cross we symbolise the struggle for the supremacy ofthh w Ua EOwWUEE |

19 Hitler seldom appealed directly for funds. He appealed to the audience to support the movement.
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In 1920 it had already become dangerous to hold meetings and to flourish this
i OET OWEOQCEwWUT T wphpOUUT aw, L OE i defdnsirations diddso btU |

increasing risk not only of bodily injury, but to life itself. It was this state of affairs

which gave rise to the so-E E O GhalSahwitd 2

About a year after ' PUOI Uz Uwi PUUOwT UI ECWUUEET UU

decided upon holding a still greater one, upon which, in fact, the whole future of the
young Movement might be heldto t UUOS w6 1 Ul whDUwUOwxUOYI w

UEI DUIT UxEUUI b2 inthednwdl@fotintlightb&nxpartieg &f that date: were
it to succeed it would dominate in Munich and gird itself for a Reich -wide struggle.

Already the local forces of opposition were fully alive to the significance of the
new political activity, and the o ccasion of this unprecedented effort on its part was

chosen for a decisive counterdemonstration. The Reds in Munich determined once

EOEwi OUWEOOWUOWUOEUT wIEWIT B dup?ut' | BUAQIEU il QX

appeal for police protection futil e, but beneath the dignity of the Movement. The
Movement must defend itself. Only so could it command the respect of those it would

attract, or ensure the safety of its audiences.

A band of hefty and enthusiastic young supporters were specially told off by

Hitler himself to keep the doors, and to act as ruthless chuckersout at the very first
sign of disorder. They were to fight with the gloves off an to show no quarter.

The event fully justified these precautions. After an enormous gathering in the
Zirkus Krone in Munich, which had been an unqualified success, another meeting was

held well packed with opponents only too eager to snatch the next best opportunity to

wreck the whole EUUDOT UUWOBETI WEOEWI OUWEOOS w' PUOI
Futuri wOU w" OOO0OEx Ul »wbT 1 OwUT 1 wUbT OEOQWPEUWI BY

a smash up, such an uproar and such a blood shedding, that it actually recalled to the

ex-service man moments at the Front!

31 19aa@Schutz wUl ET DYT EwUT | D oduckak beds Fout Gitub® bitu | E
fighting literally like berserkers, they hurled the enemy out, slung him head foremost

through the doors, drove him into a corner and pummelled him into a jelly. Hitler

stood still and looked on. His threat to rip the brassar d from the arm of any one of his
troopers who showed the white feather in this scrum, called for no fulfilment. Within

appreciable time order was restored - the speaker took up the thread of his speech, and

the meeting closed to the echoing strains of a pdriotic song.

20- EaDwUT OU W EGUwgs -EEIDBD O E O A w2 Giedtie@dewdve@entt wODE OOE

Ow
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21 Party-body organised with the express purpose of protecting the meetings against red disturbances.
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We have indeed an account of it from one of the eyewitnesses still living in

Munich, from an old lady called Frau Magdalena Schweyer.

When Hitler was first demobilised he would have liked to have returned to his

old lodgings with Frau Popp, but since she no longer had a room to spare he took up
equally modest quarters in a little street called the Thierschstrasse near the Isar.

Immediately opposite the house stood a little shop - it still stands there. One
could buy everything in it from ma tches to a cabbage. The legend over the door ran

EEEEEEEO

?2x1HEUDOOwW. EUCw UDEmGE Tudll iUl Wi Ox Ol 1 x1 Uz U
2, ET EEOI OEw2ET bl al UG~

Frau Schweyer still stands behind the old-fashioned little counter within. She is
an aged woman now, short of stature, and with grey hair. She came forward as |

entered one day, glancing sharply up at me through her spectacles, and briskly

smoothing down her apron with her toil -worn hands.

? (vant to know something about Herr Hitler in the old days - in the beginnings

Of wPbUOWEOO~

Her eyes instantly lighted up. No one in Munich today is more proud than little

OOEWWUEUW2ET Pl al UwOl wi 1 Uwi Ubl GEUT Bx wbiUI
joined the Party in 1919 when it was utterly obscure.

2 OPuwUOIWOBWP wl DOy 2 WUT | WEUOI EOWEOEwWx OE
happy to expand on this theme. | leant on the counter and watched her animated

expressive face. Here was one of thosavorking women who befriended Hitler through

some of the thinnest times he had to experience; here was one of the people to whom
he so urgently and so clearly and so simply aimed to bring his message home, here

was one of the women whom he sought to place in positions of least danger at his

meetings.

?) Ew) Ewl E GaAEWEAU BBl 08 Turd a1 U O w ? B BuysuigU w
man came in here to buy some little thing or other - probably some fruit. He was rather

poorly dressed: he never seemed to have moreUT EOQw OO WEOEUS w( wUi E

no more stock of himthan of anOUT 1T UOwOOU U woODP Ol adwbi wbU
PI OOwUx 001 O6w' 1 wPEUWUT ECwxOO0PUI 6 w( DWEDEC

GGG GG

| watched him out of the shop, and noticed t hat he went into the house over the way.

So that, | supposed, was whee he lived.

2( WEPDEOzZUwOOUPET wi POWEOOTI wbOwET EPOwIi O
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22 Spices (i.e. general chandlery), fruit and vegetables.
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? 31 I Ow O-Qustuatkodt ahe turn of the year it was - a neighbour of mine
happened to tell about him. She said his name was Adolf Hitler and he had something l@
todOwpPPUT WEWOOUWEEOOI Ewli 1 ws#1 UOUET | w UEI E‘I U
speaker - talked something astounding. My neighbour wanted me to go and hear him.
She saidtheveryn ROwUPOT wUT T Ul whEUWEwWOI 1 UPOT wOGEwT
with her. E
Owhil whpl QUG wW2T 1 WEEOTI wbOwOOT wi YI OPOT w = w
220wkl wkl OU 21 1 wWEEOI wbOwOOI wl YI OBOI EE L
Leiberzimmer2Of wUT T w2 U1 UOI EOI UEU& UG E
| 660wl WEBE W OOWEBE w( wi 60 wE thdsak & aik E 5L
?61 OOOw( WEDPDEwW!I OOWEOEwW( wl OUwEesaid and &l E )
| could understand every word. He seemed to think there was a way to be found out E
of all our troubles and miseries. We was all to join his party and help. | joined then and
there. They gave me a number- 90. E
]

2(wbkpl OUwUOwBE®@ UES T 20ud THU OwE OE wi O0 w
take much to find out how poor he was. | had more than half a notion that often he
POUOEOz Uwl EYI wi EEwOOUIT b Ohimudot nolv Bnd thén Utlyave O L
me an idea, that did. | thoughUw( 7z EWET WwEEOI wUOOwI I Ox wEa wUI

Gk
v O £

now and again - a pot of jam, or a snack of sausage, or a handful of apples. But it was

as plain as daylight he hated to take them. He only did it because he was so poor. He

it. Often though, when | was thinking to myself that would pretty well do him till next

oG]

day, one or another of his pals comeinandN U U0 wOl UwOOwEUw' DUOI U
to them. They was such a hungry crowd, the whole lot of them! Anyhow he must have

o)

=

23T 1T 0wUi T UT wpEUUW K 'wix WX P@uiddo O1 w Ol

uu

friends, and buy a couple of Rettiche (large white radishes) for the pair of them. That

Ol xOwUuOOoil Ui pOT wi OUwi POUI Oi WOOET wPbOWEDPRI Délg w O
o]
G

was their idea of a supper.

231 DOT UwOUUUOwWT EYT wl 601 wO-OnorfthU thenwjdselidig w U
on folks remembering that they | EEOz Owil OUwOOUT POT wbOwUI

Ow
Uuw

presently began to grow a bit, and when everyone helped as well as they could things

got a little easier for Hitler. Even when | knew he must have a bit coming in like, now,
| used to send him them apples now and again. He was that fond of fruit.

?2( Uwpb E U wpk O CtkelParly Gréwulikidw because | hung on all those first
hard months, and went to every meeting, and saw how they had to be held in a bigger

23 Name of a room reserved for the members of the Infantry Life Guards.

24 Herr Herrmann Esser, today President of the Reichsfremdenverkehrsverband.
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-the 4thto be exact-DOwUT T WEUUI OEOa wU OO O wbdthay bed that '
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OO00T WEUwW( woOPYT bw( il w(wli EEOzU0wWOl xUwbdawllE
arms above it, like all the rest of us women was told to do, sure as fate it would have

been clean knocked off my shoulders. The beer mugswere flying around that night
something alarming!

?2-O0woOO0T weli i OUl wlT PUWOIT 1 UDOT antattatkungde O C

on one of the members of the Landtag, Herr Auer. No one seems to have witnessed it.
Auer himself seemed to think his own bravery saved him. But the Party he belonged

to?® set it about that it was the new Hitler Party what had done it. They went about all
they knew to stir up the people and egg the working f olk on to get a blow in at the

Nazis. Everyone knew - everyone of us | mean- knew that something would be tried,

UT E0wOPT T UOWUOWEUUUwWUx wOUUwOIT 1 UDb @ prétyusell wE
UUT EwOOwOT PUWUOUOwWOT wlOT wbifuitHe)Thie ime, Bhough) Wasi i E

to be different.

(UWPEVUWUOWET T POwWUT EUxWEUwWI PTT Owbz EOOT

The first thing we saw as we went in was a group of yo ung men standing about the

entrance each with a band round his arms with a hooked cross on it. They were ex-
service chaps, friends of Hitler from Traunstein. | heard him come up and tell them to

keep order at all costs. He spoke sharp and soldierlike; saiE wi 1 z EwUDx wUOT 1|

their arms if so much as one of them showed the white feather. No one of them was to
clear out unless he cleared out dead! He smiled though, and added he knew well

1 OOUT T WEUwWUTT awbpbOUOEDOz Un

25 Auer belonged to the Social Democratic Party, then strongly represented in Parliament in Munich.

Dr. Gustav von Kahr had been appointed as General State Commissioner with dictatorial powers. This

regime was inimical to th e Republic as represented at Berlin. It favoured the dispossessed Wittelsbachs.
Its members took oath to the Bavarian State,not to the Reich. It is necessary to recall these political facts

o o o o ) o o o

in order that the reader may obtain some idea of whatandwhothe ? EUUT OUDBUDI U2 whkl Ul

From what has already been written about the bitterness of party w arfare in Munich it can be well
understood that the danger which threatened the big meeting described by Frau Schweyer was by no

means negligible. The breakup of a political gathering in Munich at that time might easily involve
fatalities. It may be confuUBD OT wi OUwUOT 1 wUl EEIT U wlettwhsiogpasedlby theWarking U O

people (that it was the Workers themselves who proposed to smash up his meetings and his party),
since it was the interests of the common folk he had so supremely at heart. Whenit is remembered,

however, that these workers were Marxists and Communists, light is at once shed on this matter. Hitler

was all out against Marxism and Communism, for reasons already given in a previous Chapter.
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237 1T wxOEET whEUwx Ul Unibk wepel taflGouget Wedl Gpdinidrdrit: w b ¢
it would be safest there, far from the doors. | was too excited really to be frightened. It

PEUwx OEPOwWUT 1 Ul ZEWET wUOOI wUUOUEOI owl EOI W

found a table right in front. Then they came and set another near it, and a Herr Esser
got up on it to open the meeting. As soon as he jumped down again, Herr Hitler took

his place. They greeted him with a few boos and yells, but after a bit he gripped even

the enemy, and was speaking without interruption for quite an hour, before things
began to look threatening again.

2/ 1 Ox Ol wbil Ul wEUDPOODPOT WEDEWEUUI OEDPOT wWEC

beer was called for, instead of giving up the empty mugs, fresh ones were brought,

and the old ones were piled under the tables. Whole batteries of beer mugs grev up
UOET UwUT T wUEEOI U6

?' DPUOI Uwi EEWET 1 OwUx1 EODPOT wUOOT wUDOI wpki

s %U 1 Zhnd B heérpot went crash! That was the signal for things to begin. Three
i OUUOwWI BYT wiTEYawUUOOT wx OUUwIi Olhbad Bridwextd U

~ s A N A~ A

261 WEUEOI EwUT EUx wi OO0 WdplittinguBeler heaidanythimg U uf

likeitinyourlif 1 nw/ EQET OOOPUOWI EEWEUOOT OwoOUUOwD (
One heard nothing but yells, crashing beer mugs, stamping and struggling, the

overturning of heavy oaken tables, and the smashing up of wooden chairs. A regular

battle raged in the room.

soA e oA N

I POUI Of WEDWEOOG w' | whPEUwWUT 1T wUEUT 1 UwlOi wb U w
murderous heavy mugs was flying at his head all the time. | know because | got a

sharp look round just between whiles: there he stuck, quiet as a statue waiting for those

boys of his to get the tumult under. Goodness only knows how long it went on - twenty
minutes perhaps, but it seemed never ending. The Reds was five times as many asve

Hitlerites. The boys with the armbands were enormously outnumbered . They were in
a fine state | can tell you before order was restored, their jackets torn half off their

backs, and their faces all patched and dabbled with blood. Anyhow, they did get the

Reds outside somehow, and then, cool as a cucumber, up gets Herr Essr beside Herr
Hitler and calmly announces that the meeting will go on. The speaker was to

continued.

23T EUzUwi EOOUUWOOPGWwSYI UAOOl wbhbOw &l UG

Versammlung geht PT PUT Uz 6 ws 3T 1T w2x1 EOIl UwbbPOOwx UOE

O EEEEEEEEE e

ElEEEEEE]

Il E

e

[T Q
Qu =

%6371 w, EURDUUWEEUUOI wEUaOw?+DEI UUad~

-85 -

G

EEEEEE T EEEEEE O EEEEE e EEEEE o)

2l EEEEEE e e e e e e el e e e e

o)



=

el

2EEEEEEEEEEEEEER ) [

231 1T wUOOOwWDPE U wU Bnérs was averUdurthOnidrEddsméshed beer
mugs lying about everywhere, and piles of broken chairs.

23T PUOWAOUWOOOPOWPEUWUT 1T wi PUUOWUDOT wui
the frsUwUDOT wUDOET wOT 1 w1l YOOUUDPOOWE U unkEidaxed O
the first time they got roundly trounced and walloped themselves. | say it was the real
beginning of our Party as a force and power.

2$Y1I UwET U1 UwUOT b Uwhat bedaiiiofitg Keep aréedviete weddd Meu
Storm Troops. People oughtto have seen that fight and that room afterwards to know
how necessary they were. We should have gone under, for good, then and there,
PPUT OUUWBRET WPABE Q! | EE UheiMaviernetr Gad @ GightadiGight
and fight, and always - at first - at tremendous odds. Up to now the Reds had had it
all their own way. It was always them what did the smashing up and the storming of
OUT T Uwxl OxOIl owUIl 1 az EwE OOW thely @ad10 indetalParty Whatd O
POUOEOzZ UwUEO]I wbUwi UOOWIUd+ OwdOabpOl WwEOPOWOCE

* k k% %

Frau Schweyer had become quite excited as she retailed the story. Something of
the light of battle flashed in her eyes again. They were brave women who attended
HitOl Uz Uwi BUU0wWOI 1 UDOT UB

21 00wU0T 1 002 wUIT 1 WUEDE OwW? atdluwil ul Ewrd BEu@Dudil |
you - just one little thing:

2(OwUl 1 wbDddnBed U bl EVWET Ul Uwi 1l zEwWEITT O
National Socialists in Munich heard that he was to be set free. Just before Christmas,
too, on the 20th. We was wildwBD UT wNOanwéel wi EEOz Uwl Bx1 EUI
how miserable everything would be this year. Then between us we struck on a bright
idea to welcome him. He would come out of the fortress just as desperately poor as he
went in. So we arranged to have abit of a collection, just in our part of the city, so as
he should have a little money to put in his pocket straight away. Altogether we scraped
up about fifty marks. But more than t hat - on the day itself we filled his old room in
the house opposite my shop with flowers (although it was winter time), and covered
the poor table with good things to eat, and saw that there was fruit and stuff in the
cupboard. We even secured a bottle ofwine for the occasion, although we knew he
never touched it.

? ( U w b Eriber20tiE 1924, a raw, grey, miserable day. The hours dragged by;

running to the door and looking up and down our street. And then, sure enough, about
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Upbp Owdz E OO teroaadaOnotdridiowa B to the house opposite. Hitler was in it. l@

| saw him through the window. He got out and was just going in at the door, when he
turned around and caught sight of me standing staring across the way. He just came l@

over and shook me by thi wi EOEWEOEWUEPEO ws &ULUUw&OU

OOUI POT wi EEwi Exx1 Ol EWEVUWEOOwWDPOWEOOwWUT EU

?2' DPUwi ECEwPE U wD E a whiké k. wt Give£nmelthD treeps tbhinku b E

how cold and how hard it was, to this day. | remember the thought went through my
head-T OPwWEPT UOWUOWPOEUUWUT I wi O00PUaAwOI wUUET

throat swelled and the tears would come. It was such a joy to see him back again.

? 6 1 O Ohadedme, @anyway! | went back into the shop all flustered, thinking of

his climbing those stairs opposite and coming into his old room, and finding the
flowers and the eatables and our little preparations for his welcome. | could just

imagine him sitting down in the middle of it all and starting to think of nothing but

how to get the Party going again.

2 Owl OUUWOUWUPOwWP] OUWEaAa WESOEwWUT 1T QwEwOI b

for a subscription to the OUT EQuwi UOEwi OUw208w OOI z Uw" T L
E O U O E Grq rauehEror culd anybody else apparently. All down the list people had

only been able to give a few Pfennige each. We were only poor folks round about there.

Frau Pfister agreed. We had a little talk together. She said what awful difficult work it
was to get anybody to subscribe for the organ, times was that hard. And | suddenly

UEPEOws 61 OOOwWl OwOYI UwUOw' 1 UUw' PUOT UOwWUI 1|

Tellhimwhat DUz Uwi QUG w' 1 zUwOOUwWUT T wOOT wOOWUE a

?2%UEUwW/ I PUCIT Uw i Oheustieet.w waddhed Bdy Eriel the house

opposite.

2( OwEwWi T PwOPOUUI UwUT | weEOI wi 6abOl WEEE

nose, so that | could see for myself what anincredible lot Herr Hitler had given.

?%Di UDAawOEUOUnw3 T I Ulinane,(Adotf HitO WNUUUwWUOET U

took off my glasses and looked again-s EOOI w' DPUOI UOwi i Ua wOE
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asked what | wanted. When | told him, he made me come in and sit down. So | did
and Herr Hitler catched hold of a glass and filled it wit h wine and gave it to me, with

&

EwEEOIwEOEwUEDEw(wDEUwUOwIEUwEOEwEUDOOOL

as how the things on the table was all for him. Buthl wp OUOE wi EYI wPUOuw EOD

EPEOzwi | WUEDEOws ( wEDDS I0wE WO OOmE DHO &zu wio ||

for my paper, glances at it and scribbles something under his own name. He puts it

down and goes over to a little side table, pulls out a drawer and comes back and pushes
I DIl UAawOEUOUWOYI Uwi QuOwdEa ¥ 0wy w&E @l @F U wa ¢

T OUB w2001 wi UPI BEVUWOT woODPOl wil EYT wNUUUWEOBUI

the moment find a blessed word to say, but he read my face clear as a book and laughed
EQOEWEEEI EQuws! 1 00U ¥O ud®IUudE WOOUwE WO ooa wi O

OENI EUBw3T 1T wxUPI UDVUWEOOzZUwxEUUPEUOEUOAa wC

2s(wlUUPT EwUOWWIVE OO wiOh @ w B WO wiwp OUOE Oz U

?2' T wlUI EO? w»UEU W2 ET dtoincacrosauth thedsBap BsHdndga® he?
lived in our street, and often afterwards when he had become a very much bigger man.

] WEPEOz Owi OUTT ODwlOl 6 we T 1 Gler@vasiniLéipdigc BubHe seitd |
me a lovely wreath and wrote ever such a nice letter with it.

2/ 1 O0xO01l wOl 1 EOz UwWwPOOETI Uwbl awkPl woOYIT wUl
folk. He never had no time and no wish to think of himself. He was always out for
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EARLY STRUGGLES OF THE MO)VEMENT:

GOSIZ%WL($HW2 S 5T033z2w23. 1

moreover, they are highly metaphysically minded. The everyday

G erman people express themselves very differently from English people;

Englishman never talks metaphysics: the German does little else. The

German, and particularly the young German of today, is inten sely serious, desperately
POwl EUOI UUBw' 1T wEEOz Uwi OUwWUOT T woObPi 1 wdi wi O

the Englishman he does not seek to mask his thinking, his dearest convictions and

strivings, under an apparent carelessness or a rampant mmour. It has been said that
a sense of humour would be fatal to the make-up of a dictator. It would be fatal to a

revolution, too, and to the revolutionaries.

Gottfried Schmitt tells me his story as only a German working man would tell it.

For the English reader it needs not merely to be translated, but to be put into a wholly

EDIi T T Ul OUwYI UOEEUOEUG wW?30wOawbEI EO?2 wEDI |
got going at all, whereas the German readily speaks ofif DU w? 6 1 OUE H4&hé&df E U

I DU w? oOOU Wi @30 A1 6 -

61 1 Ow( wOEET wOawbPEawUOw' 1 UUwWw2ET OPUUZz Uw

and welcome. Schmitt lugged a box out from under the table, on which | sat down. It
PUWEwWOEUUOP wOH U U @EW @ uEWwWWITH hQUEEWD2uERKIGHE |
 OUOPUUUI WEOOZUwWOI EYI WOUET wi OEOPwWwUOOOWI

U‘ .

sofa with the latest little newcomer in it. Five people live in this room which also serves
as a kitchen.

- Z e N A ..

( WE OU U U wbdoa!mert Sohmitt] hdw can you stick i tin this hole? Why
OOwl EVUUT wi EYTI Oz OwaoObUwl OUwWEWET OUT Uwx OEET 1

EOOI wi OUwUT T w" EVUI y=2

"Twl YT UwlOl wEwUl UPOUUWUQGUEUT wOOOO0G6 w?6 I

our OPOwOl UOUO? wi 1l wbOx OPE DU Ox wWOH Ui Dwiod
material improvement. Our struggle was for Germany! | was nothing but a working
OEOOWEOEwW(zYI wOl YI UwET T Ow 00U ind @dntedEtd) We: E

E—l_E

| 5 5 5 ) 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 =

[ﬁl

POUODOT wdI cbunting=the@Revdlution just to fill our pockets. We wanted to
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27 Cosmic view of things.
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28 Innermost spiritual convic tion.
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bring about the sort of socialism which had been dangled before our eyes for decades l@
PPUT OUU0wWPUUwWOI YI UWEOODPOT wUOWEOGaUTl pOT wEUw

he, and he alone ever made a practical reality of it. He kept faith with the working l@

OEOBwW' 1 zUwOOUwWOOOAWEWE OUOT UUz w+1 EEI UOwE[EuTi

EEEOQwOUUwWI O00UUG w3l EUzUwpPi EODwDPDUWEOOUOUI

s371 Ul wpUWwBOOELDOPOS OO W | WUEPEOWs EVOwOT & OfE]}i

21 U0wWwEOOzZ UwabUwbpbOUUAWEEOUUWOI dw(zO0wi O
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each with its own bit of garden, all destined forth 1| wP OUOP OT WOEOwWOI wU
"PUOI Uw2UEUT whpT EUZUWEUPOEDOT wlOT 1 O3 w' PUOI
just to dig his spade into for himself, so as he grows up on and with his own bit of soil.
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80Uz Yl wl OUwUOwWOOOPWEUWET Ul UwUI |EuwU OE@Y i hu\
otherwayto EUDOT wUOT T wUOUUOwOi w2 0EPEOPUOWEEOUU E E
<E060D0T w0l 1wl UOUUI w0OWUOUawnl EDwposiu el
OOUI POl wl EUWEOOI wOl wbUO w( Uwk E UOZz UnuelB, brilywa wkE
a lot of places emptied to be filled up with nincompoops with no idea in their heads E
but to fill their own stomachs, and to have a good time themselves. They forgot all
EEOUUwWwUUwWPOUOT UUGwW3T 1T wOOOawxi Ox Ol @puﬁwﬁbﬁlﬁ)ﬁiu
themselves to words, but who go and do something! That sort of thing turned me E
Communist. E
231 1 OwbPOwhNI vwOUwWUTT UI EEOQUOUWI YT UaOOI E Ou
UOOT woOl pw/ EU0DAwWOUWOUT T Uwi i Ul wpl EVWE wa301 b U
enough to make us hate it. Not that | worried myself much about it at first. Never give E
it aﬂthou,gh\t, yntil \orAle\da,y some oonur 9hap§ tgrged up in\the factory with their heads E
POWEEOEET TUBw UwidPUUUwWwUTTI awpPOUOEOz Uw Ol oJo
something and turned aside. But it must have been pretty lively, that scrap, the way E
them.ch.aes"se\e[ng.d to ba}/e g(Bt |t ip :[he n?qk! It zilllucqm(? ou.t', qf course, sooner or |?.tel’. ) E o
wl UOEUI EwOUwWOOUIl wOl wUl | Owl EEWOEE|l wbUwU J O
meetings and smashitup. Th a wi EEOz OWUUEEIT | EI ES E
2(WEOUOEOzUwUPT T UOAWET OP1 YTl wOawl EVUVwL E Ou
fellows at the meeting as had chucked them out. But everybody was talking of it. It E
was a sort of sensation for a day or two in Munich. E
]
292 001 U1 BOT WODOT wWUT 1T w$ O1T OPUT W? +EQEwl POwi OUwi 1 UOI U llg D w C
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meeting of these here Nationalists.
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Uil Ol EwOOwWOOUDPET wk E U wUO® EWwHgBing, Ridheg 10RiOI
EUOPZ wOOI wOI PUT T UBwW3T 1 WEUEDI OEl whpEUWOEEI

and petty shopkeepers.

2371 OwUl PUWOEOwW' PUOT Uwl O0UwUx wOOwUx1 EOQ

2( WUEPWEUWOOET wli U wb BuburoberOrd gesa@ikethe w G
most of them. Everything he said was just common sense and sound. Although I

PEUOZ UwOOl wUOWET whOOwOYI UWEOOwWDOWEwWOOOI ¢
meeting to realise that Hitler was straight as a die, and a safe one to put your shirt on.

?2( wbkl OU wU O uhis Yneetinguatedthaw Bif byubit he won me round. He

D w

E uw

out flat I He knocked the Red nonsense out of me - all about the World Revolution to
put the world right, and hot air like that. Instead, | seemed to see what he was driving
at. Instead of prophecies and far-off Utopias like, in National Socialism, he gave us a
good working scheme of things we could get b usy on right away. 3!

2371 1 wliing forlire todd was to break with the Communists. So | did, and in
UT 1T wUxUPOT wOi whuNI | w( wNODPOT Ew PUOI Uz Uw/ EU
the Storm Troops they were called, whose job it was to keep order at the meetings.

2/ 1 Ox Ol wckingUntouthe @arty every day, deserting the Reds and the
Democrats and the rest for the National Socialists. Hitler made his aim so clear, any
right -thinking man could follow his ideas. We learnt to trust them.

? ( Uswabdiit this time Hitler organised U1 1T ws 2 00UOw3 UOO%x UG 7
had so greatly increased it was necessary to give us a proper standing. We met one
EEAwWEOQwWUIT T wEITHPOODPOT w Ol w -, WIAEI W Pp@w BR G
I LUT T UEU& UOI Ohiundredwfuk, @rd Bitletdividdd  us up into hundreds,
EQEwUT 1 Ul wi UOEUI EUWET EPOwWPOUOWUOEOOI UwWED

0371 wl xDUT 1T Ow?EOQUUT T OPU?» wOUW?PELUT T UOPET » wbOwé&l U
Ol Ul wi gUDPYEOI OUw? Ob E Ehé bawrgediE dnd) hisuclsd in $h& byésbof fiis péitical
opponents means the miserably smallminded section of the community which cares for nothing but
self-interest and cannot see beyond the end of its nose, a class incapable of high endeavour, long vien

or self-sacrifice, hence a drag and a menace upn any Party out for the common good.

31 See the end chapters of this very book.
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necessity in the propaganda campaign of the Party, that the Leader had now to turn
his attention to giving them a thorough -going special organisation of their own. In the

beginning the Storm Troopers were generally enormously outnumbered at the

meetings, but it was seldom, if ever, they encountered defeat.

Hitler was confronted - as time went on - with mortal danger from the State (the

Government in Munich at that time envisaged his Movement as Monarchist and
reactionary in intent), and from the marshalled might of all those proletarian forces he

UOOUwUxwUOET UwUT 1 wd U EEDOT lwubtntedPoy Ehd) @reptist

methods of experienced opponents. Force and terror, he decided, were only to be
countered by a still more active and ready force and terror. It had been an axiom of the

Party, laid down from the first, to hold no so rt of parley wit h opposition and
obstruction and with the forces of destruction, but to grapple with them on the instant,

ferociously enough to down and quash them then and there.

Conviction in the Tightness and supreme necessity for Germany of his gigantic
undertaking, in its ultimate triumph for all and any temporary or individual cost

underlay the constitution and the morale of the Storm Troops. Hitler made a
considered study of the Reds: terrorist methods in order to meet them by something

still more d ecisive and more adequate - thus at the beginning. To obtain a hearing for

National Socialist speakers at National Socialist meetings, and to ensure safe conduct
for sympathisers and possible converts.

3T 1T wOEOI w?2200U0U0w3UOOx U~ wb | rBighlears viashddt & w U
piece with the political nomenclature of the moment. All the parties had their

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

organised chuckersOUUOwbPT Owkbi OUwWUOET UwUOOREIEDT b4

the Roman Catholic Centre Party, indeed, were called almost exactly in the same way.

In the beginning, at least, the National Socialist Storm Troops were allowed to

have nothing whatever to do with military organisation and military aims. They were,

PUPUI Uw' PUOT UOw?x0UI OQawEOQwHOUUUUOI OUuw i
Socialist MovemeO U662 w' 1 Ul Ow Yl UawEUPI | aOw EUI w U
development:

GG

23T T w20OUOW3UOOXUWEUTI wOOUwWUOWET wOUEDOI
that of how to carry out the principles and objects of the Party. Since the men must be

strong and fit, store must be set far more on sport (such things as boxing and jiu-jitsu)

Ul EOQOwOOWOPOPUEUVUAWEUDPOOO wWET 1 OOWEDOE WD Owb C
OOwUT 1 w- EUPOOOWI 1T Ul wb ONieth Kampfp ] 611Dodrithe bdidyédU U

English translation, p. 217.) The formation of the Storm battalion was not to be a copy

of the old Army either in arms or equipment, but at the same time the leader most
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emphatically exacted that every manly hardihood, every highest soldier ly excellence
of EDUEDxOPOI wEOEWOET EDPI OEIl wUT OUOEWET wUIl @C

IT OEwEawUOO! woOl wUOT T wUOGEPTI UPT UwbOwUT T wE
against a new law what had b een passed in protection of the Republic. We National
Socialists were also invited to take part. Hitler thought it an A1 opportunity to bring

his Troopers for the first time into the open, and to give Munich an idea of their
strength and discipline. We were six companies? strong by then, we had fifteen flags
and two bands. We turned out and marched with music at the head of the column into
UT1T w*gOPT UxOEUAwWPT T Ul wUOT 1T wOl 1 UPOT whEUWUO
was unpleasant. They flung a few stones at us from some of the side streets, but we
was under strict orders to take no notice of such petty manoeuvres, so we kept straight
on. But then things got a bit livelier. Just before we reached the square Hitler right
about faced and gave the signal to clear the streets. We flung ourselves upon our

(G
2 OwlOiil wi OEwOi w UT UU0UO? WEOGOUDPOUI Uw:' i UIE
]

Ull O6w OCEwWPOwWUT 1T w* gOPT UxOEU&wWPUUI O whi wi
anything like us with our formation, flags and bands, for ages. A crowd of forty
thousand greeted our appearance.

?2' DUOI UWEEEUI UUI EwPUbw' | wWwUEDPEwPI wpki Ul
the Republic, but to protest against time-servers and swindlers in high pla ces. It was
because of them thatthe Republic wanted protection. He carried the crowd with him.

, UOPET wPEUWEOPOUPT T UwbPOxUI UUI EwlT EVwEEaA
solidity of us Troopers.

21 awlOpPwlT T w, OYI Ol OUwPEUWUI Kb iGafu@Ee D C
time was ripe for us beginning to spread ourselves a bit. We began to look farther
afield.

PEUWOOEET EwbDOUOwWUP O wO O B Vnerd) diucanting locl dl@ady w
been billed and placarded. Hitler rode in front, as usual in his old trench coat and black

YT OOUUUwWl EVBw( OQwi EE0w( wEOOzUwUUxxOUT wi i

EOCOUT T Uwhi wil zZEwOPOI EwPUBd w»OUwal EUUwWI 1 wE

2(Owl0T T w2l xUI OET UwphNIl | Awbl w20OUOw3 UC’)E

?61QOEVUw( wbEUwUE a®adhl uQulkbul lulH U0 uwiOUEBugE | w E

o)

&

meeting in a little inn. Any - how the room was full when we arrived so that things

speak. He turned round to me, and said sofU 0a OQws + OO O0wdUUOw" 6OU

32 A company consisted officially of one hundred men, but not all of these were as yet up to strength.

33 A town about forty mi les south of Munich.
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in here. If anyone starts a racket you scrag him by the collar, and you - to my mate -

UT OYIl wi POWEOOOT wEI 1 POES w&I OwUT T wEOOU WO I
unless 1T DYT wa OUlwUT T wUODx6z

? 61 w E B&ve johh to wait. A heckler soon bobbed up. My mate and |
exchanged looks, but Hitler put up with the yelling and the nuisance for a bit. When

the fellow showed no sign of shutting up, he at last signalled with his hand to me. In

EwOUPEIT wbl zcEaméhd mErEhimEauie ddonuA good one on the backside sent
I DPOwi 0apOTl WEOPOWUT T wUUIT xUb w61 WEPEOz Uwl EY

ITT wi EEwOOwWUEaAawOOwWUT T wi OGEwi 600U wWoOI w3 godauw

? 3 1 BfOddree, was what we was for.

21 U0wUT | wEl Il EPUWEUW* OEUUT wPEUWOOWE wWOUE

EEazwli I OEwUT T Ul OWEWUOUUwWOI whbi 6O6UT BOT wU x w
PUWEOEwWUOwWs EUDPOT wEwIi I b wikzel? loppditundyz ltwas aukré& U

5[5 [5 7 [ [ 5 [ [

NOOI wEEOUUwUT &UThewrgdr datmaial thewhédeFldd 6f the Storm Troops
was to turn out. We was about six hundred strong! It was a Saturday, in the middle of

October. We were to assemble early at the CentralStation and bring along rations for
two days. The band was to march in our van. Hitler turned up well beforehand and

we found a special train awaiting us. The music rang out gaily in the early morning

air, and the people had hung out flags to make a sort of festival of the occasion. We
stopped once or twice during the jou rney to pick up a few more of our comrades from

the more outlying places, and arrived at last eight hundred strong.

HEEEE]E)

231 1T Ul uwPEUWEWETI xUUEUDPOOwWOT wlT | wE @oh,RIBT §

very solemn and proper in frock coats and top hats. But they got the shock of their

OPYI UOw( wEEOwWUI ObwadUowpki 1l OwlUT 1l awUEPwWPRIT
brought along. | was close up to them, there on the platform, and heard what the y said

to him.

261 wOUUUwWI EUOI UUOGawEIT T w agbTheuditydafs iKobuipl U
explicitly forbids these men to march through the streets in rank and file with flags
i 0aPOl Gw( UwbpbOUOEWET wi DT T OawxUOYOEEUDYI wd
2. UUw+1 EEIT U w bidhéd atBhis Eridl Bskdd tbe@planations. What sort
of trouble, the OOWEPE wUT T awl Bx]1 EOy w31 1 AawUEPEwWUT I
in the City over the organisation of the festival and its promoters had had to give a

EEEE

strict guarantee that nothing would be done in the least likely to provoke the
Communists.
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? 6 1 1 Udn bBiexturned sharp round, much to the discomfiture of the deputation,
and gave us the word to move off.

261 wOl wUOT T wt UEw" OOxEOawOEUET I EwUPOWE a
band, and sure enough soon encountered storms of abuse from the crowds enroute.

[

Hitler led and we followed. At the fire station they were ready to turn the hoses on to

U U OwE U U w RattbeltnitiéabriodentUStones, however, began to fly around. Then
thin gs got hotter. The Reds set upon us with iron rods and cudgels. Thatwas going a

bit too far. Hitler swung round, flourished his walking -stick (that was the signal), and
we flung ourselves upon our assailants. We were unarmed save for our fists, but we

put up so good a fight that within fifteen minutes not a Red was left to be seen. So we

arrived finally at the place in the centre of the city where the meeting was to be held.

261 1 OWPUWPEUWOYI Uwkl wi OUOT EwUx wUOWET UE

hall on the outskirts of Koburg where we were to spend the night . On the way the
former racket got up again. Hitler decided once and for all to lay this Red menace here,

and gave us the word of command. We counter-attacked for all we knew. It was jolly

hard work, | can tell you! They rained tiles on us from the roof an d windows and tore
up the cobble stones for missiles. | got a thundering blow on the head which had to be

attended to before | could carry on. | only found out afterwards how serious the

wound w as.

261 wUI EET T EwUT T w2ETLUAT OT E O @iessikgOdd authitd U (

spreading of straw. Hitler turned in amongst us, on the floor like the rest. But first he
set the watches, and arranged for patrols. He came in quite the old soldier over this,

anxious to provide against possible surprise.

? ( w P E Ued, Rviththeofher man, for patrol work. Our watch begun at 2 a.m.

We cast around a bit at some distance from the hall and found ourselves creeping
through a spinney in its neighbourhood. We caug ht a glitter - made cautiously in that

direction. Detected two of the enemy with their party -masks off. One of them had a

revolver in his belt, the other carried hand -grenades.

2s20wll T azEwlUawlUl EVWEPUUAwWUUDPEOOZtw w

that whole barnful of sleeping men being suddenly blown s ky-high into the night. At
a concerted signal my comrade and | flung ourselves upon the pair, and for the next

few seconds there was a berserker struggle in the underbush. We got them under, and

unarmed them. We tied them up good and tight, and went throug h their pockets.
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into quarters. | could hardly stand, myself; the blood was pouring from the wound in

5[] (o

my head, and blinding my eyes. | turned the precious pair over to Hitle r and showed
him the bombs.

2' T woOOO0l EwUT OAawEUwWUT EUOWEUUWOEET woo
captives to be taken to a room at the back, beckoned to a hefty couple of our chaps,

furnis hed them with a stout stick apiece, and signed to them to get busy within. Some

5|=|EE]

o)

time afterwards the two would be bomb throwers were seen to leave our camp, very

UL

OUET WUEEE] VWEGEWY] UawoOUET wppUl Uwol 66w ( |G o

walloping and ba sting they got that night to the last day of their lives.

(4]
(4]

? . (he Sunday morning we all took an oath of fidelity to the Cause, and then

marched off to have a look at the Castle Koburg.

2,1 EOPT POl wPUWEEOI wUOOw' PUOI Uz Uw i Fteythew U

staged in the market-place that afternoon. The Reds weae calling in supports from the

outlying villages, and these men were rolling up by the lorryful. There might be ten
Ul OUUEOE wOi wUI 1 OOwWEOUOT 1 Ul 1 UOwEaAawUPOwWOZ E

24 0EI1 Ul UUI E wE a uat/dnde deditied to dateBHe 3dukl The decisive

blow, it seemed, had not yet been struck by which the Red domination here was to be

broken. At twelve we were again on the move, marching back to the market -place. But
the upshot was ludicrous. Instead of the crowd we had been led to expect, we

encountered no more than a hundred people at the most, and these, too, melted away

into doorways and down convenient turnings at our approach. Here and there a knot
of fellows who had come into Koburg from the country, and had not so far had a taste

of our mettle, put up a bi t of a fight, but we soon scattered them. We betook ourselves

to the meeting-hall of the previous day, and stayed there until the time came to leave
the town.

2371 OwEw@UI 1 UwUT b Olisiiingabout, odibt Bri watihgushenU w E

what should show up in the entrance but a trickle of chaps coming in, by ones and

UPOUOwWOUwWxT Ul ExUWEwWODUUOT wi UOUx wEUWEwWUDO
and bandaged. They were our erstwhile enemies. At first they hesitated about putting

their noses insidi wUT 1T WEOOUOWEUUOwWUT 1 Owodl woi wii i Od

you fellows -PT EUzZ UWEOOwWUT I wOUOUEOI wEEOUUYy w8 OU

22001 001 WUEDEOw3 60 @aWEPEBOWOI wlOl EVwWEIT I OU

?2s61 O0OOw Ul ds yaur U ExOE wab ldgainst the working man; as you
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circulated to such purpose among our opponents that few of them knew well what
they were doing. Money had been spent, too, and word had gone round that if anyone
defaulted he was to be done in on the spot.

? Oal Opwpkl wi OUWUEOODOT 6 wnedug.iWe BIO GO |
out to explain things and make them see what we were standing for. Lots of them felt
like joining us. By evening, when we were to march off again to the station, quite a few
came along too. It was a bit of a triumph, that. The whole town seemed to breathe more
freely; people cheered us and flowers was thrown.

' UUWEUOwWUT 1 wUUEUDPOOOWEOUT OUTT wUOT 1 wlOUE
EOPOT w3l 1 Ul wpbArve pridhard.OThid vias &8nbther snag. So Hitler
threatened the officials that his men would capture every Red in the p lace. If the worst
came to the worst, one of his troopers could drive the train to Munich, but in every
coach one of the prisoners must travel with it. If the whole thing went smash, at least
thesewould be involved in the catastrophe. He would have been a s good as his word,
too, if just then anengine-EUD YT Uwl EEOz OWEOOT wi OUPEUE wE

23T EUWPEUWUT T w* OEUUT wEI I EPUGS

2 UwUlTT wUPOT whl OUwOOwPkPl wUOUI EwUOwWT EYI
Mun ich. Sometimes Hitler would turn up with some of his Troop ers at the House of
Gall used by us men from the East Station quarter. | remember once | put him a
Ul UUPOOWEEOUUwWUT T waOPOOUGwWws6T EVUWEUT whl
BUEE] w4 ODODUEws6 OUOE Oz Uwb U WE T wE wi @EEwéy
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perforce be, par excellengean international organisation; what we want is to form a
united Front of German OEE OUUS z

23711 GOwWOdW) EAUEUa wl WO firé RemypDay cdthetMovaiano | ]

About one thousand Troopers assembled on the Marsfeld, together with at least four
thousand members of the Party.
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numbers of the Storm Troops, so tha now again the units were reorganised. Hitler
designed and gave us our standards; Munich got two of these, Landshut got a third,
and Nuremberg the fourth. A month or two later, in the spring, the f amous war-time
ace, Captain Goering, wasappointed to the leadership of the whole body.

P(Owl0l T w2l xUIl OET UwOi wlOT EVwal EUOw21 EEQ

National Socialist Troopers found ourselves there in company with three or four other

- 97 -

5]

G
G
G
(6]

5]

5]

5]

EEEEEE T EEEEEE O EEEEE e EEEEE o)

@

2B EEEE e e e e e e el el e e




2EEzzEEEEEEEEEREEEEREEE
o]
similar OUT EOPUEUDPOOUOwWUT | QAW DET wQUW MIOEWI . CH 1T IEIEOQ"~
s6EI T 1 OUPOT OZwEI UUPOI EwlUOwxOEaAawEwWOOO! Oy U
winter.36 1 wi OUWEwUx 01 OEPEwPI OEOOI wbOw- UUI OEI l@ Ow
as yet at home. The elebrations were to take place in the Herkules Saal. There were E
OYT Uwi BT T UOwUT OUUEOEwW , LOETT OT UUwWUT T UI whru O
1 OUT UUPEUOB w- UUI OET UT wi EEOCzUwI BRx1 EUI EwEGET b
heartened by the whole thing. The Nurembergers have stuck to him through th ick and E
thin ever since, so much so that when this same anniversary came round again in 1933
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35 OUIl wPhPOOWET WUEPEWEEOU OwWUT 1T Ul WwEOEDP]I UwOEUT UBd w311 E [E>)
ofex-Ul UYDPET woOiI B8 w311 OwO0i 1 Ul whi Ul wOT T w?280U01T w&i UOE UE
Friedrich 6 1 E1 UOw0 il @EN OBPE O U?2 wE OE dedtihéditoitdednith (@hdhe merget in) l@
or against the National Socialists in the course of the next few dramatic months.
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CHAPRPTER 8

HERR DREXLER CONTINUES HIS‘'STORY

that of the apparent ruin of all their hopes, in November, 1923, an

enormous amount of spade work had been accomplished. Adolf Hitler,

without home and ties of any sort, gave himself body and soul to the
nascent movement. He lived for it alone: had no other thought. It was quickly
perceived by Anton Drexler and his five original companions that Hitler was the only
man among them with the fo rce and drive and will to bring this thing into the open
and to make of it a nation-wide affair. The whole direction of the infant Party was soon
to be confided, with the utmost enthusiasm and unanimity, to his hands alone.

F romthedate Of w EOOI w' PUOI Uz UwNODPODPOT wUl

" DUOI Uz UwE OO O lugt Whatihie audiénte& wes ¥dorEtouddmprehend,
that with him this Movement meant action and not merely talk. This man, with his gift
of apt and ready political speech, could conceivably have won for himself a suffic ient
position with one or other of the b ig established factions; as it was he devoted all his
time and strength and powers to the promotion of one of the obscurest efforts to find
a way out of the despair and confusion of the time. From the date of his fir st taking
over entire conduct of the pro paganda, January 5th, 1920, the Party took to itself a more
comprehensive name. Since Germany owed the sad plight in which she found herself
to the un-Socialistic Nationalists, and to the anti-National Socialists, so it must be
through the programme of a properly conceived National Socialism that she must be
rehabilitated.

It has been the endeavour of a great many writers to make these distinctions
intelligible and significant to foreign students of German politics. Whether or not they
I EYl WUUEEIT T El EwOEA WE] wOx] OwUOw@UI U0UDPOOG
to essay the attempt again. Suffice it in this place and in this connection to say that the
revolution of thought and programme indicated by this ne w juxtaposition of o Id
political labels, was abundantly plain to the man -in-the-street in Germany in 1920. It
PEUwWOOUwWOOOawx OEPOwWwUOwWI POOWEUUwWUT T wEOOE
peculiarly apt, that none other would have captured public att ention so sharply.

The programme of the party was epitomised under some twenty -five headings,
the very first of which, of course, pledged it to loud and insistent repudiation of the
Ul UOUwWOT wUT 1T w51 UUEDOOI Uw3 Ul EUa 6 wwould be &0 w
postulate some adequate explanation of it, and an adequate explanation would entalil
a book in itself. The writer rather proposes to confine himself to the story of how
Drexler and Hitler put their heads together to draw up this momentous docum ent,
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and how it was received by the public in the great gathering of February 24th, 1920, in l@
Ul 1T w O EUAUT EUUUEEOG
[y
?' DUOI UWEOEwW( wi EEWEI | Owl EOOI UDPOT wi EUE EOU
EOOUPOUI Uw' 1 UUw#UI BROT UOwW? EVO W1 iuibfﬂiuﬂ'wﬁj@@iuﬂlﬁ IEE
It was Herr Harrer who had doubted, at first, if this new associate, Hitler, could E
really address and hold an audience. At this point he retires from the chairmanship.
Hitler and Drexler were all for bold measures. We had all long decid | EOw? UT | w IEJ Ol
goeUwO 00?2 wUT ECwPIi wkI1 wE geopFve mighthdie B AttedctBiotblaul E Ul
the number. Events seemed to have proved that our audiences were steadily
augmenting. E
261 wOUI EwOOwWOIT 1 UOowil 1 wEOGEwW( Owili (‘Jbium(“)iljw.'ﬁjlijl
up OOWOOT WOz EOOEOWPOWOT | wOOU6D6T wpOUODOT wFD w
EOOI wi YI Owdi U1 601 UOWEUUwW( wOPYI EwUOO] whEaA EJUL
EOPEAUWEI I OUEwWUT 1T wOUEOQwIi EUI 6 w6 1 z & antl griodu U p O |
right on until my wife called us to table for supper. She had to call more than once, E
UOOOwW( wEEQwWUT OOwadUnw6i zEwUT OYIT wOUUwPUDU ET w
T DPUOWUUT EWUOWEOPOEwWOOwW' PUOIT Uz UVQEXEA 1T GuwaIG A Ol
S EUI wEOOwWi 1 zEwl O0wpD Ui wi Idbidwas dnlpthréethers and E ¢ EJ' E
always a prime favourite. E
]
?2(wl EEWEOUI EEawbPUDPBUI OBREwEBOK 'l'J(DuL“J'U‘uJEuE&'J‘OIE wE
61 ECwWEUI wmbadueBdbitGatione aliour meetings. A lady had been so struck
with it that she volunteered three hundred marks, then and there, to have it printed. E
Hen Gott. What a joy that was! We sold copies at ten Pfennig® each, so that more cash E
might be raised for more pamphlets and more printing. We got what we could out of
our members for the same purpose. E
P(UwPEUWEEOUUWUI BUwUDOI w'-t&>hétrgattanDieiddh w U EOO
Eckart. Eckart and Hitler both spoke at the last meeting we held in the Deutscher Reich, E
when the people were padked like herrings in a box. E
24xw0POOWOOPWOI | w/ Ui V0w EEWOEO] Owop 00 |[[huo
to ridicule. This made Hitler all the more keen about coming right out into the open E
EQEWEODOT wUOOI Ul pOT u EUIAEIU EERIIDQSESE Guou Sx608E00 & !
people There were at least a couple of hundred tables in it That was the sort of hall we E
wanted. And next - well-known man to speak. A Dr. Johannes Dingfeldei had written E
a striking article lately, inthe , L OET 1 GuingDuwEIEBDOI Ews 6 EUwUOUJEIPD U
need). He had quite good things to say about usury and profiteering and all that, and E
]
36 Roughly 1d. lﬂ
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people had been struck by it. So we invited this man on to our platform for that night,
to open the proceedings.

2111 OUl T ErCadOlunadbadred hard to draw up our official Party
programme. He turned up at my place one evening armed with a sheaf of manuscript
POwbPT PET wil zEwWUOUTT QawUOl UET T EwbUwOUUB wo
condensing it, and making it as shot EOE wx DUl a wEUwPkPIi wEOUOES
long-winded, and yet it was all -important to get every point clear and comprehensive
and exact. We cracked our brains over it, | can tell you! It was all hours in the morning
before we got the thing into fin al shape. It consisted then of twenty-five headings.

EOOI w PUOT UwUxUEOT wUxOwki 1 OQwbil zEwUIl EOOa
my nose.

?2s. OEWEOanwUl T Ul wxOPOUUwWOI wOUUUWEUIT wi
6 DUUI OEI Ul nz

? 6 1 OnOead it looked like it! When the great evening came, and Dr. Dingfelder
had finished his address, Hitler got up to speak. So far all had been quiet. No one had
been rubbed up the wrong way, and the Communists in the audience had made no
sign.

? ' B U O arJquité kirhply, without particular emphasis. He just outlined the
history of the past ten years or so, came to the War, and then got into his stride over
the Revolution. His manner altered; passion crept into voice, look, gesture. And now
opposition awoke . Cries came from all parts of the hall. The story of what happened is
well known. The yells waxed to a storm. The beer mugs began to fly. There was soon
a ding-dong battle in full swing. When at length our SaatSchutzmanaged to restore
order, Hitler just went on as if no interruption had occurred. At last he came to the
outlining of our Party objects.

2/ OPOUwWi OUwxOPOUwWI T whpl O0wWUT UOUT T wUOT T w
he went along. He never passed from one head to another without demanding of the
audience if they fully understood and if they fully agreed. And every time a storm of
EUUI OUwUI xOPl EowUpPOwWwUT OUUEOGEwWUT UOEUUWEU
high. Enthusiasm waxed from minute to minute. The great hall was half -wild with joy.
People who had suffered so much and so long felt that at last they could lift their heads
again and draw breath, and trust that the unbelievable had come to pass, a man had
arrived who couldand would lead them out of the Swamp of Despair!

? Uwi OHB UBO Qiwt DOUT Of OwPUwbPEUwWI 1 Ul wbOuw
ITwUl EIl Y] Ewl BUw, EOCEEUI &
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propagandists were let loose on Munich. The seed had fallen on good ground. Never
had Hider been so happy in his life!

?2%UO00wUTl PUwxODOUwWwOOwPIT wil OEwOI 1 UPOT Uw
meetings galore! The opposition in Republican Germany had never dared so much

before. Every week one or two meetings were held in this, that or the other of the

bigger halls in Munich. People swarmed into the Party. 3 The time came when its
headquarters could be moved into three decently furnished rooms in the

Corneliusstrasse, but far more significantly and far more importantly, the time came

when the Movement could begin publishing a newspaper.

2311 Ul wpbEU ingaalleEthel5HudIO® U E T 1 UddichiwasEdE &le.Ut1 U
represented the affairs and interests of the man in the street, and had hitherto been

supported by various popular societies and clubs. In December, 1921, Dietrich Eckart

and | busied ourselves tOw Ul | wbi wpl wEOUOEOzZ UwEUVUaAwWUT |

DT 1

enormous pull for the Party to have its own press. We brought off the deal, and the
Beobachteras our paper, began with a birweekly appearance. But by the turn of the

year we were in a position to make a daily of it, and it has been of the greatest service
to us all along, right down to the present day.

?2' DUOT UwOI ROWET UPT Ol Ew0T 1 w/ EVUDAwWI OET &
brought to b ear upon that. We wanted something red enough to out-Herod Herod, i.e.

w k

to challenge and outdo the Reds on their own red ground, and get something quite

different. A black -white -red flag still existed which denoted little but the vain hope of
re-establishing the pre-War German Monarchy. Our flag was to embody not a

reactionary aspiration, but a counter-revolutionary one. Hitler was well used to

designing posters for us; at last he achieved our flag. He kept the colours blackwhite -
red, because Germany had faught under the black, white and red in the War. The red

ground stood for Socialism, the white inset for Nationalism, and the swastika 38 for

racial purity and creative work.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE )

2371 w/ EUVUAWPEUWET OPT T Ul EwbpBDUT wUT 1T wi OE1T

E (

5]

AsUDOT whpl OUwOOw EOOI w' PUOI Uz Wnde Gy yad E

1922 the Party had made such great progress in Munich, and indeed through- out
Bavaria, that it began to be heard of in Germany at large. The Leader was kept

incessantly busy addressing mass meetings in one city after another. Everywhere he

37 In Germany to belong to the National Socialist Party did not merely mean that this party represented

001l zUwOPEERDOBRDODPOOUWEOGEWUOT T UI I OUI WEUUUEEUT EwoO

Uuw

registered with a number as an active working member of the Party.

38 Nordic Sign of the Sun.
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became immensely popular. Important men in foreign countries turned their eyes

upon him. The National Socialist Party, however, still ranked merely as one of a perfect
legion of political groups.

From the date of the French Occupation of the Ruhr in January, 1923, onwards,
Germany may be said to have touched bottom. Perhaps it has never been fully and

vividly enough realised in England how this Occupation, apart from Reparations, and

every other crushing thing in the Versailles Treaty, really broke the German people.
What the invasion of Belgium was to the Belgians in 1914 was the invasion of the Ruhr

EEEEEEEO

to Germany -EOE wUT I wOEUUI UwUOOOwx OEE]l wbOw? x| EE

The Hitler Movement was not yet far flun g enough or powerful enough to cope

with this national sha me and misery, but a small body of desperate men, already
POUxPUI EwEawUi |l w, UOPET wPEI EOQwlT EYT wUT 1O

(derailing the trains transporting coal to France), in the R uhrgebiet, which sooner or

later cost them their lives. An outstanding name in this connection is that of Schlageter

2 e N A~ s

says an English writer, Mr. Geoffrey Moss (I Look to the 2 UEUUAOQuw? Ol x U
Germany alive when all seemed loU U 8 »

(UwPEUWEUwWUT PUwWwUPOT wUOT ECw? UT 4 nev WordEnJ w

| EE

human history - Ul EET T Ew PUUwW Ex1 B3> w 3T DU OumiBddd U £
Englishman, Sir Philip Gibbs (in The " UOUU WOl w/ 1 EET OQOwx 8 whit A A

industrial nation in Europe lurched into bankruptcy and lived through a nightmare in

which many went mad. Money meant nothing but astronomical figures printed on a
bit of paper. Trade came to a standstill in great cities. The wheels of industry ceased to

turn. Armies of unemployed men stood outside deserted factories where no chimneys

UOOOTI Ew3T 1 Ul wPEUWEOQuwI xPEI OPEwOi wUUDPEDEI
life. Despair crept into the soul of the natio ® 8 »

As we have shown, the Great War cannot be sad to have ended for Germany
when it ceased for the Allies, in November, 1918. The very vitals of the nation were

being internally torn and ravaged for years after that. There was an effort made to tear

Z N o~ o =

again in the streets of their own German cities. Every centrifugal force in a country

only welded together after 1870-71, reasserted itself, and threatened to break up

I B U O E Unpedig treation.

23T 1T wpDPOUI UwoOi WwuNI OwwBOAODPOOW? PEUWE wl
breaking out everywhere; tragedy was piled on tragedy. Pressure was being put upon

Germany from Paris and from London to pay her impossible reparations.

GIE)

| 5|

DY |
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?Daring more than he had ever dared before, Hitler chose the Zirkus Krone in

5[5 (o

Munich for a gigantic protest meeting. This place could accommodate an audience of
six thousand. At first it looked as if the thing would be a spectacular fiasco. The

weather was inclement to the last degree. People would never wrn out en masse

UT UOUTT wUOOWOUET wUOI 1 OWEOCEwWUOOPLw. bPOT Ouwli
moment publicity campaign, the opposite result was achieved. The Zirkus Krone was

filled to the doors. Hitler spoke for two and a half hours and was received with

tumultuous acclaim.

2(UOwPEUwWPOwWUT 1T w) UOAWEOEwW UT UU0wOI wOi pU

Party. As now its sole responsible Leader we had got rid of the slow and clumsy
method of submitting our decisions to the consideration of a voting Committee. It was

ever so much more practical to turn affairs over to departmental chiefs directly
responsible to the Leader. We found we could get on in this way far more quickly, and

do better work. You never could quite reckon on a majority in Committee, and

altogether the new system was vastly superior to the old. Hitler was always anxious
to make individuality tell. He had long ago studied the parliamentary way of

conducting affairs, and was now gl ad to throw it overboard in t he Movement.3°

2(Owll 1 wUxUDOT wOI whuNI + w( OQwxl UUOOEOOaO

at the works made up their minds to take it out of me pretty thoroughly. They were

Marxists - inveterate haters of us National Socialists. One day one of them attacked me
in the shops with a shovel. | was knocked senseless and all but killed. | was in hospital

for weeks after that, and then spent from May to July in a sanatorium on the

Obersalzberg, near Berchtesgaden. Hitler oftencame to see me there. Thisyeally, is
how he got to know the Obersalzberg. He loved it from the first, and when things

developed still further he rented and later on bought a little house #° near there, in the

Bavarian Alps, as a sort of refuge and restplace.

39 That Hitler builds all o n personal (and national) individuality may strike the reader as an
Il RUUEOUEPOEUVUAWEUUI UUPOOB W/ 1 OxOl wOUUUPET w&il UOEOa w

EEOYI WEOOQwWOUT T UUwOPOl OawUOWEDPUEx x| EUw D @ und verage O (
German under the Hitler r egime to be cut strictly to pattern, soul, mind, clothes, and body. But this is

not the case. By individuality Hitler means something the reverse of mass. He does not want things

done by committees, by majorities, by groups of people no single one of whom can be held personally
responsible for what is done. He wants the capable individual, and the individual alone, to emerge in

parliamentary method, to be the antithesis of individualism. He wants the Nation itself to produce the

one responsible individual at its head. He wants the individual home rather than the block tenement;
he wants the individual shop rather than th e departmental store. Under a Dictatorship, perhaps,

individuality is impossible. But Hitler is a Leader, not a Dictator.

40 Now the famous Berghof, to be described later.
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23T POT UwbOwkwBOBPwEPUWI UEUI wxEUUwWPOwWUT
Schlageter in Dusseldorf, and the French were still in the Ruhr. The inflation was at its
T DT T UO6w/ 1 OxOl wpkpl Ul wi EEDOT wuUUDPOwWI Yi UaPpi
putting their heads into the gas oven every day. Adolf Hitler, with practically over a
third of Munich behind him, could stand it no longer. There was talk of cutting
Germany in two, so as to have an agricultural South and an industrial North - the knell
had struck for the National Socialist Party to make a bid for power and to stem this
UPEI wOi wOEUPOOEOQWUUPEDPETI wEOEWEI UXxEDUNR-?

?' EEWDUWUUEEI | El EO? WEEE]I EW%UEUW2ET pPI a
Putschof November 9th, 1923, when relating her own versD OO wOi wUOT 1 Ultwl
succeeded not only Bavaria, but all Germany would have been saved; as it was we had
EOOUT T UwUl OQwal EUULwUOwWPEDPUGB 2
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CHAPTER 9
PADOH# (AT W H3wH# T Mwé& 2 (%4

59 O0PUET I Usia'mbrldbEntaiyladiivitigs. At one minute he is to

S turmabteilung & U U x x I O #2LJbsepdh UBertitold, Editor of the

be found in his office, at the next in the City Council (he is a Councillor

of Munich); every Ministry knows him; he is to be met with in every hole and corner

of the city. But he never has a moment to waste. One is supposed to catch him in his
own office between 11 a.m.and 12 noon, but so many people are awaiting him then,

only the half of them can expect a hasty interview.

He was good enough indeed to receive Ol wEUwil O1 YI OwbOzEOQOD

printing works, Schellingstrasse 39, where all was in full blast turningo U U wUO T T wx
daily edition of about 300,000 copies.

| sentin my name, and was requested to wait a moment or two. | glanced through
the windo w across a yard at the printing house where gigantic machines could be seen

stamping and pounding at top speed, setting the whole place humming. Everything

over here, too, was in a perfect fever of work, messengers rushing hither and thither,

A 2 N A X ~ A

OEET POl UWEOEEODPOT 6 wE wdiulwi! @TUIEU WEOE lwWbI O

turn had come.

| found myself ushered into a fair -sized room in the middle of which was planted
an enormous writing -table. There were others round about. Huge fireproof cupboards

lined the walls. Herr Berchtold was bending over a paper as | entered, doing busy

things with a big blue pencil, but he looked up at once, extended his hand, and
indicated a seat.

| got this impression instantly - no sedentary individual, Herr Berchtold, and no
one bound down by red tape. A practical man; agile and decisive both in mind and

body. Full of temperament, but no neuropath.

s 3 A N~ o~
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42 General of Storm Troops.

43 Uprising.
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of the sort. It was a perfectly logical and necessary outcome of all that had gone before.

5[5 (o

We National Socialists knew well enough that some such gesture was bound to come;
PT ECwPl wEPEOZ UwOOOPOWEOGE wWPT EVwP I whelbétray@lz U

Ul

of the whole thing by sheer reactionary cowardice.

A e s oAz

EOOUI O0woOauUl Of wpDPUT wEwOI Ul wUOI UET wOi wkl B

present. | had beenattE EUT EwO0OwUT T ws#1 UOUETT w UEI DU
so much for itself as on account of this Adolf Hitler. To hear him was to be convince d

UTEQwl T wi EEwWl O0wWIl OCEWO! wUOT 1 wubpT T Uwi BEwWOI
who believed theOQOW EOa wUUTl WEOUOEWET wWwOEET woOi wUOi 1

message? He appealed to reason when nobody else had hope of things being

reasonable ary more. He took his stand on re-establishing order in Germany, since
without it the whole country trembled on the brink of final collapse and ruin.

EEE G5 E[E]E

2(wi T O0wUi E0wOOw/ EVUVAWEOUOEWEET PI YI wU

political Party as for a sort of superman. Only he could set himself to such a task who
possessed a strong hand, greatliecisive power and an incorruptible purpose. The last

guality seemed to be remarkable for its absence in all parties at that time.

GIEE]

2 Uwi OUwoldl Ow( woObu®iowdP Owdi EwBwl UOI EO
convinced adherent. | resolved to follow this man OOWOE U UI Uwbi PUT T U
UxzwbbPUT wOTlT T w/ EV0AwPOwW) EOUEVUAOWHNI Y6w Uw

wE

a passive member, but an energisingone. From this it follows | was pretty well mixed

up with all the frays and conflicts in the b eer halls and the streets which marked the
rise of National Socialism - particularly did | lend a hand on the famous occasion of

UTT w! ECUOT woOi wwaslona'oféhe GuardidtHanight. Ve aidiabout us as

we did, simply because our opponents left us no choice. It may seem pretty brutal to
have to defend ideas with beer mugs and broken chair legs, but necessity knows no

OEPS w6l whi Ul Oz Uwx UtOdn respoddible tove Offighting, Gut to

gain a hearing for our Leader.

231 1 Wékitdrise, as you know, from all this. By the spring of 1923 it already
amounted to a respectable number of men. Among these, however, were many who,

despite all the goodwill in the world, were not fitted for the rougher work for which

the Abteilung was constantly called upon. So it gradually became necessary to form a
small body of specially picked men on whom the most absolute dependence could be

placed. They had to be ready to deal with the worst elements of the underworld under

all and instant circums tances. Such a detachment was organised in May, 1923. It went
EawUOl 1T wOEOI woi ws*2B0 AR lxUQEE Uil TuQg+ 1 EE

7 U

44 Sturm Abteilung - Storm Troopers.

45 Hitler - Shock Troops.
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Later these men were commanded by Captain Goering. One of the units was placed

UOCET UwOIl 8 w( OwE uny temiurbakchedXll gampahyGstrength of 20 men.
For the most part they were all old Front -line soldiers, thoroughly dependable men.

237 1 w2 UOU O w3 e @oredguey whtelJgraefUandfrey cloth caps, like
the former Austrian Infantry. The uniform of the Shock Troops was the old field grey

uniform of the War; with the addition of high black boots or gaiters, and a black cloth

EExwPBDUT wE wUb OdchlaWed roukdU Oug showiddr &rEps exhibited the
D ODP UDE OU utssne bad uartnbhdds with zhe hooked cross in red. On special

EEEEEEEO

occasions ofdanger, Pl wil BRET EOT I EWOUUWEExwi OUWEWT I

swastika upon it.

23T 1T w27 OEOw 3 UOLed fduspekidly dari§drdudwork at specially
dangerous places. Whenever the S.A. wenton the march we led the van, or followed

up the rear. We were put through continuous courses of training especially with a view

to street fighting and fighting in assemb ly rooms. When, on our National Socialist

expeditions, the spitting or stone -throwing of the onlookers (the Reds) waxed beyond
a joke, | blew my whistle, and in no time at all the Shock Troops had cleared the streets.

Their efficiency and discipline soon w on the admiration of the populace. After a while
the enemy learnt to let us alone: only those who had not yet had a taste of our quality

still ventured to dispute our passage.

2' PUOCT Uwil EEwWI PUwoOPOwWOIl UT OEwdI wEUUEET E

would appear unannounced in our quarters, here in these offices in the

Schellingstrasse, ona drill night, and after a word or two with me he would address
U7l 1T wOl OwbOwUT 1 wOOUUWEOOUEEI OawbpEawxOUUDE

so much like an officcU WEU wODP Ol wEwi UPI OES w' | whOUOE WL

him squarely in the eyes. It was this glance, more than anything, which made every
UUOOx1 Uw' PUOI Uz UwOEOwWUOwWUT 1 wET EUT n

21 awli 1 wi PUCOwWPI T OwbOw- OYI OET UOwhNuld O

not go on as they were; something was bound to happen. Dr. von Kahr, the head of

ti T w! EYEUPEOwW&OYI UOOI OUOwi pOUI O wEl EOEUI E
knew that something decisive, something spectacular, had to be done. And yet he

T VOEBEHwW EZ EWEOEwWI 1 UPUEUI ESdw' PET UwUEP wx OE

all destined to be dashed, and wasted, if things were to be allowed to drag on
PDOET I POPUI QawlUOwlOOwxUUxOUI wEOCEwWOOwWI OEG »

It would be as well, perhaps, at this point to interruptH T UUw! | UET UOOE
briefly to epitomise the state of affairs in Bavaria and in Munich at this crisis.

D1

~

46 Stross Trupp Hitler.
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The National Socialists under Adolf Hitler in Munich - and by now in many other

cities of Bavaria - were not alone in their distrust of President Ebert, Chancellor
Stresemann, and the other Republican authorities in Berlin, under wh om the whole

country had come to so deplorable a pass. Many other patriotic associations were

UEDPUDOT wUOT 1 wEUaow?2#0pOwkpbUT w$EI UUNR wetsdlb O
clean away from the Republic, and showed herself generally ready for some decisive

action should the word be spoken.
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Lieut. -Colonel Kriebel.

The Presiding Bavarian Minister, von Knilling, looked wit h distrust upon this

YI UAwWEOOUDPEIT UEEOI wEUT O1 OUE UD O CGedilerr wod Kdhnu /
an out and out Monarchist, as General State Commissary to watch over and control

a Z

events. This was on the 26th of September. Herr von Kahr had more thanonce been

obliged to give way to the feeling of the people which was veering more and more
towards National Socialism. And ever more and more was he drifting towards an open

rift with Berlin where Communism was getting the upper hand.

On the 29th of Septenber von Kahr withdrew the State of Bavaria from the

control and from the protection o f Berlin. The step met with general approval in

Bavaria and also with that of the National Socialist Party. Dr. von Kahr, indeed, hated
the Republic, and would like to ha ve seen the Wittelsbachs, the Bavarian royal house,

restored. He had been given dictatorial powers, and at once took steps and gave orders

in Munich which meant open revolt against the Central Berlin Government. The
Bavarian railways were withdrawn from ce ntral control, and the Bavarian Reichswehr

under General von Lossow took oath of allegiance to the Bavarian State rather than to

the Republic.

This last step was occasioned by the following sequence of events:

In the middle of October an article appeared in the National Socialist organ, the

59 OODPUET | Uartitiding Eektdinl maitets concerning the Reichswehr. Where-
upon the publication was suppressed throughout Germany. It continued, however, to

appear in Bavaria without let or hindrance. Present ly, however, von Lossow received

orders to bring Bavaria to heel. He laid them before von Kahr, who set them aside,
declaring that it was his firm determination to weld all national aspirations into one

firm body of political opinion.
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Berlin insisted: von Lossow replied it was impossible to carry out the order. He

gave his chiefs to understand that the Bavarian temper was so exasperated against
Berlin, that the least injudicious move at this moment might precipit ate a crisis. Von

Seeckt, the Commander in- Chief of the Reichswehr in Berlin, was not to be moved;:

Lossow would have been court martialled for insubordination but that he was stoutly
supported by von Kahr and Knilling. The Minister for War retorted by ca shiering him.

Whereupon von Kahr took a decisive step. As already related, he appointed von
Lossow Commander of the Bavarian Reichswehr, and so withdrew the Bavarian forces

from the control of the Republic. Orders came to re-establish constitutional 4" authority

over this body, but they were ignored.

President Ebert in Berlin foresaw a rising. The Reichswehr were furnished with
extraordinary powers to counteract it when it came, although the President was in the

dark as to how the Reichswehr itself might react to the Movement in Bavaria.

Dr. von Kahr had, meanwhile, come closely into contact with Hitler. The latter
understood that the Commissary was fully prepared to take upon himself the

consequences of a break with Berlin. The two menwere fully agreed that this was a
necessary step to take. The pblic tension was waxing even greater and greater.

L) |[653) {1531 53 [ s 5 =) 253y 5 L s 5 =) (1530 ©
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Hitler, von Kahr, von Lossow and Seisser were all persuaded that the Government
there must be overturned.

All waited for von Kahr to appoint the exact moment for action.

He hesitated. Failed to decide. Whereupon Hitler determined to force his hand.

Hitler felt sure Kahr would follow if the lead were given, how ever incapable he were
himself of giving it.

On the evening of NOY T OET UwWUT OwhiNI + OQOwUT T wi i 0T

| EEO2 wbhI PET wxUOwWUT 1T w&l UOEOwW USawodOUUwOoOI W

SEEEEE G

"OOOPUUEUAWEOOYI Ol EwWEOwWI 00 WEMAWWD AT Bu@iuny
of every patriotic association in Bavaria. All the officials of the Bavarian Government

were present, including Colonel Seisser, the Chief of Police and General von Lossow,

the Chief of the Bavarian Reichswehr. Herr von Kahr was to address the Bavarian
x| Ox Ol &

The Republic of 1918 was estabshed by the Constitution of Weimar. This, then,
Hitler decided, was to be his great, his unique and psychological opportunity! With

the utmost expedition he prepared his plan.

47 The Republic of 1918 wasestablished by the Constitution of Weimar.
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1 Ol YI OwOZEOOEOQWOOwWUT I DOOUOCDLOT woOI woOT 1T wwOTi
for the National Revolution.

2, awlOil OwU OO0 0 wE wehriddtddethhf Udeds ine) £hdMeigat Jur final
instructions fr om Captain Goering. | busied myself all day with preparations, and then

at six in the evening assembled the troops, in instant readiness for action in the
SOUEUAUOwWOxxOUDPUI Guw( wwR WE QIOUEBLOEWAEDOOO

UEPEOQws PPOUDBDOYOwlO PUwWUT DOT wi 1l EUDWEOE wU (

OOwoOO!l WEUET I EWEAWUOWOUET WEUWEOWDPOET OQw( wx
UT 1T wEUUOU WO wki Hoing thuus theEo@einmentoltzHlér and Kahr

are united over UT PUOwWUT 1 AwEU] wi 001 wUOOwUIT DwUx wE

hands, and we were ready.

261 WOEUET 1 EwOi | WEDEWUOOOWUXx WEWxOUDPUDOO

YOOuw* ET UgatheningWhsEtdJhe held. It was already crammed to bursting; a
group of police near us could find no standing room within, so hung about outside.
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amazed and unprepared, and burst our way into the entrance. | ordered my men to

cover every window and exit, but pressed on myself with the rest into the hall.

Hitler was already there. Catching sight of us, he at once placed himself & our

head, and led us quickly and quietly right down the main gangway until we reached
the platform. The audience numbered several thousand. It was listening to von Kahr

who was addUT UUDOT wUT 1 OwOOwUIT I wUUENT EOwOI ws 3
Commissary was supported by the Minister President von Knilling, by General von

+OUUOPOwWEaAW" T PI 1T woOi w/ OOPEITl w21 PUUI UOwWw EYQH

2. UUWUUEET OwE x srimifis! EaDded earBtérnativn. Mon Kahr was

struck dumb. People began shouing to know what was the matter. Women fainted;

here and there panic was imminent. Meantime we had mounted the platform, and
Hitler made an attempt to speak. But the excitement was so great he could neither

make himself heard nor understood. So he drew his revolver and a loud report rang

out. He had pointed it upwards, to the ceiling. An instant silence fell in which his voice
could be heard proclaiming the end of the Red regime.
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? ihmediately thereupon he left the platform in urgent speech with Dr. von Ka hr.
This personage, together with von Lossow and Seisser all disappeared with Hitler into

a room at the back.

5|55 (o]

2-0woOO! wbOWUT T wi EOOWOdI pwblT EVwWUT PUWODT

? 2 Ow" EGoétikgsfang into the gap. He made a timely bid for attention and
came forward and soon managed to dominate the uproar in the assembly.

soA S ~ A ~

2s3T PUWPUWEwWOl PuUUEUUWEOUOT T UT T UOzwI I
afresh. No harm is meantto Dr.von Kal Ud w61 WwEOOQwUI UxIl EQwl PO

military or the police - U1 1 a z aur sudé®Owe are only fighting the Jew regime in
1T UODPOB 2z

2371 WwEOOOUOBET O1l OUwxUOYOOl EWEWUUOBUOWOI

the speaker managed to add:

?2s61 £V01 OWUT PUwUUIT xwEI EEUUI wkl zUI WEOOY
head of us here in Bavaria will help us wrench free from Berlin and the Jews. The new

&OYI1I UOOI O0wPDOOwWI OUOwWPUUI Of WUOUOEwW' DUOI U

2( 0w 0T 1T w O1 E O Wbdéndouff&had beBrE Wgently summoned by

telephone. On arrival he declared himsell wi UO0O0a wbOwUadOxEUT awb f

two betook themselves to the three others in the room to the rear, convinced that the
decisive hour had struck. Only Lossow hesitated for an instant. Ludendorff, however,

oA N A AN ~ N

UEEUUI Ul Ewl DU wUE U brewGn yun I0tQvithCu, imanpdiv® Eeydun s 3

T ECEwWUxOO0wPhUOzwi T wOUT T EQOWEQGEWUT T wOUT I UwE
and there to further this business to the utmo st of their power.

2371 O0Owi EVUUI OPOT wEEEOQwWUOwWUIT | wxioetyife@U O

words he related what had passed and declared for the new Government. His

announcement, and the reappearance of his supporters, together with the presence of
General Ludendorff, aroused the utmost enthusiasm. Enormous jubilation broke out;

evi Ua Uil PDOT wOT EVwWi EEWET 1 OWEODOI wWPEUWUBEDODOO

2311 w" OOOPUUEUawEI EOEUI Ewl DOUI Of wPpDOOE
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universaOwWET U001 UOI QU wOi wOUUWET OOYI EWEOUOBOUUa wl

2sDOUUOPO7Z WUEODT wOUUwW' PUOT Uz UwYODPET wE U

establishedin&1 UOEOQa OwOUwUT | wOOU wOi wUOUWET EEnz»

J Wi >

S
61

-114 -

|55 o 1 o o 5 51 L 5o [ [ [ [ 5

EEEEEE T EEEEEE O EEEEE e EEEEE o)

ZiEiEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEEEE

@



=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

2=

=

=

in the event of success. Hitler browbeat them, in that priva te room behind the scenes
Ol wUOT T w! LUTTUEUAUOI 001 UOwi OUwé&l UOEOaz UweE

* % k% %

Although Hitler had grounds, as has been shown, f or believing that Munich and
Bavaria in general would support his E O U x ) the red Btlhe head of the Munich
administration in 1923 were not of heroic cast. They were only to be depended upon

with important Cabinet posts under the new

EEEOUEDOT wOOwx OEOQWEU O W OUwUI 1 w? &l detingHEokew b

regime. All might yet have gone

up and Hitler himself had to get busy over a thousand last - moment arrangements all
over the city, three men, von Kahr, von Lossow and Seisser, wereleft, practically as
xUDUOOI UUOWUOET Uw+UET OEOUI T zUwli ail &

As Herr Berchtold explains:

? ' b (again vited the three of them into that room at the back until he himself
should return thither. The General was on no account to let them go.

237 1 w 2 0 0 psOhad3witiiéawn meanwhile into the garden of the
Burgerbrau, and presently we got orders to go and clear out the offices of the Munich

A s2oA N N A

forced the doors of this place, ransacked the building, and flung all the printed stuff
we could lay hands upon out into the street w here it was promptly burnt. This was

EEOUOwI O1 YI OwOZEOOEOQOWEUwWODT T UB

2311 OWEEOI wEw21 UT1 EQUwWOI w/ OOPET wlOwUI

damage tothe building and its fittings, to which | was quite ready to accede. The officer

cared, probably, no whit for the destruction of the Press; he might even have been

privately delighted. | reassembled my men before the main doors of the premises and
ordered them to wait there until | should return, with a convoy of perhaps twenty

men, from a visit | intende d to pay to the house of the notorious Socialdemocrat Auer.
We drove off thither in an armoured car, but Auer was not at home, and there was
nothing for i t but to return to the Munich Post fall in the rest of the men, and return to
U1 w!'LUTTUEU&AUOI 001 UG

2611 Ow' BUOT UwUI U Gnundte &ctivities @licouet tBelcity D& wad
aghast to find nobody but General Ludendorff awaiting him in the room behin d the
' LUT T UEU&AUOI OOI UGB

?s' OPzUwUT DPUOWSREI OOI OEl yzwi 1l wEl OEOEI
SelUUI Uy 7
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scarcely had midnight str uck when the whole plan was feverishly frustrated. E
]
Instead of going home for a short while, soon to return as General Ludendorff E
supposed, von Kahr, von Lossow and Seisser betook themselves in haste to the E
barracks, and to the Munich Broadcasting Station. E
UwUIIwYIanOOOIOUwDIIOwXOEEEUEUwDIUILE%DC
the hands of the new National Government; Ludendorff, Kahr, Lossow and Seisser are E
PPUT wOUO? wOT T wOEUUWUT UT T wOEOI E whdipatibnirgr@ U | a w
Hitler E O U x w EheydclllEdiGermany and the world to witness that their consent to E
the revolt had beeO WOEUEDPOI EWEUwWUT T wxPUUOOZzZUwxOPOU E
D001 Uwi EEwOl I QwOi 1 wlOi 011 wol OwUOET UwHGFE! ¢
enthusiasm of the foregoing proceedings, they were not as yet fully to be trusted. E
(OUUEOBUOGawWI T WEDYDPOI EwlT 1 wprdUUUOG E’
261 zEwUI YI EOICEWIGDWDW? Bl B WW® T Ew' T UUwW! I UIEA

Ul EQwO0T 1 azEwWET 1 OwxOEOODOT wUOOI wUUET wOOYI
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311 azEwl YI OWETI | OWEOUOUDOT wOOwOUUwWUUxxOU
UT 1 azEwl OUwOOwU O wU I diate auE FuBchand veryth@t® doWithw U |

PUnw3ill awxUEOPUT T EwUT EQwUT T azEWEI T OWEOOU

that had happened an hour or two since.

2' DPUOCT UwbPEUWNUUUDI Pl EwPOwI PUwxUOI OUDBEI

) wi

23T T w200U0O0wW3UVUOOx BWEDPOUVEDLOOEIUT T wi EVUET (

O 1

Pl Ul wNODPOI EwWEaA wWE] UEET O1 OOUUWOT wUOT 1T w! UBE w.
that the whole place looked like a camp.

2. 0w UT 1T w OONoGemBer @thd I weceived orders to occupy Police
Headquarters. The Reichskriegsflagge was already in possession of the Munich Army

Headquarters. When my men and | arrived we found the police fully armed and

prepared to resist us, so avoiding immediate conflict | went o n to the Rathaus. | was
aware that a Session wadn progress. | flung open the doors and, cocking my revolver,
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informed the assembled Councillors, Social Democrats and Communists to a man, that

they must consider themselves under arrest. Alarmed and startl ed, they sprang to their
feet. We shepherded than from the chamber, and the building, and down the wide

flight of steps without.

5|55 (o]

2" T Ul wOT T wUl U0woOil wOéawodl OwUOOOWET EUT I

troopers, was assisted into a truck. Meanwhile enormous crowds had gathered on the

Marienplatz who greet ed the appearance of the Councillors with jeers and insults. As
a matter of fact it was we Storm Troopers who had to defend them from the onslaught

of the people. Otherwise actual fatalities might have occurr ed. It was quite a job getting

them safely loadeE wuD OUOwUT | wOOUUDPI Ubw2Owbkbl wki OUw
whole lot up in the room to the rear from which Ludendorff had released von Kahr

and his companions overnight.

2(OwUxbPUIl woOi wU kdryuvbrA_asaow brid 8eis§etn@dblublecrossed

him, Hitler was by no means eager for the thing to end in a fight.

?' 1 wEl EPET EwOOwWl EUT T Uwi PUWEET T UT O0UwIi U

upon the centre of the city. He could not believe it, in the face of the temper of the
Deople, that the Government would resort to armed resistance.

SO EEEEEEE]E]

221 OUUOCAaWET Ul Uwl O YI OwOZEOOEOWUT -bear&H O
led, behind whom, walking loosely abreast, came Hitler, Ludendorff, Goering and one

or tw o others. Twelve ranks of Shock Troops followed with myself in command; then

came the S A. (Sturm Abteilung, i.e. the ordinary Hitler troops), the United Troops and
hundreds of civilians, workmen, students, all with brassards showing the hooked

cross, by way of a great mass demonstration. The appeal wago be to the streets, to the

people, to Munich. No arms to be used. Everything was to be put to the test of popular
feeling.

21 awll PUwUDOT WEOOWUT 1 WEUDPET I UWEDE wx UEQCQ

mobilised in the night, as a result of von Kahrz UwUUEET OQwEIT I 1 EUDPOQC

seemed to be going well. Patriotic songs welled from a thousand throats. At the
Ludwig Bridge leading over the Isar to the centre part of the city we met with what

might have been our first check.

? wx OOPEI| diedéhdravih @uossthe bridge head. The police themselves

Pl Ul wEUOTI EOQOWEOEwWI 1 001 Ul Ed w61 whil Ul whpbUI PO
UT 1T PUwUDI O1 UB w4 OUPET w&UET OQw' b lldéndagffls with O E
UUOz wpkT 1 Ul Ux O Q@herd aghig, an® Cspranyg forivand at the head of some

ten of my fellows and promptly disarmed them. They were despatched forthwith to

Ul Tl w!' LUT T UEUEUBwWw( wOaUl Of weOOYOal EwUlody 66
made the utmost speed tore-join the column, which forged ahead meanwhile through
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the Marienplatz to the Feldherrnhalle end of the Odeonsplatz. Taking the shortest cut

| sprinted down the Maximilianstrasse to the Max -Joseph Platz, and arrived on the
spot just as the head of the column debouched bdéween the Feldherrnhalle and the

Residenz.

5|55 (o]

P2UEEI OOCawl YI UaUTl POT wUI | Ol EwUOWET wi O00F

2311 azEwWEITUOwWwUDOT POT ws. T w#1 UUDUET OEOQE
lustily joining in, when there came the hideous racket of a machinegun! Next second

all was horror, agony and confusion. The column broke, the crowd dissolved in

wildest panic.

26T EQUwbDOwWUT T whOUOEOQwW( WEUOI EOwl EEwl Ex x1

(0wl 1 OUwUT EVWEVUWUOOOWEUWUT T wi i EBiedi

barred the way. An armoured car was stationed behind them. All along by the
Feldherrnhalle machine-guns were in position. As before, someone rushed forward

Ul OUUPOT 6 ws#0OO0zU0wi PUI Ow+UEITI OEOUI | wEOE W’
murderous v olley from the steps of the Feldherrnhalle. The standard-bearer went
EOPOOQwWUI UPOUUOawpbPOUOETI EOQw' PUOI Uz UwbHOOI E

I DPOwWUOWUT T wi UOUBEWDOWI EOCODPDOT OwUIT YIi Ul Oa wt

people were going down, wr ithing on the ground in agony, dead and dying, whilet he
guns still rattled death and murder into their stampeding midst. It was madness and

slaughter.

2&01 UPOT wWEOEW&UETI wil OOOWEEEOawpPOUOEI E

x1 Ox Ol zUwi 11 U uwird Idawd; b dal | flowedl evexywnBr¥ over the grey

pavement. The whole thing was a ghastly debacle. Shrieks and cries rent the air, and
ever that insane firing went on until one of the strangest things happened of the many

strange things on that day. Ludendor ff, still uninjured, detached himself somehow

from the rout and went forward towards the Odeonsplatz and planked himself bang
before the guns of the police | Nothing happened to him. He never got a scratch. But

presently the firing stopped: no one who saw that will ever forget it or understand
how it came aboU Uwl T wPEUO7z UWUDPEEOI En

P#E4l EWEOEwWUT OEOI EOwOOl wEaAawOO!I wUOT 1T wbp
contrived to get away. Somebody retrieved the flag from the hand of its fallen bearer.

" DUOI Uz UwkE d Eird $oimeéhain)and vitk) €dreaming brakes wrenched the car

to a standstill beside the fallen Leader. Hitler dragged himself to his knees - and then
on to his feet - one arm hung helpless- and was making to get into the car when he

blundered over something i n the way. It was the body of a boy, bleeding and senseless.

i ¢
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the car, and was shoving it up and in just as the chauffeur flung open the door to
receive them, when one of the police sprang forward with his weapon levelled. Hitle r
thrust the boy behind him, to cover him with his own body. Just in the nick of time he
gained the auto which leapt forward in top gear frantically pursued by a great green
and yellow armoured car. Awa y they went, pursued and pursuer, through the

affright ed streets. For one hatUED UD OT wOOOI OUw' PUOI Uz UwWEE
OTT wl i1 OU0wOOwI UEEx]T OWEOQEwWUT T wOUTT Uwki O

a chance to bestow the wounded boyin hospital before he could make for the outskirts
of the city and the open. It was, of course, hopeless for him to try and reach the frontier.
Late in the evening he had to leave the car and fly afoot.

P(WPEUwWDPOwWUT T w. ET OOUx OE Grawd Broké wnhéeroffias U w

hard as | could go, back tothe Burgerbrau where lots of the fellows soon came trooping
in. When most of them seemed to have turned up we released the Councillors from
the room, where they had been shut up all this time, and, loading them again into
trucks, drove them right out of th e city and away into the woods towards Rosenheim.

a far less ruthless purpose. | merely wanted to change an entire suit of clothes with a
couple of them. Each one contributed this, that or the other garment, and got the
corresponding one of mine in return. | n a few moments | had transformed myself from
a Shock trooper into a very passable likeness of the ordinary man in the street.
Thereupon we returned to the cars, and began our journey back to Munich. | dumped
the City Councillors at the first convenient vi llage and left them to shift for themselves.

21 UUOWEUI UUT EwEUwWw( wOOPwWwPEUOW( WEOUOE w

attention. | ventured first to seek out the hospital to which Goering had been take n. |
even saw him. He was in such pain it was all he could do to keep his wits about him,
but he managed to give me some details about the end of the affair. Warrants were out
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for the lot of us, Hitler, Ludendorff, Goering and all of us, especially we of t he Shock
Troops, as the prime delinquents.

? U w E en 6fH4dtthey caught me that same night. But | managed to slip
through their hands, and made off again in the direction of Rosenheim. In Traunstein
they all but had me a second time, but | doubled back and returned to Munich where

llay low foratime. TT I Ul w( wi T EVEwWOT T wi OEwOT wiOi 1 wUU

The Berlin papers arrived boiling over with anger. Hitler and Ludendorff and the
Crown Prince Rupprecht all came in for the reproaches and the accusations of the
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central Government. Von Lossow at the end of that fateful day had telegraphed to

General von Seeckt that thePutschP EUWOD GUDPEEUI Ed w? - OwOOUI

O (

Two days later, at Uffing on the Staffelsee, in the house of a friend, whither he

hadtakenUT | UT 1 OWEOwWOI I PET UwoOIl wUT 1T we&dshouldew/ 60O
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Goering fled to the Tyrol, lying still desperately ill at an Innsbruck clinic, later he

went to ltaly. Esser, Rossbach and others had escaped to Salzburg, thé& g OOD U

Beobachtewas suppressed; the Shock Troops and the S.A. geneally were disbanded
and forbidden; Hitler, Hess, Kriebel and his principal associates were imprisoned in

Landsberg; nothing whatever remained of the National Socialist Party. Everything had
gone down before the treacherous guns on the Odeonsplatz.
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in Munich until the following February (1924), when | managed to get away into
Austria. | kept in touch with Hitler as best | could, and when | heard his sentence

would gladly have giv en myself up for a chance of sharing it with him. But by his own
wish | stuck where | was, in Austria, until such time as | might return without danger.

(wUUEal EwUOUDPOwWhNI + whbT T OQw POEI OEUUT z Uwl 1

so many of us, Goeering included, to retur n to Germany.

2311 wOUUOOOOOwWI OPI YT UOwPEUwWxUI U0awoODUI

) 5 o o o ]

PEUwUUxxUI UUI EQws Yl UEOUI O6z w31 1T wOOOawlT B
to Hitler and his Idea. When the hour struck, months and months afterwards, for the
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Anton Drexler concludes the tale:
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and | made a point of going to see him there at the earlies opportunity. | found h im

sitting like a frozen thing at the barred window of his cell. “¢ He seemed done, almost
broken up over the deaths of those sixteen of our men on the Odeonsplatz. Everything

seemed all to have been in vain, all our work and planning and striving, and stin ting

SEEE
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thinner and thinner, and weaker and whiter, every time. Over a fortnight he carried

on this hunger strike until it was hard to recognise him. The Medical Officer told me it
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what that meant to us! | determined to do my utmost to make him call it off. | went

back into his cell one day determined to succeed if | had to stop there all night. Lord!
how | begged and prayed of him, and talked at him and reasoned with him! I sab E wi 1

z s s oA -

despair. So | nearly fell into despair myself, but a0 wOE U U w ( w U &l Eakhen ticd b

than try to go on without him. | meant it, too! Without Hitler and his Movement
Germany was doomed. That seemed to rouse him, so | kept on. | said if all did seem
to have gone for nothing so far that was no reason why P 1 wi EE Oz U waweU

could to save the country in her bitter need and humiliation. | talked for a solid two
[ OUUUbw OapEaOw( whOOwWi POWUOUOBEWUOOI T OP &

?2%DOEOOCawl I WEUOOI wi PUwi EVVUDWEOEWUI EOGOU
some solid food inside him again, and his old spirit reasserted itself. In fact three

months afterwards he was brought back to Munich to stand his trial with

Ludendorffand von Lossow and Seisser and the rest. Hitler was as full of force and

Ul UOOUUDOOWE U WI Y leldnd he pmateudné of Deugeatiiest spagahes ini
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Hitler was arrested at the country house of one of his friends. He allowed himself

to be taken without resistance, and was at once sent on remand, awaiting trial, to the

Prison-Fortress at Landserg.

The trial began on February 26th, 1924, and lasted for twenty-four days. It was

held in the old Munich Infantry School in the Blutenburgstrasse. There is no need, per -
haps, to tell the story at length again. It has often beentold before. Hitler ma de a

remarkable speech, lasting four and a half hours, in which he set out the aims and

principles of his Movement, and in which he endeavoured to take entire responsibility
for the events of November 8 the and 9th last upon his own shoulders.

The Court was, admittedly, much impressed. The trial was an affair into which
none of the judges felt like putting much heart. Public sympathy was largely with the

accused. Hitler and his nine companions were the heroes of the day! The State
prosecutor had a thankless office. Herr von Kahr was universally execrated as the

Y UEEUWOT wUOT T whpT 001 wei Il EPUB wW! U0wi OUwWUT T wu
#UB8w/ g1 Ol Uwop" T b I-Golardlikiiebet) OdnihandedafitheDRutsdbitfoops,

EQEw#UBw61 E1l UOW" OOOEGET Uw Ol wUT T w?. ET UC
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three months, and three were immediately set at large. General Ludendorff was
acquitted.
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CHAPRTER 10

HITLER!IN\NLAND SBERGt
OBERWACHTMEISTER: 1§\ M EL(H"S'S72:m2 3. 1

Landsberg-am-Lech. Its inhabitants number only a few thousand. It

remains unspoilt to this day, one of the most beautiful survivals of the
Middle Ages in Germany. The houses have preserved their old-world character.
Modern times have failed to make any impression upon Landsberg: the little old town
might have fallen asleep five hundred years ago, and never since waked up.

S ome fifty miles west of Munich lies the small Bavarian town of

It nestles in the little valley of the Lech, an alpine stream, hemmed in on either
hand by steep densely wooded heights. A mediaeval wall still studded with its watch
towers, big and small, wanders over one of the heights, surrounding the town. My
way, however, led me across the stream. | came to the outskirts of Landsberg down by
the river and as | crossed its old wooden bridge | paused to watch the babbling,
foaming waters below, and then caught sight of a great conglomeration of grey -white
buildings to be glimpsed through the trees on the heights before me.

N N
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The whole is an imposing place consisting of a number of separate buildings, all
enclosed within the usual pri son wall. There may be gardens behind those walls, and
even orchards; the situation may be park-like in its peace and verdant beauty;
luxuriant creepers may even do their best to hide the prison walls - but the windows
are all barred. Those within can scarcely take much pleasure in the prospect without,
however fair it may be, for they are deprived o f the greatest boon in the world, their
liberty!

| came to the great nailstudded, iron -shod entrance gates, and pulled the bell.
Whereupon a rattling of keys was to be heard, and steps on the pavement within. The
door groaned on its hinges and opened. A warder in dark blue uniform with chain and
keys at his belt, bade me enter. He had been advised of my coming, and showed me in
without delay.

We crossed a coutyard and entered the Administration Block where | was
UUT T UI EwbOwU O wiité. This gedtleman forchedime ¢t at the instance

49 Ordinary prison and fortress for the detention of political prisoners.
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of the Bavarian Ministry of Justice | was to be given every facility to visit the

Institution, and to see everything | wanted. | requested that | might have as my guide
Chief Warder Franz Hemmrich. This officer had held a position here in Landsberg

since 1920, and was, indeed, in charge of that portion of the fortress in which Adolf

Hitler and his friends were confined after the events of that fateful November 9th, 1923.

For a thumb-nail sketch of Herr Hemmrich - he is a man perhaps at the end of

the thirties. The face and especially the eyes are full of alert activity and energy. One
gets the impression of an officer who has put in a good many years of responsible and

exacting service. He wears a blue wiform with epaulettes, and an official cap.

EEEEEEEEE
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itself. It is, as you can see, fairly modern. It was built in 1909, and originally intended

for none but ordinary convicts. It was planned to accommodate five hundred. Only

S

since 1920 have we had political prisoners hee-@UD U1l wEWEDI I 1 Ul OU w
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course, rank with criminals at all. We had no special accommodation to allot to them,
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Valley was sent here. He had been condemred to death for shooting the Bavarian
Minister President Kurt Eisner, but his sentence was commuted to penal servitude for

OPIi 1 8 wWwHOUWEWOOOT wUPOT wi il whbEUWUT T wOHOHOawodE
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got a student in over some duelling affair, but o nly for a very short stretch.

2#0UDOT wOT 1 wUDOI w' DUOIT U-théwvireehunld Gréedt ahdiid U

trial, - the whole place was thoroughly remodelled in view of eventualities. The large
generally unused rooms were converted into a series of cells and quarters were

arranged for the military warders. Preparations were made, and pre cautions taken, for

the reception of a large number of political prisoners.

EEEEEEEE]
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The wind howled and shrieked round the place and tore at the barred windows. Rain
dashed against the panes as if it would break them. At that time | had a room within

UT 1T wxUPUOOB w( UwbPEUWODPT T UOWEOEW( zEwl 601 wU
an officer going the rounds, or for the ticking when he clocked in.
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a voice without. | jumped into my clothe s with all the speed | could, and hurried to the

office. Herr Oberregierungsrat Leybol d was chief at the time.
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to be prepared for anything. His followers may make a OWE U U1 Ox UwE U wU
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strong detachment of the local Reichswehr had been detailed to take over guard in the

prison. | received the order to get ready a cell for Hitler in the fortress division. Now

the only cell in the place which had an anteroom big enough for the military guard
was already occupied by Count Arco -Valley. So | had to wake him up and transfer

him elsewhere. | was still busy fixing things to rights for a new occu pant when the bell

went which notified me from the gate that the prisoners had arrived.

2(wli EV0OI Ol EWEOPOWUOwWUT ET PYT wOT 1 QOWEOE wl

coming throug h the halls with their shadows flickering and dancing in the darkness
before them. First | recognised the Governor accompanied by the Superintendents of

police, one of whom led a dog on the leash. Between these came Hitler, very upright,
the Iron Cross on his breast. Over his shoulder was slung the grey trench-coat he had

been wearing in the Odeonsplatz. His left arm hung in a sling. Bare headed, white and

worn in the face, he marched thus to the place we had prepared.

2371 wxOOPEI wE OE wU]oh te&itng th&)adIDanduGthyedtaugived O

him a hand with his undressing. H e was just about all in. He refused bite or soup, but
lay down on the cot. Whereupon | too went away after securely locking him in.

The whole place was soon reechoing to military tread. The Reichswehr had
arrived. Helmets and rifles glittered everywhere. A detail was assigned as guard

OUUUPET w' PUOTI Uz UwWE]T OOOWEOSEwWUT T wolOl wdil rUW

yard machineguns had been mounted, and a supply of ammunition was brought up,
and telephonic communication had been made with the barracks. You see, we had a

case of High Treason to deal with.

21 00woOoOUT DPOT wi Exx]1 Ol Edw wil Ul awEEPOWETE
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while the soldiers busied themselves boiling coffee. Presently, however, for the most
part the soldiers were transferred to an upper floor within the building: only a small

guard remained without.

? wi 1 b wE E adddiHitler @dd aofbetaken in to the infirmary. He was in a

bad way, generally, and the injury to his collarbone made no improvement. But he was
allowed to receive visitors, and these came nearly every day - for the most part they

were the members of his Party, and fellow - workers. They came to him for directions

and advice at this low ebb of the tide! One of the greatest pleasures these visits afforded
him was when a friend brought along his dog. The meeting on both sides was touching

to behold.

) W £

w |

EEEEEE T EEEEEE O EEEEE e EEEEE o)

|5 51 5 L [ 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 L [ [ [

E
E
E
E
E
E
E
E
C
C
C
C
C
g
g
g
g
g
g
=

o)



=

el

2EEEEEEEEEEEEEER ) [

5] (O]

The daysEUET T 1 EwEad w3l 1 ws %l UUidoehsinguitfiextodi U

"'PUOI UzUwi UPI OEVUWEOEWEOOUEETI UOwOOI wET Ul
hither. Among others came Anton Drexler and Dietrich Eckart. The latter was

discharged after about ten days on account of his health. He died later from heart

failure, his death being expedited through his arrest and imprisonment.

2. 0wUT T wOOUODPOT woOI wwi EVUVUEUaw! | OEOwWUT I

prison gate to convoy Hitler and his companions for trial in Munich.
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car drove up to the entrance. Out of the car stepped three men, Hitler himself, Lieut. -
Colonel Kriebel and Dr. Weber. Hitler looked more wretched than ever as he once

more crossed the threshold of his well-known cell. In the meantime it had been

refurnished, and now looked a good deal more inviting than it had done previously

on the night of November nth. His cell was No. 7. His neighbour in No. 8 was Li eut.-
Colonel Kriebel, and in No. 9, Dr. Weber.

2311 wEl COGPE®»@PROUUWWEUwWPUwPEUWUT 1 O6 w8 OU

Warder Hemmrich unlocks the door and swings it open. The furnishing consists of no

more than a simple bed, a table, two chars, a cupboard and a bedside table. A glimpse
can be caught of the garden down below out of two high barred windows in the

whitewashed wall.

?-1 BROwWEEaO? wi 1 wxUOUUUT UOwW?UT T wOT UT | wxUB

their particulars taken. When they returned to their cells they found a fourth

unfortunate in the ir company. This was an ex-Reichswehr soldier, who for some crime
or other had a short stretch to serve at Landsberg. He was earning some remission of

sentence by making the mattresses fort 1 wOl PwET OOUwPhOwUT 1 ws %)

for the poor chap, who seemed always hungry and never had any money, and made a
point of sharing food with him properly destined for himself.

?2 woObPUUOI WEOGOOWOI wuUOT Uwl U O Ixpettdd tolstydy i) &
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supposed to get through the time. Hitler and his friends put in a lot of reading.
2001 UPOT UwUT 1T azEWUEOT wEwWUUU O wiHilen U lu Wfifthe U E

birthday - fell just about Easter so that for the first time in its history a really festive

sort of spirit held sway here. An incredible number of letters, telegrams and parcels
arrived for our most important prisoner that morning. Visitor s thronged the gate. His

cd OOwPEUWOUUOI EwPOUOWEwWYIT UDPUEEOI wi 6O6UDPUUZ
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slightest doubt but that it gave Hitler the greatest joy to realise how his followers were

sticking to him through thick and thin.
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Reichswehr man! Hitler turned over all the eatables to him which his friends had
fondly imagined would be acceptable to himself. Thesoldier performed prodigies of

valour in accounting for the lot.
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and during June the number rose to thirty-UP O8 w3 T 1 ws %l UOUOT z w

despite the fact that some of the cells now contained as many as four or even five
prisoners altogether. We were obliged to take over quarters for the politicals in the

OUEPOEUVUAWXEUUWOI wUT Tl w/ UPUOOwWPI PET WEOOO

corridor. Every new arrival was greeted, naturally, with somewhat of an ovation.
OOO0T wOUT T Uwld!l PEOOTI UUWPEUWILUEDOI w®l UUoOw
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night warders went off duty, after clocking in, at six. Then all cell doors were opened

and free communication for the day was established throughout the wing. At seven
the convicts brought the Politicals their breakfast. This usually consisted of coffee and

bread, or porridge, or some cereal. After that the prison ers went to the washroom. At

eight the outer doors were opened on to the court and garden, when everybody rushed
for the vaulting -horse, or the parallel bars - some gymnastic apparatus had been set

up there - to get a bit of strenuous exercise. Some of then had a bout of boxing or did

a bit of wrestling. All sorts of sports were provided for. Hitler would have gone in for
some of them but for his injured arm. As it was he had to content himself with the job

of referee.

50 Rudolf Hess was born in 1894 at Alexandria in Egypt, and is the son of a German family living abroad.
At the age of fourteen he was sent to Germany to a technical school, and at a later date he entered upon

a business career. At the outbreak of war, he enlisted in one of the corps of volunteers, andserved on
the western front. In 1916 he was wounded before Verdun. He was afterwards sent to Romania, and in

1917 became a leader of shockroops in the Carpathians.

Here he was wounded again on two separate occasions. From August 1918 to the end othe war,

he served as an airman on the western front.

On the occasion of the deliverance of Munich from the Communist r egime, he saw service with
one of the corps of volunteers, and was wounded once again.

As one of the first adherents of Hitler, he joined in the struggle of the S.A., and was severely

o EEEEEEEEEEEEE ] E )

wounded at the battle inthe * O EU&AUT EUUS w' | wOEUETT EwbBUT w' PUOI L
him was sent to the fortress of Landsberg.
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capacity he has continued up to the present day.
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? 1 Ul Uankheubdaitbis the prisoners had a turn in the garden. The garden l@

is, as you see, somewhat long and narrow, hemmed in by the prison buildings on the
one side and on the other by a twenty-foot wall. The other sides are contained by high l@

wooden fences. Here, you see, isanotice DEUE Ows ! OU OE U sepped thede O af
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limits he was looked upon as attempting to escape. My window overlooked the garden
and it was my job to keep an eye on our promenaders. You see that long gravel path

that runs by the walOy w3 T E U w b E Uuwite BalkOup by dowrh, EpYadd down.
%OUwWUT 1 wOOUUwWwxEUUwW' 1 UUwPEUWT PUWEOOXxEODO
Sometimes those who had formerly belonged to the Storm Troops would start singing
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party songs as they tramped along. At first we took no notice, or at least we raised no

objection to this, but when the convicts on their side took to yelling in unison and
disturbed the peace of the whole neighbourhood, we put a stop to it.
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were given out. They had all been opened, in the office of course, and censored. If they
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communicate they could be withheld. Prisoners had to fetch their own parcels from
the parcel room, and all had to be opened and unpacked in my presence. Very often

]
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through. It was an interesting job, this parcels inspection, and gave quite an insight
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into the characters of the recipients. Lieut.-Colonel Kriebel, whom | got to know as a

man of somewhat peremptory temper, had a way of wrenching off the wrappings of
his parcels, quite characteristic of himself. He aiwE & UwE P E wd U dnhip ofi the U T |
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blessed knot with the utmost care and patience, no matter how long it took. Whenever
a parcel turned up or Dr. Weber | knew what | was in for. | asked him once how he

came to take such pains over a little thing like that. He looked up at me, adjusted his

5|75 [ [
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father used to give me a rightful tangle of string to undo, whenever | show ed this)
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a known or an unknown source. In the one case it might have contained sausage, and
in the other, an infernal machine! | was always a bit uneasy about those stranger
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instituted it and we made no demur. The y brought the meal in one large vessel and
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served it to the prisoners. As a rule the meal consisted of but one dish5! Everyone

5[5 (o

waited for Hitler, each standing erect behind his own chair. When he Leader appeared
UT T Ul whEUWEWEUVUaAawWOI wstdthétod di (he, tahle EabBEramaihed: U

DE |

standing until every man in turn came forward with his table -seating. Then all sat

down and fell to. There was seldom any talk of politics. As a rule Hitler himself chatted
with his right and left -hand neighbours about such things as the theatre, or art, or even

technical matters. He was quite an adept in mechanics, especially motor mechanics.

He was always getting plans and specifications from motor works, new designs for
the chassis, and sketchedout a few himself. (It is well known, of course, that he

invented two jolly useful motor gadgets, and patented them. One was for a rearward
reflector which would allow the car to travel backward; with facility; and the other

was an adjustable lamp at the driving seat for readi ng route maps, etc. He made use

of both these contrivances later when touring the country at night on his political
EEOXxEDPT OUBAw UwlT T wi OEwOIl wlOi 1 wdOl EOw' DUOI
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by the rest, and then they would all sit about a bit smoking and chatting while the table

was cleared Perhaps somebody would make him a little present of some fruit - always

gratefully accepted by Hitler. After perhaps a quarter of an hour he would lay the plate
aside and betake himself again to his room.

? - W came the time for me to make the round of the Political cells to take their

orders for any small commodities they might require, always on the understanding

UT EQwU0T T azEwxEawi OUwUOT 1 OwlT 1 OUI OYI erdfihe U
company wou Id brew tea or coffee on the oven in the common room and take the cups

oL

round to his companions. At a quarter to five | unlocked the courtyard gate again and

all would flock into the open for the second airing of the day - where Hitler and Hess
invariably b etook themselves to then particular beat.

EEEEEEEE]
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eaten in the cells. Each man was allowed to buy half a litre of beer or wine; a good

S

many availed themselves of the privilege.

PAfter this, at half -past six, came a second hour of sport or exercise in the open

air once more, then the prisoners reassembled in the common room until nine when
every one was expected to retreat to his own quarters. It was Lights Out at ten.

Whereupon the night officers coming on duty were greeted by many a resounding

snore.

21171 OUl w( wEEOwWUI OOwa OUwWOUET wEUwUOwW' pUCG

to put in a word or two about his own particular friends, and how they carried on  here
- Lieut.-Colonel Kriebel, for instance. Although like Hitler and the rest, he wore, for

51$DOw? $-®OUBKI U2 wi OUI UT EEOPDOT O-derying drdinarideOafi tid Wintel E O
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Relief Work in aid of the poor and needy.
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the most part, native Bavarian costume, one could always detect the military man. But

for all that he was a cheerful soul, and could appreciate a good bit of fun. Dr. Weber
was half-sportsman, half-savant. He had served with distinction in the War, and since

then, had seen fighting as a volunteer in Upper Silesia. He was rather typically the man

of culture and letters. He was particularly interested in astronomy. O nce, | remember,
when an eclipse of the moon was on, he begged me to open the courtyard door. Hitler

and Kriebel were with him: he gave them a wonderful account of the northern

hemisphere. It was quite a privilege for me, too, to listen to him. He was a good sports
instructor as well, and held regular courses in the gymnasium. On one occasion he

arranged a sort of gymkhana, to which the whole staff was invited. Hess carried off

most of the prizes.

EEEEEEEEEE

' T UUWEOWUT EQwUDOIT wkE UwU U D Gsédlirthia bddks. e O (
had an energetic and purposeful character under an exterior as modest as it was

unassuming. Then there was Emil Maurice, a watchmaker by trade, who helped Hitler

in the beginning with his writing. Afterwards Hess took this on. In cell No. 2 lived

Schneider, the amateur boxer. He put it up to the authorities to provide him with a
punching ball, and got a sack of sand. A few of the other Politicals, mostly students,

turned themselves into a band; one or two possessed a violin or a lute. The rest
fashioned weird instruments for themselves out of tins nailed on to broom handles

and made them do duty for bass and cello.

? wUlI EOQOwOUDPT POEOWPEUWEWEUEEDOT woOil T EQuw

did his best, somehow, to keep up his studies here, he was alwaysgetting bright ideas

which interrupted their course. He founded a papercalled # | Uw+ EQOEUET UT |
which circulated privately among the company and had a good deal of success. It was

typed and hectographed, and consisted of two sections, one seriots and the other

comic. Hitler nearly always wrote the leading article for this production, and often
contributed caricatures. The first part contained stories about the prisoners themselves

and about us warders. The whole thing remained secret for a while, until someone

wrote home about it, and the game was up. Because all letters were opened you know.
But our literary aspirants got wind of the circumstance, and when | raided the editorial

office, Cell No. 11, nothing was to be seen ofthe paper. Every copy had been burnt.

21 1T UPET UwUT T wil 000PUW( wi EYT wOEOI EwlOT 1 U

together here, so altogether | had a rather hectic time of it.

23171 OWEEOI w' b U®ure 1 thuTbényht efficérsihad scarcely gone

off duty when | heard strains of music coming from above. | went up to investigate
EQEwi OUOEwWUT I wEEOEwWI EEwx OEOUI EwbUOUI O woU

52 Not birthday, but baptism day, when th e name is bestowed. An observance confined to the Catholic
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parts of Germany.
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ditty box proper to cell No. 11.

This grub box, or tuck chest, was confided to the care of the senior hmate of the

cells, who divided the contents out equally every day. In the evening they held a sort
of do%%in the common room, when the band again distinguished itself. Hitler opened

the proceedings with a speech. It was my job to patrol the room to take note that

nothing transpired of a revolutionary character. But tod ay | can own up that both | and
some of the other warders rather exceeded instructions on this occasion. We gathered

round the door, all ears, alert for what he was saying about things that concerned our
own interests. We were immensely struck by his speaking. He wound up with an

N AN

2U0EI O 1 OOz wp' 0001 Ew" UOUUWEOGEwW2UI 1T Ow' 1 001

s' EOwOE Owelvaied wE UE D w

Trieb mit uns Schindluderei,
Wir b U 6 Uwawir taten,

Bleiben dem Vatlande treu.
"PUOI UzUw&lI PUOwbOwW' 1 Ual O

*EOOwWOPET DwUOUI UT 1172060

*EOOwWOPET DwuUOUIT UT1T1Tz060
Sturmabteilung Hitler,

6 DUEwWI POVUVDWEUI 1 UUUI T 70672

After which they wound up with a few more musical selections, lighter songs,

and amusing perorations.

2. OwlT 1T wE @CmeWerdalleB Draaty Hitler gave his followers a longer

address, but, here again, we warders were on hand and got the benefit of listening to
it from the neighbourhoo d of the door. And even outside, the sentries had left their

posts to gather motionless under the windows and stare up at them, and try to catch

the speech.

oA N A~ e ~ A
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of this existence began to wear down our Politicals. They were obliged to think up
something fresh to do, so they hit upon volunteering for garden work. They got the

53 Kameradschaftsabend.
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necessary permission and all set to with a will, except Hitler and Hess, who by this
time had regularly settled down to the writing of abook -( z OOwUIl DUUOwWU O
were some horticultural experts among our body of gardeners, so they made no botch

Y

T
—

of their new -found work. They began by relaying the central path through the garden.

They were supplied with overalls, sun hats and the necessary implements and
wheelbarrows. Lieut. -Colonel Kriebel, looking like a Brazilian coffee planter in his

broad straw, acted as foreman of the works. As soon as a barrow was loaded with

gravel, off they went with it at the gallop to the outer postern. | overlooked the whole
business from my office windo w, and when this detail appeared | would come down,

unlock the gate and accompany the column to the pit where the stuff was shot. This to

and fro business went on all day: our procedure became mechanical even for the man
on duty at the postern. The moment my head disappeared at the window, Kriebel took

up his position in front and the whole outfit moved off.

261 wOi i PET UUWEUwW+EOEUEIT UT wl E E wsifriéridsas U |
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On the contrary we had esteemed them as upright men from the outset, and now when
we had come to know them we realised how well -founded was this respect and even

admiration. So that one day a queer thing happened. The guard at the gateopened to
Kriebel and his crowd without noticing that I, for once, was not with them. The barrow

went through, and with it six men regained their liberty! There was nothin g to prevent

their getting clear away. But after a time as | shot a glance at the gadeners from my
window, | noticed Kriebel was not to be seen. Worse than that - five others also were

obviously missing!

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@q@

P(wU0UT 1T EwOOwWOT 1 wOUUI UnatiorEoftheQvarteOtheteiwhow U §

instantly grasped what was afoot. Good God! Six men haE wil UEEx 1 E6 w( wy

UUOOOOI Ewi UOOWEOOWXxEUUUwWOI wlT 1 wx UDUAdikkw E
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town - and then | had a brain wave!

2(wUxUDPOUI EWEOOOT wOOwWUT 1T wi UEYT OQwxDUwoY

runaways mildly returning with their 1 Ox Ua wEEUUOP & w( wEOUOE wli

They could have made a pretty good getaway among our hills by this time if that
Il EEwUl EOOAWET T OwUT 1 PUwl EOT w! UUOWEUwW( wU

friends as honourable men, and this goes to prove it. It proves how right we were, too.

2311 OwEOOUT 1 UwUDOT wlT 1 a wx U Winddthe feasanisU |
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rest? A dozen of them get together in the evening, disguise themselves so that they
EEOzUwl EUPOaAWE]T wUI EOT OPUI E OwE U Ohing flails@utdl O
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flourishings, and at length withdrew, highly satisfied with the performance , while

Hitler laughing still, but shaking his head, went back to his interrupted work.

=i [EIEEIEIE]EIEEE]E R E R E R R E R EE
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things of that sort, and betake themselves to the dwelling of the culprit. There they l@
kick up such a din he is obliged at last to come out and confront them. Then the spokes
man ups and gives it to him straight, and lets him know what his neighbours think of l@
i DPOOWEOBE WO OOV wi POwWNOOOawbl OOwWwlOWOOHOOWHU EI' O
over his head. Sometimes, even, the churl will forestE OOwpP T EU7z UWEOODP OT=d O u
it, and get it over.> E
e o (4]
261 OOOwWOUUw/ OODb Uy this gatheudn Biitlde. Dhiey dnerlted thedr E
faces with oven rust, and black, and what not, enveloped themselves in the bed- sheets, E
and armed themselves with pokerU WE OE WEUOOOUB w. UUUPET w' HU EIU Z
row and one of them banged on it with hi s fists. Hitler opened it, amazed and non-
comprehending at first - and then waked to rich enjoyment of the joke. E
?s EOOI w' PUOI UOz wEl OEOHIZEWUT T wdOI Ouws D'I'EJI L
G
?2s6T aOwliili Ul nzwUl xOPI Ewl 1l OwOEUT T bOT 8 E
25 O00wUDT T 0OwWOT | Onwel z Vi wbHe iEuws auive o|F]| b i
UUx xOUUI UUOws EUT waOUWEOOQuwI I Ul OwEdaUyz wEUE Ew
26D01 WEOWPOOI OUI wi 6OUUPUT POT WOl wki Ex OJ[GFu0i
?5]anbiooozwaUUUiEwOTiDUwOiEEiUOwgCErzU
proceeded to a laughable parody of the charges against Hitler at the recent trial, and E
to the most comical and pointed witticisms at the expense of men like Kahr, Lossow,
and Seisse who had played such a sorry part in the events leading up to that crisis. E
The whole thing, of course, was richly interlarded with nicknames and broad Bavarian E
x UOYPOEPEOPUOUS w( Uwi OET EwUxwbpDPUT WEOWE x x| E wU
231 1 awblasseceratdd, dne and all. E
2611 U1 UxO6wUl 601 OET wOUUOwWE] wxEVUT EwoodEpoc
?'" 1 wPEUuw Wabtly &xpelied fooch Landsberg, and condemned to tour
Germany in his motor -car and drive the Reds to the devil. E
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managed somehow or other to get some fun out of life here, otherwise, it would have
gonebaE Oa wi OUwWUT 1T OB w3T 1 Ul ZUWEEOST T UwbhbOwUT 1 wd
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of it in my time, | can tell you. Queer things happen.

21 U0whi wptb wkdboui HAlEr Gilnself more particularly all | can say is

that he exercised an influence all his own on everyone, big and little, in the place. He

was always an early riser, long before he came here, and was ready dressed by the
UDPOI wdUU waytegahlHa @bka gobd deal of care of his teeth and mouth. That

came of his having been gassed in he war.

? 101l UwEPT BPT @U0wUOOO0OwWPOWEOOOOOwWPDUIT wl

w U

talk a bit about art or music - anything but politics -1 1 z E wtlntotis foom (which
had been put to rights meantime by men from the convict side), and plunge hims elf

four hours in study. He gathered quite a library about him of the books sent him by

friends and followers and admirers outside. They were political bo oks, and scientific

books, and what they call belles lettresHe had a lot about his two prime favouri tes and
heroes- and their pictures - Wagner and Frederick the Great.

2371 OWEEOI wUT 1 wWEOUUUAEUEWEOEwWUI | wi EVEI
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reading. He formed his own patrticular circle, and was the life and soul of it himself.
Very often the morning was all taken up by visitors, especially on his first coming he re.

(7 OOWEOOTI WEEEQwWUOwWUT T OWOEUT UwOOd w311 awEOf

and then Hitler would spend the afternoon trying to cope with his enormous
EOQUUI UxOOEIT OEl OwOUwl OPOT WEEEOwWUOwWI PUWEOO

or doing the referee for them at games. But by special permission Hitler was allowed

alightatnight Ux wOOwUPI OY]l wOz EOOEOOQwWUPOwl OUUUWEI
else. He never failed to avail himself of the privilege.

?2' DUOI Uz Uuwiyprivhictna tade 6f PeesOrial Wanity was to be detected,

made an impression on all around him. He had a remarkable love of order and

neatness. He possessed an unquenchable spring of energy within, which, despite his
accustomed urbanity, flashed in his eyes whenever a decision had to be made. It stands

to reason that when a number of men are penned up together in narrow quarters,

against any choice of their own, men, moreover, convinced of the Tightness of their
actions, the exactions of prison regulations should give rise to endless exacerbations of

temper, and necessary clashes with authority. That this was not the case here when we

Il EEWUT ]l w- EUPOOEQW20EPEOPUUUWDOwW + E OlbgE 1 U
influence, and to his sense of soldierly discipline.
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him th at the Cause for which they stood was well worth what they had to go through
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in pursuit of it. The uniform politeness with which he treated everyone here, from the

Governor to the man who cleaned his cell, excited universal appreciation. He knew,
too, what sort of a job we warders had, and understood it. For instance, when one or

2
5] |[=] | =] (o]

another of the prisoners would put in for some favour or privilege which 1 did Oz U w UJ

OawbPEaAawUOwl UEOUOwW( ZEWEUOwW' PUOTI UwUOwdawuobd
perform, however personally distasteful it might be now and again, and would he

x Ol EUl wEEOOw! PUwi UPI OEUzZwEUUI OUPOOwW UOw
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forbidden: | simply had no option but to see that the rules were kept. Hitler merely
Ul OUUOIT EWOGW'UIPWO we EET UO1 PUUT UOw( zO0O0wUI T W

matter. His word simply went with our Politicals, even under the cloud of the present
circumstances.

' T wPEUwWlI OUPUI OawUOEUUUOPOT OWEOE wl EE wi
pleasure in all those things people contrived to do to show him their loyalty and

sympathy. He gave away the contents of parcels sent to him, and always contrived, if

possible, to have something on hand for the children of anyone who came to see him.

He bore himself in just that comradely way to his followers which takes no account of
difference in position or up - bringing, and found full opportunity during their

common imprisonment to draw closer the ties which knit them to him. He was always
at their command to be of help or service. As a rule he was singularly cheerful, and

did his best to make their evenings in the common room go with a swing. He even got

Hessto make out a list of their birthdays, so that whenever one of these came round,
the individual in qu estion would be specially invited to coffee with him in his room,

EQOEwWUT | 4z EWUPUWEOEWUEOOOWEOE W' PUOI Uz EWED

2200008 WPUEGWOT WEOUUUI OWOEET wEwWEDI i1 UI

poured and howled outside, it gener ally fell pretty dull and quiet within. Then it was

Hitler grew a trifle thoughtful and anxious. So he did, too, when bad news came. It
knocked him pretty hard to realise how things had gone to bits in the Party since his

imprisonment - years of labour and endeavour, and struggle, and hopes all gone for

nothing! There were rows and splits in the groups of National Socialists, who still hung
together somehow; the leaderless Movement seemed destined to peter right out. At

first he tried, even from here, to keep things going, and to direct the Party as before,
but when he found that his instructions were so apt to get themselves misunderstood

or misapplied, and often, indeed, failed to reach their destination in the form they had

left his hand, he gave up the vain attempt, and withdrew himself altogether from
politics. He devoted all his energies to the book.

2(UwWPEUwWOOPwWUI E U Mdin Kantpt All B 4y uobigCandHateBnibl the
night one could hear the typewriter going in his room, and his voice dictati ng to Hess.

As he finished one section of the book after another he would read it aloud to the others

in their evening assemblies. This formed an enormous interest in their lives. They
already knew that Hitler could speak: now they were to appraise hiswri UBD OT & 2

D w1
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It may be permitted to digress for a moment, in order to enter a note or two on

Mein Kampf

This book should have for all students of human psycho- logy a quite peculiar

interest considering the personality of the man who wrote it, and the circumstances to
which it owed its inception and under which it was written. Mein Kampfis a human

document, if it is neither precisely hi story nor precisely literature. It has been cruelly
criticised. Quite the most bitter things that could have been said about it have come

from the side of literary rather than of political criticism. To that extent they are

EEEEEEEEEE

negligible and beside any real pPOBPOUS w' PUOT Uz UwOPOEwWUI 1 OI
teemed since, with a multitude of urgent ideas. It must have be en of immense mental

service to him to set them down, with the aid of the enthusiastic and devoted Hess,

and reduce them to the order and the cogency of ink!

This book, it should be remembered, was addressed to the adherents of the

original German Workmenz Uw/ EUUA OWEQE WP OwOOwWPE & WE x x|
to foreigners abroad.

Since the beginning of 1933 when President von Hindenburg, as a last resort, and
faced otherwise with political and economic chaos, appointed Adolf Hitler to the

German Chancelorship, the Landsberg writings of the erstwhile prisoner have been

the most widi Oa w Ul EEwbPOUOwWUT UOUTT OUU0w &1 UOEODa
spectacular political success,Mein Kampfmight have had no more and no less of a

public at home than any other IPUT UEUa wl I I OUO0wWOT wUOT 1T wUdUY

appointment to the Germ an Chancellorship in the January of 1933 it is quite unlikely
that the book would have attracted widespread attention in England.

In this country an idea seems to have gainedground that every German is obliged
EOwUT T wx DUUOOz U wMérEKa@nptuindustdd airauhstdnces, af nodrbew

it was bound to be a redoubtable best seller! As a matter of fact, it owes its ubiquity to
no such means. The Chancellor, however, cerives a large proportion of his personal

income from its sale. He has no other private resources. His official salary is wholly

diverted for the relief of poverty and unemployment.

The interest of Mein Kampfis not identical in England with the interest it has for

those to whom it is addressed, and whose lives now are very definitel y set to run upon
the lines laid down in it. The interest of the book for the English reader is something

different. Whether he reads the work (it consists of two hefty volumes , running into

nearly eight hundred pages of close print), in German or in Engli sh, the first
astonishing thing about it is its amazing vigour and originality.
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From this book, written as it was in 1924-25, might be inferred or foreseen, the
decisive drive and force of National Socialism once it attained to power. The book was
written so many years ago, but everything in its pages - with few acknowledged
exceptions - holds fast as granite today now that it has won. The book was written
when few perhaps, except its author himself, would really have dared to promise that
such victories as those recorded in the German plebiscites held since 1933, would ever
really happen. The victory of National Socialism could have been won without the
book.

The writer himsel f sets infinitely less store by the pen than by the spoken word.
He relied upon it to that end far less than he relied upon his voice. But for those in
England, cold to the personal magnetism of the energising German Chancellor, the
book is the only key to the riddle of his dominance and power.

To read Mein Kampfmerely to extract from it the story of Adolf Hitler and the rise
of his Movement, is to waive entirely its main content and import. Mein Kampf
concerns itself least of all with autobiography. It i s an immense piece of work, of
political, historical, philosophical, psychologic al, ethnographical, destructive and

rehabilitation.

The great bulk of all this is beyond the purview of the everyday English reader.
Whole tracts of it here and there, of course, bearing upon this, that or the other
particular subject - the ethics of twentieth-century art for instance, or the sterilisation
of the unfit - are of special interest to any thinking educated man or woman of
whatever country; but for the most part Mein Kampfis only for the German national
and the highly initiate. Again, merely to extract the narrative of the National Socialist
Party would be a piece of superfluous journalism were it not to bring out something
of the mentality of one of the most remarkable men of our time.

Adolf Hitler appealed, in fostering his Movement, not to the self -interest of his
possible followers but to their self -sacrifice. Those who believed in the Party must be
willing to give their all for it - for Germany - their time, strength, money, their blood
and life itself. He was asking for nothing more than he was fully prepared to give
himself.

The National Socialist must be convinced, enthusiastic, energetic: he must be
ready and eager to do his utmost without any necessary wage or return. He must be
fanatic for the unity which means strength.

Hitler to this day is, himself, celibate: devoted to one sole aim and end in life. He
is ascetic, disciplined; a vegetarian and a teetotaller. His personal existence is simple.
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He owns but one unpretentious private house in Berchtesgaden. He sees no point at

all in spending public money on official banquets and receptions and on the social
amenities of his great position. Something of this passionate selfimmolation to a

selfless idea enanates from the pages of his book. To appreciate the power of this man

to electrify audiences, to vitalise inertia or despair, to direct enthusiasm, to mould the
inchoate, to unify the dispersed and antagonistic, to trample down obstruction, and

ruthlessly to crush all that might jeopardise his herculean enterprise, one must read

Mein Kamptf It is all there. The drive, the force, the originality, the fearlessness, the will
to frightfulness.

Every development of National Socialist power which has been witnessed by a
world agape since March, 1933, is the logical outcome of plans laid down long before

the book was written but which enshrines their inception and their logic.

* k k*k %
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in at the badly fitting window and sloppedab QU U wOOwUT T wi OOOUB w(
like a regular lake for wat er. He came to me about it once and together we collected

rags and pails and returned to mop it up. He shouted with laughter to discover the

prison cat perched on top of a stool in the middle of the mess and puddle and licking
at it after her own finnicky fashion.

B[ EE |t

? Uw(zYl wEOUI EEAwWwUOO0EOwW' PUOT UwT EEwWOO
Germany, even from the remotest corners of the country, travelling by motor or by

train, many of them trudging it on foot. Every age, every profession, every condition

was represented among them. The broadshouldered, hardy peasant came to
Landsberg together with the well -clad city man; University professors, workmen,

clericals, nobles and small craftsmen everyday citizens, artists, journalists, the most
diverse and varied and all-embracing crowd of visitors you can imagine, and all

wanted to see and speak with Hitler. Once even a pair of young Hitler followers came

all the way on foot, arriving in rags, from remotest East Prussia.

?/ UDUOGOI UUOwIT OPI YI U @euhodr b Hay OrQvSitons; Brd ¢hé b |

minutes of that hour were strictly allotted. Twenty to thirty minutes might be spent on
sOIBROwWOTl wOPOZWEOEWDHOUDPOEUI Oa ui fifieed dOndventy) E U

~ A N o~ AN

had to report himself to the authorities and submit to interrogation as to whether he
was bringing in anything forbidden, weapons or news, or trai torous printed matter.

]
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With bureaucratic thoroughness his own particu lars were meticulously noted. Every

YDUPUOwWOEUUUEOOaOwWI EEWUOWET ws UEOI Oz wEa wE

UOws UEOIl zw' PUOT Uz UwYPUPUUQWPOWEwWUOOOwWUI Ul: x E

2, EQCawpPOO0l OOWUOOOWEEOTI wOOwWUI | w' Dwithl U
uniform courtesy, but | was never able to remark that any single one excited his interest

5] ||57] |L=3) | (=T

to a particular degree.

2(Ow U0l T wEOUUUI woOl wUOw OEGaw EUVUUwW UG E |

extraordinary terseness and fluidity of expression. It often went severely against the

grain to me to bring these to a close. The moment, however, | made a sign that time
was up, Hitler broke off, and withdrew. | often regretted the necessity; duty her e came

sharply in conflict with personal inclination. It was really a wonderful experience to
listen to Hitlerin U+380+B®OY1 UUEUDPOOS w( wEOOZ UwOOOP wE

UOwOYI UPT 1 OOPOT 6w UWEwWUUOT whki 1 Ow(eaalparEaesU d

T EYDOT wEwxExI UwOOwi EOE Owb Oluduid BpdarQaimniztseu E

myself. Very often, though, | just used it to screen the intense interest I myself was
11 O0OPOT wPOwUI T WEOGOYI UUEUDOOG w' b U Oalkihg: beu b §

made you feel the point come right home: you yourself exp erienced every word. He
put fresh heart into people. Many came to him in the last stages of discouragement

and doubt about the prospects of National Socialism, but they went away filled w ith

GG EEEE]E]

EOOI PEI OEl wWwEOEwWYDT OUUBw. OEIT wi | zekhubndsbargd Y
Hilter seemed filled with the fresh energy and purpose that comes from invincible

w i

confidence. He was only abiding his hour to begin the fight all over again - seen

perhaps, now, from a slightly different angle, - and he managed to infuse the same
spirit into every discomfited Faintheart who sought his support and advice.

5[5 &)

23T 1T wUUOOT UwbOUI wOOwWUOwWPUUWEOOUI dw UU
and his friends were to be set at liberty.5 By October 1st he would have done six

O w

months. Early in September the following Report upon him was submitted to the legal

authorities in Munich, with a view to his early release.

2311 wxOOPUDPEEOWOI 11 OET Uw Bdress alillamisbéry U d
on April 1st, 1924. Up to the present date he has served five and a half months. By the

hUOwOl w. EUCET Uwl 1 wbbOOwl EYI wi BRxPEUI Ewi pU|

?s' PUOI Uwl EVUwWUT OP O wdnduced iméni, notlobiyuif hisuodnu b 1

person, but also with reference to his fellow -prisoners, among whom he has preserved

good discipline. He is amenable, unassuming and agreeable. He has never made
complaints. He has conducted himself in a uniformly quiet and reasonable manner ,

55' DPUOI Uwl EEwWET 1 OwUil 601 OEl EwOOwi DYl wal EVUZ wbOx UD U

enjoined that six months only should be served.
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and has put up with the deprivations and restrictions of imp risonment very well. He

evinces no personal vanity and has been satisfied with the care and attention received
here. He neither smokes nor drinks. He has exercised a helpful authority over his

fellow - prisoners. As a man unused at any time to personal indulgence he has borne

the conditions of life in prison better than married men. He received the visits of
women friends and followers without particular enthusiasm, and seldom expanded

about polit ical matters to this type of visitor. He has been uniformly ag reeable, and of

no trouble at all, to the warders and officials here. At the beginning he received a great
number of visits, but latterly has discouraged them and withdrawn himself from

EEEEEEEO

politica | discussion. He now writes but few letters. These for the most part are merely

N oA N oA~ s o~

EEOOOPOI ET O1 OUUB W' 1 wbUwl OUPUT OawUEOI OwUx

may run into a good many editions and so enable him to defray expenses incurred at

the time of the trial.

?s' DUOI UwpPDOOOwWEOUE U @I Helpposes 10 Getbndi &hd w

reanimate his Movement. But for the future he proposes not to run counter to

authority, but to make use of all possible permissible means, short of a second bid for
power, to attain his ends.

Ps#0UDPOT wlOT 1 woO ehaslbecbne mucH Mddentaturelfintl calmer. He

entertains no revengeful purposes and is no longer filled with recriminating

reflections. He has no intention to incite strife against the Government; he is fully
persuaded that a country without internal order an d firm government cannot carry

on.

?s EOOI w' DUOI UwbUwUOE-Gitded hielkgenaeupgantic@dld w C

political intelligence, with an unusual power of will, and direct methods of tho ught.

?s3EODPOT wUOI T weEOYI wi EE U UwsBoditanHitér SHowdE 1 U

I b C

Ul ET1 BYT wUOT 1T wgEl O I POwOi webwl EUGawUl OI EUI
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In consequence of this Report, signed by Oberregierungsrat Leybold, our
prisoner, as a matter of fact, was to have been released on October 1st. But objections,

possibly inspired by personal dislike, were raised to the leniency, and Hitler had yet

another month to drag o ut here.

The first anniversary came round of the disaster on the Odeonsplatz before the

Feldherrnhalle in Munich, November 9th. The day was one of very special import and
gravity for our Politicals. They gathered in the evening in the common room and Hitl er

spoke, with deep emotion of the events of a year ago. He charged himself with entire

responsibility for the whole affair but showed how it was the outcome of the then
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concomitance of historical and current circumstance. His hearers were profoundly l@
impressedwithUT T w+1 EEIl Uz UwUPOEI UPUAWEOQE WEIT | x LUAIE E C
The whole of November went by, when the Governor again submitted E
EOOUDPEI UEUPOOUWUOwWUI | w" OUUUwWEUw, UODEIT 0 w( P E
conduct throughout all this time should receive so me recognition. E
2s' DPUOT UwT EVwOOUwWwOOU0wT PUWEOOXxOUUUI & E [
&OYI UOOUOws T 1 wi EUWEWUUUOOT wET EUEEUI UOWE wa
humour and i'rriEapiIi'ty'und('er." I—!er‘be)‘/s' o[dAerg \{vh_ether they suit him or not. He E
resortstonoUOEOOWUUEUI UI Ul |1 Ubd 7 E
L3I Ol wPEOWEwl OOBwWE| EQwOOUl wal DwUOwEINFpE
UOEOUEUI EOaOQuwUIl | wxOODUDEEOWDBEI EODUUOG wl | ME Uuw
2-1 YT UUTT Ol U0w" TUDUUOEUWEUI PpwlOl EealleBUI E pC
were released, leaving those behind very wistful indeed. Hitler bore these repeated
disappointments about his own return to freedom with equanimity and philosophy. E
The remainder prepared to celebrate the season at Landsberg as best they could. The E
put up C hristmas decorations, and found for the Christmas tree a place of honour in
011 WEOGOOOOWUOOO0dw( JwUUPOOWERPEDUI EwE LI UUB|H]s
2311 OOwOPOl WEWEOOUwWI UOOwUT 1T wEOUI OWEEOD [ﬂf.wo
| YOT OWEEOI wUOT T wdl pUOms 6 6 Ubroubigis wdlsdendrhowsU | EEU‘
jubilation broke out. He was most loyally and cordially congratulated. But underneath
the very real genuine exultation lay a great sadness. These men had followed him - E
sixteen of them to death - and the rest to prison: now he was to leave them. They were E
to lose their Leader
]
21 00wl PUwUOUUWOT wUOT pOIT wDEUwOOUuJEOOOI:EEw(
Hitler had hardly got his things together before the car arrived to take him away. He
took cordial farewell of his comp anions, and then turning to me shook me by the hand E
and thanked me for what | had done for him (though | am at a loss to know exactly E
what this might have amounted to). A moment after, he had gone. E
27101 ExUwbOub OUOEBZ Dw | w6 e wbéeton ol wdEHE &
UUEawl I Ul wl EEwl EEWUx O0OwWOIl wxl UUOOEOOaodow U wuU
the glimmer of an idea as to what was meant by National Socialism. But throughout E
h.is"w~hoIeAten Am.onthf Ijlitler never ta.!kgd,tq. us gfl\‘icers, d\ire\c tIy"o.r.1 Ehe supject. Yet | - E )
EOOzUwUI BOOwW( wUl OUOEWET wil EUwWwOUUWDBI! w( wkEL Oou
one here, from Governor to the furnace man, had become a convinced believer in his E
ideas.
]
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on these subjects, and to his numerous visitors. that we had, one and all, come by a fair

2iEEEEEEEEE R EEEEEEREEE
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comprehension of his aim and meaning. Secondly, and perhaps this is even more to

UT 1T wxOPpOUOwPI zEwWUI T Owi POwWwOPYDOT wOUUwWT PU
warders are so used to churlish and resentful behaviour from prisoners generally, that

Pl wWwUOEOI wUOT E0wUOUUwWOI wUT £506 that Evex®auealcheng @rid w

UOUUUEOwxOl EUUUI wi OUwlUwOOwI EYT w PUOT Uz L
EITEYI EwOPOl wEwi il OUOI OEO8w' PUOTI Uw Ul Cw U

N s e oA s o

EPUUDPOEUDPOOWOl wxl UUOOUB w' Isgethum®is dwh thairBausit | E

OOOWEUWUI EEPOAWEVUWI T ZEwWOI T T UwPUwWUOWEwWT 1 6
TT Ul wEUwWOOWUT 1T w&OYT UOOUWI POUT O1 w3l E0z UL

unusual about him: one of the things we liked so m uch.

Then, again, |-PT Oz EWET | OwPOWEOOUI wxl UUOOE&GWE (

affirm without the least hesitation that he was an exceptionally truthful man. He never

OPl EwOUwxUI YEUPEEUI EwPOwEOawbEadw' | z Baul
said. He made our work for us lighter and pleasanter than any prisoner had ever d one

before. We understood each other, he and I, notwithstanding the fact that it was always
my job to insist strictly on the rules.

2( OWEwWPOUEOwWPIT 1 O w'lbhdi®imihuh® Ltindstuestdend. iit @as b |
only in 1932 and 1933 we realised how muchwe had to thank God for in having sent

us such a man. We had in then a couple of dozen Communists and we warders had all

our work cut out to deal with them.

? 31 1 a w blippety lot: alwdys grousing about one thing and another. The

/ Ul UUwU O O wEimdhynvayrawarty Out winat were, after all, merely our official
and routine duties: we were held up to execration as enemies of the Proletariat. So |

can tell you, looking back upon it, we appreciated that time when Hitler and his friends

were in our charge.

237 1T w&OY1T UBOUwWI POUIT O wOUUOT EwUOwWOT wEUY
Pl wbUzUwEOaPEawxOUUPEOI wUOOwUxOPI UwlUT &d w
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CHAPRPTER 11

SECOND FOUNDING(OE THE PARTY

ith HD U O1 U z begidd thel sEddrid phase of the history of the
National Socialist Party. It is a story of ever-increasing interest, but

now the interest becomes far more political than per sonal; the former

elements of hazard and even of romance sink into the background. Hitler is no longer
an unknown man, struggling under conditions of dire poverty, to force a hearing for

a party merely one of many % other equally clamorous competitors. He remains

individually poor, to be sure, but at least funds enough can now be found to enable
him to get about at top speed, everywhere, and to further the work of the Movement

at all points.

Lo o) o o) S S o = ) =) S ST )

This second phase lasts from 1925d the date of the triumph of the Party, and its
+1 EEl UZUWEEET UUDPOOwWUOwWx OPI UWEUW" T EOQEI 00Q

The third phase begins the history of Germany as a National Socialist State. For

the purpose of the present book - which is a study more of the Man than of the

Movement, and aims rather, to show biographically how and why it was he came by
his ideas and principles (which, as Chancellor, he is translating into action), than to

trace the postwar political history of th e Reich- | propose to confine myself to a

necessarily brief review of the progress of the Party after its second founding.

Herr Hermann Esser,5 was good enough to give me the benefit of his personal
and first-hand knowledge of this period. Hermann Esserz UwU U O U a w i &na &sU
indisputable as any yet recorded. He is, today, one of the oldest and staunchest of

T

) ] ] o o = [

EOOI w PUOI Uz UwbU D iwbrkesHitér ndrbdvBs Nurhér iz inthé O O

Party: Hermann Esser preceded him - he was Number 2.

56 There were thirty -six political parties in Germany prior to the dominance of National Socialism.

57 Holder of many important positions. Herr Esser was born in 1900. He was still at school when the
Great War broke out, but in 1917 he joined the 9th Bavarian Field Artillery. He belonged, at the Front,

to the same Division as Hitler. After the War he took to journalism, and soon came under the influence

of Feder and Drexler and so joined their movement.

After th e ill-fated Putsch he fled to Austria, but later became chief of propaganda for the newly

founded Party until this work was taken over by Dr. Goebbels. Herr Esser has been tried twenty -one
times (and sentenced fourteen times) for breaches of the peace in @annection with political campaign

work. He was President of the Bavarian Landtag till it was dissolved and he is still one of the Vice -

Presidents of the Reichstag.
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261 1T OwUT 1 weerB e Bited ddduhis immediate associates into
xUDUOOO? wUEPEW' T UUWSUUI UOw?PT 1T OwlTT awlo
they forgot one thing. They overlooked the fact that Ideas are only to be met and

m;

combated by other ideas, not by brute force. The authorities in 1923 were at the end of

all their ideas. Now the Idea in National Socialism was a living thing. It had set
thousands of hearts afire and this fire was no more to be quenched.

221 OUUOa wEI | Wi May4tH, 19240dh&ndfE ©f members of the
OUUOGEPI Ew/ EVUVUawi OUGET EWEOWOUT EOPUEUDPOOWE

&1 UOEOw/ 1 Ox01l zUw%UI |1 EOOw/ EUUAAOwWDPOwWUT |

reabsorb the scattered masses of the Natioal Socialists. This graup had the prestige of
Ludendorff to commend it. But | wished at all costs to remain true to Adolf Hitler, so

| opposed this and organised the Grossdeutsche Volksgemeinschaft instead, not with
any idea of refounding his movement, but in order to have something ready for the

LT Ul UWOOWET T POwWI DUwoOPOwpOUOwWPDPUT weEl EDPOC

(Freiheitspartei won thirty -two seats in the Reichstag that May, but lost eighteen of

them at the following election in December. This was in direct consequence of splits
and strains within the group itself.) As you know, Hitler in Landsberg had entirely

given up any attempt to direct or hold together the members of his former Party -
i1 OETl wOawl I 1 6GUUB -~

When at length he was released he began his work all over afresh. He could only
do this in consequence of an assurance he had given, after the trial, to pursue the object

of his Party along legalised lines. Many of his firmest friends and adherents were still

in Austria, Italy and Swe den - whence they had fled in 1923 - and could not yet safely
return. The Italian dispersion especially was to prove immensely significant for the

Hitler Movement since it brought such personal supporters of the Leader in close

touch with Signor Mussolini - a man for whom Hitler had already conceived immense
respect.

\\\\\\
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of refounding the Party. For the first time since that memorable November 9th Hitler

Ex x| EUI Ewb O wbBdldr,andispdle to biE aslBeténts. He restated the aims of
the Movement - the liberation of the German people - and made an impassioned

appeal for unity and loyalty. Amid great acclamation he declared he would begin over

again, however often the powers that were might overthrow him, and he would begin
ETEPOWEOEWET EPOOwWP] Ul wil wOOOawUOwWET T POwPk

Hermann Esser, who had made all the preparations for this meeting, allied
himself afresh, unconditionally with Hitler; as also did Wilhelm Frick (today

Reichsminister of the INU1 UDOUAWEOEWOEDaAa WOOEwWOI OEI UUw

strains and rifts and strife among us in his absence: that he could heal them all at one
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stroke, and weld the warring and embittered elements together again, merely shows

what a leader he is.

? - Obegan a hard time again for everybody - perhaps the hardest of all yet! We

lacked everything. We had no Party office, no typewriter, practically no money. We
were ridiculed, frustrated, boycotted, threatened.

5] || 5] | =] |7 (] (o]

2317 E0wi B U U BWEE EWl Wuwmad Wiw puE! UDiOIWE T wi U w
WEOUXx Ol wOi wEEAUWOEUI UwUOT 1 wsi OUI BT &1 UOw

authorities to make any more public speeches. Similar action soon followed by the

governments of nearly all the other German Stal 1 U 6 2

And then, on April 26th, 1925, General von Hindenburg was for the first time
elected President of the Republic. A general amnesty was granted for political

Oi I T OET UUOwWOIi wbT PET w' PUOT Uz UwU U EtY GétrhahyU U

Among these was Captain Goering. This time also marked the beginning of the close
association between Dr. Goebbels and the Leader. Hitler was much impressed by the

capability and ardour of this man and despatched him to Berlin, then a hotbed o f

Communism. %8 He also gppointed him to head the Central Office of the propaganda
activities throughout the Reich.

(UWPEVUWEEOUUOWUT PUwUPOI O wbawbObOi OUOE
Hitler and Ludendorff irreparably widened. The latter was making  himself

I

EEEEEEEEEE)

conspicuous as an enemy of the Catholic Church and when Hitler finally broke with

him in August, 1926, he found himself labelled a Papist by the Nationalists, while the
Clerical Centrum Party upbraided him as arch enemy to Rome!>°

? + b U Uithd theméwly risen Party b egan to gain ground although Hitler still
continued to be forbidden to speak at meetings. In the summer of 1926, however, he

was able to address his followers on the occasion of an anniversary celebrated in

Brunswick. An audie nce of twelve thousand followe rs served to show what progress
had been made up to date.

23T UOUT T wUT T wxUT UUUUT woOil wxUEOPEwWOxDOD(

Hitler in the March of 1927, and once more his voice was welcomed with immense

acclaim in Munich. The Party there made a great leap forwards, but it was immediately
suppressed in Berlin by the half-Jewish, half-Polish Chief of Police Grzesinski, who

was to earn such a sinister name for himself later through his enmity to the National

831 1 w211 Ew3l UUOU? wbOw! 1 UOPOwWOT EOUwWUT E U wE Gtunu Eokha, O w
might be missing. Then he would be found somewhere, dead, without sig n or explanation of any kind.

59 The Centrum or Catholic Centre Party in Germany was obnoxious to the National Socialists not

EEEEEE5]
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because it represented Catholicism, but because itneddled in politics.
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Socialist Movement. It was this man PT QwpbPbP Ul I EwUOws EUDYI w'
and carried on with his work in the capital.

In August, 1927, Hitler reviewed a march past of his adherents numbering thirty
thousand men, and over one hundred thousand heard the speech he made on that
occasion. They had assembled in Nuremberg from every corner of Germany for this
purpose, and dispersed again filled with fresh ardour to pr omote the Movement and
win for it ev er more and more support.

After the elections of May, 1928, twelve representatives of the Party appeared in
the Reichstag. In August the ban on Hitler speaking in Berlin was removed and he
gave a great address there inthe Sportpalast.

The following year , 1929, saw an enormous augmentation in the members of the
Party. In Berlin it had come to open fighting between the Communists, who erected
barricades in the streets, and the police. At the end of the twelve months fully 175,000
people belonged to the National Socialists.

Early in the year 1930 a young National Socialist fell, whose death has come to
have a special significance for the Party and the Movement. The shooting of Horst
Wessel is one of the landmarks in this story.

This young man, the son of aclergyman, and who wrote a marching song for the
Party, which has since gone by his name, was a law student. He embodied in himself
the ideal of manly uprightness and modesty, high endeavour, dutifulness and simple
livi ng which Hitler desired to impress u pon the whole of his following. He had drawn
upon himself the enmity of the Communists by having converted a large number of
them to his own political creed. One day young Wessel was at work in his room in a
lodging house in Berlin when four Communists inv aded it and shot him. So bitter
indeed was their feeling against him that at the funeral his coffin had to be protected
by the police. Even his grave called for protection, and young members of his own
Troop still mount special guard, in honour, over it.

The next landmark was the opening of the Brown House ¢ in Munich on January
1st, 1931. Hitherto the direction of the Movement had been carried on from a retired
house in the Schellingstrasse, but these premises had londeen outgrown. They were
by now wholl y inadequate. Therefore the Party made a purchase in the summer of

60 The Brown House, be it noted, is fine as a building rather than fine for splendour and furnishings.
The government of the Party has already long outgrown its accommodation, and a dozen other
buildings in Munich have been leased for the purpose. Two enormous additions have been made to the
original Brown House, t o install departments of administration for which at present there is no room.
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1930 of the unoccupied Barlow-Palais in the Briennerstrasse. This mansion was
adapted in record time to its new requirements and uses after plans of Hit O1 Uz U w
by National Socialist volu nteer workmen. For the first time the Party beheld an

l

O

outward sign of the power and strength to which it had attained in the creation of this

fine Headquarters, which is now a part and parcel of the very self of Munich. The
Brown House stands for everythin g dear to the heart and purpose of a National

Socialist.

Notwithstanding all this progress, opposition was still fierce and obstinate. In the

UxUDOT woOi whuNt vwUT T wpkl EUPOT woOi wOT 1 w! WiRIG

marched, all the same. They gottheir clothes torn off their backs in the streets, so they
marched bare to the waist. They were flung into prison. Thousands of new members

took their places. Bolshevism waged open war on the middle classes, and the
Government merely looked on. During this period three hundred National Socialists

were brutally murdered, one way or another, and over twenty -five thousand sustained

serious wounds and injuries.

A crisis was at hand.

The financial condition of the country w as almost as bad as it had been ten gars

ago. Since the elections of March, 1930, had resulted in triplicating the number of

5] 5 S S5 S S]] S S S5 S S) SEiE

National Socialist deputies to the Reichstag, the President required Chancellor
' ULODPOT wOOWEDPUOGPUUWUIT Tl wi Iwd B EUWDIOOS QE WE E®

a determined opponent of National Socialism: his Cabinet was now dissolved.

Although the standing of the Party had long been legalised (how could it be otherwise
with so strong a representation in the Reichstag?) shorly before this election it was

forbid den for officials in Prussia to give it their adherence and support.

These elections of September, 1930, were preceded by a propaganda campaign

such as Germany had not yet witnessed. Hitler flooded the land with Speakers, and

organised meetings to be held high and low, near and far, in the most negligible little
village as well as in the most important places. At least thirty thousand meetings were

held every day for more than two months. The result was the capture of o ne hundred
and seven seats in the Rathstag, and the Party rose in order of Party precedence from

the ninth to the second in Germany.

2371 w-EUDOOEOQW2 OEDPEODPUU W, EUET wOOw! 1 UOE
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Seven years after the secalled Putschin Munich, Hitler had largely obtained his

objective. Out of a voting population of 43,000,000 (36,000,000 went to the polls), the
Party, extinguished a few years before, had obtained 107 mandates from 6,500,000

voters.
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This was progress. But in the autumn of the same year the trial at Leipzig of three

5[5 (o

Reichswehr officers, who had shown interest in the National Socialist Party and were,
U1 uUliOul wEgUUI EwOil wEPEDOT WEOEWxEUUDED x

to state his legal aims more prominently perhaps than he had ever done before. It was

intolerable that these officers should be sentenced for desiring to belong to the second
largest yet most significant political party in the Reich!

The Reich was in a tragic state by the end of 1931Sixteen million people were
earning far less than the equivalent of an English pound a week. Emergency measure

after emergency measure was passed without any appreciable effect, except that of

growing despair, on the outlook for the nation. It was only the National Socialist Party
who hammered away with their demand for power, and their confident assertion that

they could weld and use it to every sort of public betterment.

No year since the War witnessed a more significant series of political happenings

than 1932. No fewer than twelve elections were held. Thanks to the unity of the Party,

and to the indomitable energy of its Leader, National Socialism won its way ever more

Presidential election, and sought to come to an understanding about it with Hitler. The
latter, however, was anxious for the election to go forward, although there was little

hope, at the moment, of his own, personal, victory. Through action taken by the

Nation al Socialist Government of Brunswick, Hitl er had recently been naturalised in
Germany, and was therefore now eligible to stand as candidate himself for the

Presidency of the Reich.

This step brought a tragic chapter in the history of German party bureaucr acy to

a seemly end. It was unheard of that a man born on the very frontier of the country,

who had served at the Front in the German Army all through the War, and who had
devoted his whole life ever since to the cause of the German people, should be denid

German citizenship any longer, and this in the face of the fact that all sorts of East

European riff -raff streaming in over the eastern borders could obtain the same
privilege, and even entry into all official classes, without further ado!

Priortothis / Ul UPEI OUDPEOuwI Ol E w&csDan astpolitichl e it w B

DY

Germany or elsewhere has never before witnessed. To address three or four meetings

a day was nothing to him. Most of these were held in the open air, when he might have
an audience d anything from one hundred thousand to th ree hundred thousand men.

Everything had to be arranged and brought off strictly to time if his terrific

programme, daily, was to be carried out.

While he was speaking in Dresden, for instance, his audience would be already

gathering in Leipzig. He flew f rom place to place throughout the length and breadth
of the land, week after week, day after day, and night after night, without rest or
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intermission, using aeroplane or auto as best might meet the case. He had tosleep

where or how he could. He had his ow n plane and pilot, his car and chauffeur, his
secretaries and organisers, but all turned in the last resort upon his own indomitable

energy and tireless purpose £

At the pre-election in March, 1932, General Hindenburg carried off 18,600,000

5] || 5] | =] |7 (] (o]

votes, and HitOT UOwhihuOt YYOYY YO w3 T PUwWExxEUI OUwWET |

success. He had doubled the number of his electors since the elections of September,
1930.

But now, however, there was to be a second eéction and all opposing Parties

girded them selves up for the final trial of strength. They were fully alive to the dangers

that threatened them from the ever-waxing Party - dangers which have indeed
showered on their heads and extinguished them since Januay, 1933. Although it was

' DUOI Uz lhai Edthdlibd adduPtotestants alike could adhere to his Party, that

Catholics and Protestants alike could march in the ranks of his Storm Troops, there
was a time when the former were denied the Sacraments and even Christian burial for

so doing.

Everythin g possible was done to crush National Socialism - not because it

threatened the people (the people acclaimed it), but because it threatened class interest,

privilege, corruption, and everything greedy, small minde d and grasping in German
public life, everyUT DOT wbOEOUUDYI OawUUPT OEUDPUI EwEU(

found themselves alone in opposition to the embattled array of all other political

bodies. It would require more space to enumerate the fears each and several of these
entertained in the event of National Socialist success. It would require, too, an intimate

acquaintance with the chaotic state of German internal affairs to appraise the task

before the one Party in the Reich, possessed of a singleye, a definite programme, and
an unflinch ing perseverance.

In spite of the fact that even as late as this the north, east and west of Germany
were under the sway of the Reds, and that in the Catholic south the Bishops were all

powerful, National Sociali sm forged doggedly ahead. This can only be ascribed to the
perfection of its organisation.

The Government monopolised the wireless. All those in power and highly placed
felt they had now to fight for their very existence. In spite of everything that milit ated

against him Hitler polled yet another two million votes at this election. It was not

enough to return him for the Presidency, but it greatly enhanced his significance in
political life.

6, UUOw# Dl OUPET Ow' PUOI Uz Uw1l i blewiddringladddiingbf thid hettiOperiod U w
in his book, Campaigning with Hitler.
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dismayed by it. He resorted to strange measures. On April 13th, 1932, he ordered the
demobilisation of the S.A. (Sturm Abteilung) and the dispersal of the Movement
known as the Hitler Youth. The homes and property of these organisations were
distrained upon. But all was in vain. Att he elections for the Diet (every German State
possessed a Landtag), which took place on April 24th, 1932, the N.S.D.A.P. proved
everywhere the strongest party. At Oldenburg it returned an absolute majority. The
tiOl wPEUwWUDB X1 wi OUw! UL OPI& hinugbCand bh Judel1st appoin@d E
Herr von Papen to the Chancellorship.

At first Hitler contented himself with marking time, and watching von Papen.
His own actions depended upon those of the Chancellor. The latter removed the ban
on the S.A. and adered a new election. While the Communists thereupon gave
themselves up to fighting in the streets, Hitler made another tour of the country by air,
which was a veritable triumph. Shortly before the elections von Papen had the half-
Jewish Chief of Berlin Police, Grzesinski, arrested, and also its Jewish VicePresident,

61 PUUSwW?11 E2 wOPOPUUI UUwPI Ul wul 0PI YI EwOi W

These elections- some of the bloodiest in the whole political history of Germany
- ended again in a victory for Adolf Hitler. His Part y carried off two hundred and thirty
seats in the Reichstag.

Since National Socialism had now become the largest Party in the State, it was
only right and proper that the government of the country should devolve into their
hands. President von Hindenburg, however, long hesitated to entrust their Leader,
Adolf Hitler, with absolute power. For two years the direction of affairs had been,
UOET Uw! ULOPOT OWEOOI PETl EwWUOWEwWOPOOUPUA WP
larger Party. But now the time was ripe an d over-ripe for a change.

On August 13th, 1932, Hitler found himself involved in weighty conversations
between von Hindenburg and von Papen. He was offered the Vice-Chancellorship.
But to this he returned an answer in the negative. Compromise or half-measures never
EOOOI OEI EwUT 1 OUI OYI UwUOw' PUOI UB w31 1 wEEa
Day, but it was far from being so in reality. He took longer views than his critics. He
had no mind to use National Socialism to bolster up a tottering system.

After the world had been relieved of the spectacle of the German Parliament
opened by the Moscow agent, Klara Zetkin,®? Captain Hermann Goering was elected
its President.

62 The Reichstag was to be openedy its oldest member, only then was the President to be elected.
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Once more, however, despite its big working majority, Parliament was dissolved,
and again in November fresh elections were held. But by this time the public were
thoroughly weary of elections, and the results were disappointing to all Parties. 63

National Socialism itself lost thirty -four seats. There was, however, an
overwhelming majorit y against the Chancellor, and no course seemed open to von
Papen but to retire. He was followed in office by a comparatively unknown man,
General von Schleicher. However active this man may have been inother capacities
and behind the scenes, he was negligble as Chancellor, and soon found himself
completely isolated.

At long length - it would serve little purpose to labour this unsatisfactory and
confused period for the reader - on January 29th, 1933Y OOw?2 ET Ol PET 1 Uz
dissolved and Adolf Hitle r achieved that for which he had striven with almost
unremitting ardour, and all but unshakable faith from the day when he became the
seventh member of an unheard-of little group of political aspirants in one of the
poorest restaurants of Munich.

Adolf Hi tler became Chancellor of Germany.

63 Prior to the triumph of National Socialism, as has been already noted, there were dozens of recognised
political parties in Germany, and the foregoing pages will have done something to sug gest to the reader
how violent their tactics were, and how thoroughly life in general was at the mercy of political faction,
disunion and upheav al.

"PUOI UzUwl Ul EVWET EUT 1T wET EPOUUWEOOWUT T w&a&dYI UOO
since the Revolution was first their shameless venality, and secondly their hopeless weakness.
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CHAPRTER 12

HITLERISETS HISS HANDI TOTHEIPLOUGH

5] || 5] | =] |7 (] (o]
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struggled for. Thus the uplifting of a nation does not come lightly, by chance or fate,

EUOwOUUOwWET wlOT 1 wOUUEOOT woOi wi il ouls-~

- Adolf Hitler

length of this period had he, in thousands of meetin gs and assemblies,

or fifteen years Hitler had directed his Movement; during the whole
I sought to inculcate the masses with his ideas. At length the German

people had come to look to him for their resuscitation, for their salvation

from the menace of Bolshevism, and they trusted that once in power he could, and
would, make good his promises.

When Hitler came to power he did, indeed, proceed at once to carry out the
purposes and promises of a programme conceived so many years before. We have seen

him working it out, point by point, boiling it down, pinning it down under twen ty-

i YT w?2' 1 EEDPOT U2 wubOw OUOOw # UI garavmUwghileuri@md U (
Drexler gets the frugal supper. We have seen him submitting it point by point to the

C UOPET wxUEOPEWDPOWUIT T w' Of EVAUUEEOOwWDPI |1 Ouw

hurled at his head. We have seen him pacing up and down his narrow room at
Landsberg pouring out the whys and wherefores of it all to Rudolf Hess, who rattles

as hard as he can go on the typewriter to get the teeming content of this energetic brain
into some sort of literary order.

And now, after fifteen years of struggle, he saw himself at long length on the
threshold of achievement.

Together with Hitler two other National Socialists were included in the new
Cabinet, Herr Wilhelm Frick as Minister of the Interior, a nd Captain Hermann Goering

as Minister without Portfolio, and Commissary for Air.

With the coming of this new Government, and the setting aside of the old duality

as between Prussia and the rest of the Reich, was the basis laid for a universalserman

policy, and for the elimination of all elements inimical to German life.

In his first address to the people the Chancellor called for a sense of national

discipline. He asked for four years in which to make good the blunders of the post -
War adminis trators, in which to re -erect the State, in which to cope with the problem

O\
Q.)'
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of unemployment; in which to redeem German peasantry from its misery and

helplessness.

In the night of February 27th -28th, 1933, the Communists set fire to the Reichstag.

A few day s previously a raid on the catacombs of the Karl Liebknecht House in Berlin
had brought to light a great quantity of material which proved beyond cavil that the

forces of Bolshevism were girding themselves for a mass offensive in Germany. The

Chancellor replied by draconian measures to ensure the safety of the State.

Ontheevi OPOT wWET | OUT wUOT T wl UT ECwi 01 EUDPOOU w(
-EUDOOO>» wlOT T w"T EOGEI OOOUWEEEUI UUT EwOT T wl
of his speech was to renewin every heart in Germany the will to succeed, the passion

2

for freedom, the sense of nationality. Everywhere bells were pealed, bonfires were
ignited on the hills, flags bedecked the streets in every town and village - as Horst

Wessel, indeed, had predicted in his song!

The National Socialists brought off a complete and overw helming victory on

March 5th with a return of 17,300,000 votes, and a win of two hundred and eighty -

eight seats in the Reichstag. Adolf Hitler, who headed the voting list, entered th e
Parliament House, himself, for the first time. The Government could cou nt on a

A N o~ s N ~ s 2 A,

OENOUPUA WOl wk!l wxlT UwEI OUBw3iT 1T Ul wUivUuoLOUU

11 Y OO U-péris theumost bloodless Revolution known in history. The National
SocialisUUOQuwl YT Uabpi T Ul OQw?2U000wdYI UG -»

In Munich the Minister President Held boast ed that were Hitler to send a Reichs
Commissary thither, he would have him arrested on the frontier. When, however, on

March 9th, the Reichs Commissary, in the person of General Ritte von Epp, duly

appeared, the Minister President immediately climbed down and withdrew from the
scene of action.

Herr Esser, who took part in these proceedings, told me how minutely and
exactly all had been arranged beforehand. Everything went by clockwor k, according

UOwx OECOwPHPUT OUOwWUT 1T wol EUUEEQD vwWdD Gud uEEUW
had been prepared for a good deal more opposition, Held had been so full of threats

EOEwi UOOPOEUDOOUSG»

The opening of the Reichstag on March 21st was amact symbolising the unity of

the entire German people. Not less historically significant was the hand -clasp

exchanged between the aged and revered General Field Marshal von Hindenburg and
the new young Chancellor, Adolf Hitler. The dignity of immemorial tr adition

extended a welcome to the younger generation straining towards a new and happier
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Hitler was made absolute Dictator for a period of four years. The purpose of th is was
to free him from the shackles and delays of parliamentary procedur e in bringing his

programme into immediate action. We shall see in a subsequent chapter how, and to

what first ends, he availed himself of this measure.

Another important step toward s the general weaving together of all the aspects

of government was the appointment everywhere of new Reichstatthalter, i.e. of
Provincial Premiers. These, Hitler suggested, should be nominated by the President.

The Chancellor himself is Reichstatthalter for Prussia in order personally to bind that

country and the whole Reich together. The duties of these Provincial Premiers, as they
may be called, are numerous and important.

In April came the law which would recapture for those of German birth and

extraction the majority of representation in the learned professions and in offi cial life.

This law, bearing heavily as it did upon the Jews, makes exception in their case for all

those who had fought for Germany in the War, and for those whose fathers and sons
had so fallen.

Then came ordinances to regulate school matters. In no direction more than in

this is the new spirit and bent of National Socialism to be discerned. The High Schools

were overcrowded. Their overflow to the Universities had to be facilitated. At the same
time Hitler resolved to check the superfluity of girls seeki ng facilities for the higher

education.

Owi 6UPUI WEOOOWEOUOEWET wbUDPUOUT OwoOi w' b

—

of the place and function of woman in the State; and on the great youth movement

resultant from both, known in Germany as Hitler Jugen d. He says the most important
thing for girls is the right training of the body, next that of character, and third that of

the intellect. A striking proof of the self -sacrificing enthusiasm and unanimity with

which such data are accepted by the femaleintelligentsia in Germany today has, for
instance, been afforded by the willingness of the University women of Heidelberg

OEUT I SawlUOwi OUT OOwEUwW' pPUOI UzUwWEITTTUUOOWE
careers to which they had looked forward .

To those who imagine that Hitler has set back the clock five hundred years for
German womanhood there is this to be answered: If German girls do not retire from
competitive life with men, there will be neither work nor food for either in another few
decades. A county with a dense and growing population and no colonies, must
narrowly restrict its labour market, in the learned professions as well as in the trades.
Again, there is no parallel to be drawn between the type of woman and the numbers
of women frequenting th e Universities in England and America to those in Germany.
The German Universities - and their name is legion - were swarming with women.
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Some went thither for the purposes of serious study. For those who do not go thither

for the purposes of serious study, it is obvious enough that the quicker they are driven
home again the better.

In May the German Labour Front took the place of the old system of Trade
Unions. It would require many pages to give an adequate idea of this reorganisation

5] || 5] | =] |7 (] (o]

in Germany of the relationships between employer and employee. The idea
UOEI UOabOTl wbUwPEUwWUaxPEEOWOI wlOT 1T w?2 OEDE

Eﬂ

By the time summer had come round, most of the previously existing separate

(and highly antagonistic) political parties in the State h ad ceased to exist. The Social
Democrats were suppressed, and for the most part the rest extinguished themselves.

A law was passed forbidding the formation of fresh parties. The public were relieved
at last to be free of the veritable pest of so many partiesand groups, and the Gordian

knot of German disunity was cut at one blow.

Then came the organisation of the air, both for purposes of ordinary
communication and for defence. This Ministry was confided to General Goering.

The lot of the ordinary man in the street, the everyday person, claimed its share

EEEEEEEE]

Ol wOT T w" T EOGEI OOOUZUWEUUI OUPOOBwW wOEPwWPEU

making life easier for the weak and unfit, for those impoverished by the War, for War
widows and orphans.

Hitler looks to early and healthy marriage, State aid for struggling young
families, to assist in stamping out many of those social abominations which St. Paul

says should not even be named among Christians, but which have been more

hideously rife in the world since th e Great War than at any previous period.

Severe measures were enacted to put down immorality, and further, a law was

framed with the object of pre - venting unfit children coming into the world.

"PUOI Uz Uw OUET wEPUEUUUI Ew + EPuw i Diseddddi uf
Offspring, passed on July 14th, 1933 is based upon the German policy of

U1 T 1 Ol ¥wHie @idOat promoting the propagation of valuable, innately

healthy children, while preventing an offspring of hereditarily diseased persons in so
far as those descendants are likely to be of inferior quality. Considering the fact that

the average ratio of children of healthy families to diseased families is from 1to 2to 5

to 7, the necessity of such a policy seems clear.

64 These particulars are taken from an article published by the Deutscher Akademischer

N
|

Austauschdienst, in News in Brief, Vol. 2, No. 1, page 5.
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Reichsversorgung (Central Gazette for Federal Insurance and Pensloms)to what extent
the German people is affected by hereditarily diseased persons, in the sense of the law,

=1L

their number being estimat ed at 400,000 (onehalf of them innately feeble -minded). On

the average, each diseased person costs the community which sends him to an

N~ A~ e oA o

the average, they require an expenditure of RM. 11,600. It is a conservative calculation

that the German communities have to spend more than 170 millions of marks a year
on their insane alone.

231 DPUWEOTI UwOOUWDPDOEOUET wUOT 1T wi BRx1 OEPUUVUI

attending auxiliary schools. Every pupil of an auxiliary school is costing the

Government RM. 573 per annum, compared to a maximum of 230 for a healthy pupil.
For the whole of the Reich the expenditures for auxiliary schools amount to about 40

millions of RM. per annum. Direct expenditures on hereditarily diseased persons in

the Reich, states and communities, amount to at least 350 million RM. a year in all. We

have to add to that sum all of the expenditures made by charitable organisations and
institutions , by churches and by private persons; also the costs of execution which

amount to about 100 million RM. a year. Some institutions, where insane criminals are
kept, show quotas of RM. 20 a day for every inmate. The significance of such figures

will seem the more evident if we realise that many healthy, industrious families cannot

Ei i OUEWEW@UEUUT UwoOil wUTl EVJwUUOWEUWEWEEDOA

One can gather from all this how far -seeing the law is which provides for the

sterilisation of the hereditarily defective when so far as medical science can predict,
only further severe bodily or mental abnormality is to be anticipated. The absence of

the birth of those unfitted for life relieves those upon whom their subsistence would

depend from indescribable suffering and unremitting sacrifice.

In spite of all that has been written and said to the contrary the action of the

Chancellor in unifying the Protestant sects of Germany has had no anti-Christian
UbT OPi PEEOGEIT dw? 31 1 wuU O emanEvakged BEARXGUE" UIDIOUOAU G

(OUUUUOI OUwPT PET WEET PI YT UwlT PUwxUUxOUI Ou
for us in the Sacred Scriptures, and as enlightened afresh by the Confession of the

111 OGUOEUDOOG »

The Chancellor sought by a Concordatwith Rome t o define the relationships and

rights of the Catholic Church and the State respectively, so as to secure smooth

working in both spheres.

The Party Day in Nuremberg, 1933, witnessed such a demonstration of loyalty to

Adolf Hitler as had never y et been seenFor the first time the Party Day had become a
State function and had developed into an assembly of the nation.

UE

) U U
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Hitler can never lay stress enough on the importance of the agricultural classes,
of the plough -driving peasant. Upon them, and up on him, is built the superstructure

5] |[=] | =] (o]
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All the great cities would soon be nothing but arid deserts of bricks and mortar

where they not to receive, year after year, an influx of fresh healthy life from th e

country. On the other hand, this migration to the towns, if carried too far, is a curse in
itself against which the National Socialist theory of the State sedulously sets its face.

Hitler envisages for the future not a gathering of th e population into en dless great

cities, but their re-establishment, right down to the roots, in their native soil. National
Socialism has already achieved a great deal, and with much success, in this direction.

The law touching hereditary farmland seeks t o relieve the small farmer of many

of the uncertainties and troubles which have hitherto weighed him down. His land is

to be inalienable and no longer the easy prey of the financial speculator.

On Saturday, October 14th, 1933, Hitler withdrew his country from the League

of Nations. There should have been no occasion in this for the universal amazement it
has caused. Adolf Hitler had announced his intention of taking this step some months

before. Not before Germany has parity of rights does it concern her at all to waste time

over disarmament conferences which forever come to nothing.

On the same day President von Hindenburg dissolved the Reichstag, since, in

consequence of the dissolution of all parties except the National Socialists, this now
had become amere Rump.

The new electors fully confirmed all former National Socialist gains, and went far
beyond. The result of these, held in November, was a victory for Adolf Hitler which

even his most ardent adherents had hardly dared hope. From a voting populati on of

43 millions, 40.5 millions supported the National Socialist regime. Six hundred and
sixty-one Members returned to the Reichstag. It meant that 95 per cent of the German

people had firmly taken their stand behind Hitler.

This result was their thanks to him for all that he had hitherto done for them.

There would be little purpose in giving a description of all the measures since

undertaken by Hitler for the reconstruction of Germany, these being generally known.

It would moreover require at least a vo lume for the purpose, even if the most
important only were taken into consideration.

The foregoing brief resume has concerned itself with little but the political aspect
of things. In the following chapter some attempt will be made to show what all this
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meant translated into everyday terms, brought to bear on the everyday life of the

German citizen.

- 160 -

AR EEEEEEEEEEEREG

=l

=l

=l

=l

&

&

&

&







=

el

2EEEEEEEEEEEEEER ) [

CHAPRTER 13

HITLER; THE WORKLESS ANDITHE NEEDY

5] || 5] | =] |7 (] (o]

at once an orderand anE OOOUOBEIT O1 OUOwW? 3T PUwbpbOL

I n the autumn of his first year as Chancellor Adolf Hitler issued what was

OUuwi Uil al wbOw&l UOEOad~

Lots of people scarcely took the words for sober earnest, they saw no possibility
of them being made good. Indeed, how should this state of things be realised; the

burdens and deprivatio ns of the late War still weighed heavily on all the world; never
had it been possible hitherto that people should neither starve nor freeze to death in

winter!

One might safely say that such an ideal never would have been practicable, had

not a man directed affairs in Germany who knew how to bring into the sphere of

practical politics that simple Christian charity one to another which the churches have
been preaching throughout the ages.

"PUOCT UzUwOOUUOWI EEWOOOT wET I Ow? + OReireaty,O U
EOPEaAaUOQuwi OUwUTT woOl EU0wOT wadluUwbdbpOOwUOwL
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known, of course, that Hitler accepts no income from his Chancellorship, but directs

that this money should go towards the relief of unemployment. It may not equally well
be known that during the winter 1933 -34, when the sales of his book had reached the

peak, the whole of this increment was also ear-marked for the poor.

The Germans have a special gift for organisation. Hence it seemed eminently

||

practicaltooUT EOPUT wUOT T w?26DOUI Uwll OPI | we OUO? wpd
machine. It was extraordinary to see how everybody took advantage of this to bring

his own personE OWUEEUDPI PET WEOEwWI RT UUDOOUwWDOUOWO

No fewer than one and a half million people of position and influence threw
themselves whole-heartedly into this great effort, to say nothing of the rank and file

who also did their utmost and of those who willingly gave their mite.

The scope of this, the biggest phianthropic effort ever made at one time by one

people, was so alkembracing that, enlisting as it did the cooperation of great and small

alike, it would require three tim es as much space at our command merely to outline it.
Some idea of it, however, we must endeavour to convey for several reasons, first, to

show - if it really should need showing -how and why it is that Hitler holds the trust

and love of the German people as a whole; and, second, to claim for him that he lost
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no time at all after coming to p ower, in proceeding to make good the promises of his
Party programme.

(Since the bulk of this book is, after all, to be limited, it may be that but little space
will rem ain for even the slightest sketch of what more - in a dozen directions - Adolf
Hitler has already done under this second heading. Every one of the social enterprises
he has undertaken for the amelioration of living conditions and lack -of-outlook in
Germany would require a chapter in itself.)

In no smallest village in Germany, nay, in no po orest cot is something not done,
something not spared, to aid this nationwide work. During the first five years of the
National Socialist regime approximately 2,310,000,000 marks were devoted to it in this
way. Not, by any means, that the Winterhilfs werk (Winter -aid-work) could merely be
appraised in terms of money. Nor could it be measured in terms of material comfort.
Its value for the union and solidarity of the reawakened German spirit was above all
these.

Given, then, this fount of money, let us very briefly enumerate the numerous
channels into which its flow was directed.

Adolf Hitler called upon everyone who had a job of any sort, big or small, to set
aside weekly or monthly some small saving for the p oor. It was a request, not an order,
for Hitler knew well enough that very many people were in no position to spare a
UDOT Ol wxi 1 6OO0PT dw OOwbl Owx OUUPEOGaAawWEEOOWEOD
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and the rank and file willingly prove their Socialism in response.

Every Sunday during the winter hundreds and thousands of collectors are to be
seen selling tags in the street to the same end.

Through this source alone enormous sums are gathered in, and very oftenother
results come from these tag days. Case after case occurs of their leading to employment
for the unemployed. For instance, in the Harz Mountains in Thuringia there are little
towns whose inhabitants live by glass blowing. In 1933 unemployment was rife among
them. So the directors of the Winter-Aid thought it a good thing to have tags made of
glass, and gave this welcome order throughout the district. It resulted in months of
work for three thou sand poor glass workers in Thuringia.

3T 1T whi O01T WREWEPOWBEYOUET wExxUI EPEUI EwE
glass tags appeared upon the streets there was a rush for them. In three days over
twenty -five million were sold out! Could any better proof be adduced than this of how
truly National Socialism concerns itself with the needs of even the smallest of the
German workers?
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Dr. Goebbels, one of the most genial and versatile of the men round Hitler, did
not fail to bring his bright wits to bear upon the problems of the Winter -Aid. He it was
who conceivedthe DET EwOi wUOT 1 w?-$h® Ong-Pot-Dirinér. EEReE iGerman,
especially every- OO01 wEOI UUI EwbPPUT wEWET ET OUwUT EUI
throughout the winter on the first Sunday of ev ery month to restrict his main meal to
extremely modest (financial) limits, to not more than about 6d., but to give over to a
collector who would call for it next day the money which would otherwise have been
laid out to furnish the table in the ordinary w ay. It is as if an Englishman saved what
he would have spenUw OO wl PUue-SO0OD OV WBOEwWUPOwWYI T UB 7
sweets and coffee), and gave it away and contented himself with - what shall we say?

- one good old plate of hash or soup instead, and nothing but that soup

All the restaurants and hotels are advised to offer on their menus for that first
Sunday nothing but this one -dish-dinner, but to charge for it according to usual table
E z 1 a8& lu O E mdalE UHe bifference, of course, is to ke handed over for the Winter -
Aid. The success of this original idea is enormous. Like one man the whole people
takes it up.

On every such Sunday over five million marks come to hand this way. Again, in
this instance the good of it is not confined to mere material things. The poor see the
Better-off willingly dep riving themselves to help them, and the impression it makes is
Ol wOT 1T WET U0wi OUwWUT T1-wEBODE DB WEDHOwHU dul HEIUDE
UOOT ECQow?# 00z UwUx1 OE o wdvdn @uitheraVineraltithOriad getss 3 1
up from a well -spread table, and gives something to the poor, it is good, but it is not a
sacrifice. The sacrifice comes in when a man contents himself with a poor meal instead
of a better one, for the sake of giving something away to the man who never feeds well.

Then again - here is a splendid notion! Very often during the winter there is to be
heard a cheerful bugling in the streets, and there is to be seen a truckload of soldiers
slowly tooling by, blowing for all the y were worth. What is this? Why - rummage
collecting for th e needy. Whenever a hand waves, or a door opens, or someone beckons
from window or corner, the truck hastens up, a couple of men leap down and run to
obey the summons.

Most people have something they can do without for the Winter -Aid. Here it is
an old sofa - quickly handled and bestowed, - here a sewing machine- swung up atop,
- here chairs needing mending, here a bundle of clothes, here oddments for repairs of
all sorts, here crockery, here spare pots or pans- up and down the streets goes the
truck, fanfaronading everywhere, and loading up cheerfully and dexterously like a
furniture van!

Workrooms were opened for necessitous girls and women, where these second
hand things can be madeOver, in return for groceries and shoes.

- 164 -

EEEEEE T EEEEEE O EEEEE e EEEEE o)

2l EEEEEE e e e e e e el e e e e

2
5] |[=] | =] (o]

8
C

EEEEEEEEE

w |

o EEEEEEEEEE ]

o)



=

2 EEEEEEEEEREEEEERE) [ [E

The happiest Christmas Germany had celebrated for many a long year was the

iDUUDw"TUDUUOEUwOiw'DUOiUzUw"TEOEiOOOUUﬂE

called heathen Nazis had come to power. Up to this time Christmas in Germany had
largely been a purely family affair. The tens of thousands of those who had no family,
no relatives, no home, perhaps, merely looked on from afar.

Such a thing as this had to be put a stop to in the National Socialist State. O
every Christmas Eve since 1933 the Party sets up, at its own expensayreat Christmas
trees before many of the church doors, and in many of the open spaces in the cities.
These are all aglitter with frost, and burning candles. Tables are spread beneath hem.
And bands play the immemorial hymns and carols of the season. Speeches are made
calling upon those who are keeping up the feast at home, to remember their poorest
brethren without, and to show them the good comradeship and brotherliness which is
the very essence of National Socialism. This exhortation is closing everywhere with
U1 wEEUOOwW?2UDPOO0I w- EET UOw' 1 DOPT T w- EET U6

Then comes the crush- the rush - the stampede to the tables where hundreds of
good folk force their way to lay their gifts and offerings and contributions and goodies
for the poor. Mountains of these thinT Uwx DOl wUx wUOOUPOwWUT T Ul w

O]
]

&

bestow a single gift more. Even the ground under the table and all round is cluttered
with presents. When the donors have really done, and are ready to go back home
again, these things are distributed to the lonely and the hungry and the friendless who
gladly come forward to receive the m. In ways like this National Socialism sought to
prove itself not merely a political creed but a practical befriending of the people.

The Winter-Aid is signally supported by peasants, tradespeople and all sorts of
industries, whose carts and waggons aredaily to be seen in long rows at the doors of
the offices of the Organisation, unloading goods and comestibles for the poor. No end
of vouchers are issued by means of which the poor can obtain the necessaries of
existence without having to expend money. So far as statistics can give any idea of
what this amounts to - and statistics take no account of the Christmas presents- the
following figures tell their own tale:

During the first five years of National Socialism the Winter Relief Work
expended:

Coals,EEOQOUVwWg ¢ggé¢edgeédéhnhOKI kOYYYwUOOU
| ODVEUOI Dwegggdggdeggddgddégl KOYYYOYY
51 T1UEEOI DwegdggdgeggdeggddegdghoyYYYOYY
NWOOUU WEEEPgegpdpepdpgidpdpgddegddeggegkoOYYy
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The foodstuffs are not always distributed uncooked, but prepared in common
kitchens, so that for the equivalent of an English twopence a hungry man can come by
a real good meal. In Munich ¢ alone daily portions are served from fifteen great
communal kitchens to no less than three thousand poor people. Over eight millions of
casual labourers, widows, orphans and unemployed are supported through these
efforts of the people as a whole.

ltisaUOUT T wUUOUUTT Ol wOOWEOWDHUBS w! tbdd thiDdeatb E
work should be put in hand, that no one in Germany should starve or freeze, and
everyone rejoices to help in its fulfilment. While everywhere else in Europe the
melancholy spectacle is only too often to be witnessed of hunger marchers parading
the streets, of the workless and the despairing losing all patience and breaking out into
strife and bitter class hatred, in Germany at least Adolf Hitler has united everyone in
an unparalleled gesture of fraternal charity.

MOTHER AND CHILD

The winter 193334 passed. But the gigantic machinery of its Aid work remained,
and Hitler, who could know no rest until he had given every possible demonstration
of what National Socialism meant translate d into terms of every -day life - Hitler looked
round for th e next immediate use to which it could be put.

He was already grappling with the problem of unemployment, and now he
turned from the consideration of the father of the family, to that of the mothe r. This

matter of maternity and infant welfare had long bee n comprised in the Party

x1 OxOl wUOT UOUT T wEUI WEEUT WET UUOPT EwUxOOWO

XUOTUEOOIwUOEiUwUTiwTiEEDOTOw?(UwDUmUTiﬂE’
G

So work was immediately set on foot to relieve the terrible burdens weighing so
heavily upon the poorer families of the land, and especially upon the toiling
housewives. The War and its long subsequent list of privations and bitter hardships

65 Population c¢. 750,000.
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had told on this most helpless and defenceless portion of the community as heavily as
on every other. This new movement in aid of womankind was at once a recognition of
the bravery and suffering of the women of the terrible years gone by, and a beacon of
hope for the namelessregiment of brave and struggling women of the present time.

Firstofallthl w? . Gahl-l UDOE~ w. OV1 61 60wUBE] UoeEol (Tt

secret misery (in order to relieve it), to explore special areas of distress, and to do away
with red tape and mistaken economies. The whole thing is to turn upon the personal
and individual to uch. First the mother of the family is to be supported and helped and
then every one of those dependent upon her. The Mother-and-Child work sets itself
very few limits.

Needless to say, here agairthe scope of the enterprise is so wide only the briefest
description of it can be given.

The greatest necessity- that of nourishment - calls for the first attention. Better
food is to be provided, and sufficient milk for the children. Then comes the que stion
of clothing and adequate laundry facilities. Women wi th big families swarming round
them all day are to receive daily outside help.

3TTwhPbOUOWOI wUT T w?2UOBIT H 0@ xuGBENEAD U0 Ul 2Ewu
1 1 O Eddrrcarns itself largely with plac ing out the elder children of these numerous
broods in suitable posts as soon as they are fit to earn, and help themselves. The
hitherto earning mothers of these families are to be enabled at once to leave factory or
business and return home where their duty and their most important work obviously
lies. The man itis who must be enabled to go out and work and keep the home.

3T UOUT T wlOT T w?6 01 OU Grousd A & mightyw aptentpi hasdeed 1
made to sweep away the slums and miserable areas in greatcities. Either such
dwellings as already exist have been improved and repaired, or entirely pulled down
and rebuilt. Property owners who allow their houses to fall into bad condition, are
called to account for it. The unsocial attitude of those who decline to let where there
are children is sharply corrected.

The Mother and Child Aid looks to it that poor families should have at least what
furniture is barely necessary, especially beds. A special activity has been set on foot all
through Germany whose slogE Owb U w? 3 Qwl EET wET POEwl PUwO
collected from charitable donors in the same way as similar collections are made from
house to house in the winter by the truckloads of trumpet -blowing soldiers.

Another branch of this work is to provid | WE U wOl EUUwi OUUwPkI 1 G

EiEiElEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE =] E
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convalescence formothers who stand in special need of rest and recuperation. The
children are meantime to be cared for in kindergarten. For that short space, at least,
the mother is to be wholly free. The home during the interval, is to be kept going by
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of this kind for just these purposes, so that the husband and father can go on having
his meals as usual, without universal domestic upset, just because the main prop and

OY -

stay of it all - the wife and mother - has had to go away.

During the first five years of the Hitler regime nearly three hundred thousand

women were enabled to take a country holiday. Within the same time over three

million children were also sent to the country.

Then there are schools for mothers; many of these are run by doctors who make

it their business to impart all sorts of essential information about food and health in
general to these poor women. They can always resort to medical advice without fear

or hesitation, since nothing is more important to a nation than its mothers, its children
and its health.

All these measures, these undertakings, these departures and these immediate

practicalities spring from the text laid down in  Mein Kampf the text is ruthlessly
worked OU U wDOwUT | woObi T wUUOUawoOil wOT 1T wwl T UT Uw|

below, OO0 wi UOOWEEOYI 82

UNEMPLOYMENT

261 wi OCEwWPUWUOWET wUOT T wxUPOIl wEUUaAwWOI wd

Ol EOUwOl woODbYI OPT OOEG»

Here, once more, we have one of he most important statements of Party

undertakings. Hitler has held it of primary impor tance to combat unemployment by

every permissible means devisable by ingenuity and ardent purpose.

This nation-wide struggle postulated immense governmental preparation s. It

could not be tackled piecemeal and by temporary measures. The whole reconstruction
PEUWUOWET wEUPOUwWUxwWEI Ul Uw' PUOT Uz UwoOPOwWU

embraced every sphere of industry, of private and public life. Not a struggle merely,
but indeed a mighty campaign against unemployment was launched in Germany.

Within few ye ars the victory was obtained over decadeslong misery and ever-

recurring industrial crises. Every man in the country had to bear his part in this
gigantic enterprise. The victory meant nothing less than a stable recovery of industry.

A strong State is the guarantor of steady business. Every possible means had been

coordinated to this end.
The State provided the sinews of war for this struggle, but the German people

themselves have also subscribed many millions of marks for the promotion of national

w 2
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industry . In 1933 the Government set aside 4.3 milliardst in 1934 about 5 milliards to

finance schemes of work for the unemployed.

5] |[=] | =] (o]

Vast plans were put in hand for the making o f canals, 1 4,300,000,000 R.M. for the

building of power plants. Nearly all the greate r rivers of Germany were harnessed to
some productive purpose. By the expenditure of one hundred million marks, one

million workmen could be kept employed for an entire m onth. The work on the Weser,

and on the Dortmund -Ems Canal kept twenty thousand men in work for years.
Another gigantic canal, begun in 1933, provided work for 1,510,000 days. In the same

district between Hanover and Magdeburg one hundred and ten square mi les are being

brought into cultivation which have hitherto been mere waste or swamp.

In order to secure more land for husbandry in Schleswig -Holstein, two great
dams are being constructed across the Eider River. Thousands are thereby supporting

themselves, and a plain of 225 square miles will be reclaimed. The enterprise can well

be compared with that of Signor Mussolini on the Pontine Marshes.

The German Government offered to meet 40 per cent of the cost to everyone who

built a house or who proposed to carry out reparations and improvements. The result
of this step is scarcely to be belized. The building trade, hitherto at a very low ebb,

looked up and went ahead surprisingly. And consequently so have all the allied

industries. Factories are at work day and night. Since the spring of 1934 not a single
skilled man in the building trade was out of work. This flourishing state of affairs

repercussed on the machine industry and gave work to again another ten thousand

men.

Hitler, himself an ardent motor mech anic, has found the way for a vast revival in

the motor-car industry by entirely aboli shing the tax. The number of cars on the road
doubled in 1933, and is growing continually.

The most important attack on unemployment, how - ever, was delivered when
the building of immense new arterial roads was planned on the direct initiative of the

A oo~ s A

five thousand miles of autoroads arc projected to be built in six directions right ac ross

the country. Two will run from north to south, one from Kiel via Hamburg, Bremen,

the Schwarzwald to Basle, the other from East Prussia via Berlin and Munich to
Vienna. Three of these great roads will run from east to west, one from Frankfurt -Oder,

anE wUOT 1T wOUT 1 Uwi UOOwW! Ul UCEUWUOWUT T w1ii oI OE

to Vienna. This last one is to be called the Nibelungen Road. The sixth of the whole
series will run from Hamburg to Breslau. All these roads ar e being built on the most

modern lines.

66 4, 30Q 000, 000 R.M.
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They are practically all on one grade and in no way interrupted by crossings.
Other roads are carried over by bridges. The entire plan requires many years to carry
out. The Government has earmarked over two milliard s of marks a year towards it.
Whole armies of men find employment on it. The project is a proud one, for it not only
resembles the great engineering feats of the Romans, but promises to change the face
of the entire country for coming generations.

WORK CA MPS

The idea of the Work Camp (which was originally envisaged on volunteer lines,
students alone being obliged to attend) also proposed fruitful means of combating
unemployment. Over one thousand camps, mostly situated in the country, keep going
over two hundred thousand young people at the age of eighteen. Most of them put in
no more than half a year of work-service, and are then free to take employment
elsewhere. They go forth, furnished with certificates, to places awaiting them. Plans
have been constructed whereby such an army of workers can be employed for twenty
years. The produce so raised will value two milliards of marks a year, and many
thousands of new peasant homesteads will be created.

Naturally the work done in these camps is of a supplementary order and is not
allowed to compete in the open market with work turned out under ordinary
conditions outside. Nor is such work undertaken which could as well be performed
by private enterprise. It is the aim and object of these camps to promote facilities for
other people, i.e. by the reclamation or improvement of waste land upon which
settlements can be founded. The making of new roads, of course, opened up new
ground for such a purpose. The settlement building itself is never undertaken by camp
worker s. The latter confine themselves to forestry, projects of land reclamation from
the sea, canals, irrigation and particularly all undertakings which have for their aim
the prevention of catastrophic happenings, forest fires, burst dykes, floods and so
forth .

All this has proved of great practical utility. The young people in the Work
Camps are well trained in the use of their various tools and implements, spades, pikes,
shovels, etc., and can be quickly mustered and detailed for a job. Once on the occasion
of a huge landslide on the Saak f” a serious disaster was only averted by the immediate
mobilisation of young navvies from the nearest Work Camp, who immediately set to
work to set things to rights. Many a village has been saved from extinction by fire by
the exertions of such organisedworkers, and immense consequent misery avoided.

67 A river in Central Germany.
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The campers themselves are willing and devoted enough. Each man knows that l@
his work benefits the community at large, and that he is therefore carrying out the
fundamental pri nciples of National Socialism. HP U Ol Uz Uwp OUUT awx UOO l@
PUwOOOawOOl wOOEPOPUAOWUI T wOOEPODUAWOI wpaﬁb
and the toil of the longest day.

Life in a Labour Camp is not in the least modelled on the military plan. The
workers rise at five POwWUU OO UOWEQOEWEUwWUPRwHbOwPHOUIT U
precedes tubbing and breakfast. Then comes parade and the hoisting of the camp flag
for the day. This resembles the Swastika Flag only instead of the hooked coss in the
white circle it disp lays a spade and a couple of ears of wheat. The whole is symbolic
EOQEwUI EEOOUwW%UI EIl UPEOQwUIT 1 w&UI EUzZ Uwi DOI wU
grow where there was only one before, does more for his country than a general who
wins a redoubtable vDPE U OU a & »

After this parade the workers betake themselves to their various employments;
the volunteers down tools at the end of aseveni OUUUz wUx1T OOw3T1 1 Ow
the midday meal eaten, naturally, in common. The foo d is good and everyone can have
EUWOUET wEUWI T wUl gUPUI U6-O1 OwiwOOUWE OB wk il
Ux WEAWEWEOUXx Ol woOi wi OUUVUUwWOT wUxOUUOwWEOEWE
passed in singing songs, and in reading aloud, etc etc. Two or three evenings a week
1l EET WOEOWEEOQWEEOOW!I PUwOPOwWUxwUOwWUI Owbdz EC
quarters.
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The Work Camp brings all classes together. The student is set just the same jobs
asanyone else. The hope is that thirty years hence there will be no more intellectuals
or officials in Germany who have not passed through the school of manual work side
by side with the everyday workman.
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